
Witney Way

Parish magazine 
for St Mary’s, Holy Trinity, 

St John’s Curbridge, and St John’s Hailey 

H
a
r
v
e
s
t 2

0
1
6



2

WE WON! For a GOLD level service, 
contact our Witney office on 

01993 708638   
witney@martinco.com

Blog: www.witneypropertynews.com

We’ve got just 
the thing to 

make you feel better.

Become a host with Barking Mad

Jeannie & Amanda    
T: 01865 922004   M: 07985 766868

E: oxon@barkingmad.uk.com 
BarkingMad.uk.com   

It’s great fun, all of the benefits of dog
ownership without the emotional or
financial commitment. We carefully 
match dogs to your home.

Why not look after someone’s dog 
while they’re away?
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Harvest Thanksgiving

Like the weather, drinking and eating is something we all have in

common; it’s a very basic need shared by all. This is brought home

as you continue to read and look at the pictures; every parish

event involves a ‘cuppa’, however simple or elaborate. Read how

many feasts, fetes and festivals we enjoy. Watch the beautiful

video of the Festival of Flowers and Fabric at

www.witneyparish.org.uk

Reading Farmer David’s evocative account, reminds me of

when I was a boy in Bristol immediately after the war. Harvest was

synonymous with the end of a long hot summer, and the imminent

return to dreaded school; watching farmers; picking blackberries

and hips from the hedgerows; scrumping apples; then helping with

the storing, preserving, pickling, bottling, and jam making, against

the next winter. The church was full of flowers and local produce,

potatoes and swedes down the aisle, ripe tomatoes and fat

marrows balanced precariously on the communion rail, hops and

briers trailing from the pulpit, and Oh, the glorious heady fecund

smell. The evening service was always dedicated to the Harvest of

the Sea, ‘O hear us when we cry to Thee, for those in peril on the

sea.’ Bishop Bill knows all about that.

Since 40% of our food comes from other countries, there is a

harvest somewhere in the world every day. It also reminds us that

14% of this Country’s population is involved in agrifood, that is the

production, processing, distribution, retailing and preparing of food,

or in other words, four million of us. But whilst most of us eat, drink

and make merry (Luke 12:19), there are always those in need in

our community, helped by the likes of Besom and the Food Bank. 

So as we give thanks for our blessings, remember all those who

have made them possible, including the vast army of unpaid

volunteers, and resolve to share them with others less fortunate.

The next issue of Witney Way will focus on Children and

Young People. So if you have something to share, don’t just sit

there, share it with us!

Howard Brayton

Editor

howardbrayton@gmail.com

Cover images: From

top right clockwise:

Holy Trinity Festal

Evensong; aerial 

photograph of St

Mary’s during the Feast

by Box Cottage 

Photography; Festival

of Fabrics and Flowers

by the Witney Photo

Group; the Churchill

Window at Bladon, see

page 35.
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‘Food, glorious food!’

Harvest is upon us once again and in our magazine we are looking

at food. In my interview for this job seven years ago, I spoke of

the song from Oliver, ‘food glorious food!’: I had been asked to

speak on one of the resurrection accounts where Jesus shares food

on the beach. And I said that I thought Christians should spend

more time sharing food together. I still think this. So what a

privilege to be asked to write about the Eucharist and harvest.

For us as the Jesus community, the central meal is, of course,

the Eucharist. Named by Luther as the mass or the sacrament of

the altar, it is Christ’s gift to his pilgrim church. And the Eucharist

is the offering of ourselves, of our whole self and of the whole

world. As one Russian poet put it, ‘To take in our hands the whole

world as if it were an apple.’ 

This is a beautiful image as it reminds us that we have an

oblation of the first fruit’s of God’s own creatures – gifts of bread

and wine as fruits of the earth and the vine. And each time these

are offered it is a powerful thing to think of the gifts representing

the whole world, and all that we are.

So we offer the gifts of creation in order to receive Christ in the

Eucharist – a personal presence which begins a new personal

relationship with those who believe and receive. Now of course

there have been pages and pages of dispute of what we

should/could/can/cannot say about what happens in the Eucharist.

Perhaps it will suffice now to point to John of Damascus who said,

‘Let it be enough for you to understand that this takes place by the

Holy Spirit’. A good summary of Eucharistic theology!

As we offer the gifts of harvest each time we gather to make

Eucharist, let us be conscious we offer ourselves too – and let us

trust in the power of the Holy Spirit to do the rest as we rejoice in

the divine gift of ‘food, glorious food.’   Toby Wright, Team Rector

Photo by euphro, via

wikimedia.
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HT’s Festal Evensong for the Queen

Over the weekend of 11 and 12 June the Parish hosted a number

of events to celebrate the 90th birthday of Her Majesty the Queen.

These included a breakfast with a live showing of the Trooping the

Colour, a Right Royal Knees Up, and a Street Party. The final event

on the Sunday was a service of Choral Evensong which provided

a thoughtful climax to a very eventful weekend.

The service was held at Holy Trinity Church. Neil was the

President, Toby preached the Sermon, and the music was provided

by Paul on the organ and a choir of 29 voices, made up of Holy

Trinity choir, members of All Saints’ Faringdon choir, and local

friends. Much credit must go to Charlotte who ensured there were

sufficient choir members and that they all had robes and music.

The musical items included the Introit  Cantate Domino

(Pitoni), Thomas Attwood Walmisley’s setting of the Magnificat and

the Nunc Dimittis and George Elvey’s anthem, I was glad when

they said unto me.

The final hymn was Vaughan William’s setting of All people

that on earth do dwell, and the service was bought to a rousing

finale by Paul playing William Walton's Crown Imperial, which

was warmly applauded by the congregation, and bringing to an

end two days of royal celebration. These last two pieces were

composed for, and performed at the Queen’s coronation in 1953.



6

Photos by the Witney

Photo Group.

Another Blooming 

Marvellous Festival

Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet

I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one

of these. Luke 12:27–29

St Mary’s Church has over the last few years developed a reputation

for staging highly successful festivals, the Food & Drink Festival, the

Beer Festival and of course the Witney Feast, and this year another

festival was added to their number. On the third weekend of July

earlier this year the first Witney Festival of Flowers and Fabrics was

held at St Mary’s Church. The festival was the brainchild of Josie

Holmes, churchwarden. Little would she have known what a huge

success it would be . . .

The theme of the festival was ‘Sacraments and Seasons’, and we

saw arrangements and installations of flowers representing, among

others, the seasons of Trinity, Pentecost and Easter along with the

sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Weddings and Eucharist.

Anyone walking into the church for the festival could not fail to

appreciate what incredible skill had gone into the creation of not

only the stunning arrangements, but also the quilts, lace, blankets

and examples of fine embroidery. As if this wasn’t enough delight

we also had displays of modern vestments and altar linen.

Enhancing the flower arrangements and quilts were several
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demonstrations; Helen was showing people how to spin wool using

a drop spindle, members of Buttercross Quilters demonstrated the

craft of patchwork, and Joy Hance gave a talk about the

iconography of priests’ stoles.

Quilts made by members of the Buttercross Quilters, a group of

highly skilled women, were displayed, and these pieces added an

extra layer of beauty to the festival. The festival was family friendly

with activities in the children’s area, where children could make

small flower arrangements or felt flowers and watch demonstrations

of spinning wool.

So what did we achieve?  The festival filled St Mary’s with much

beauty, and brought people into the church who would normally

never come near to the building. Despite the festival making over

£6,000, bringing new people into the building is perhaps the true

value of the festival. Who can know what impact such beauty

might have on any individual soul? Who can know the effect of

the cross flowers hanging high from the chancel ceiling in silent

witness?

To God be the Glory

Nigel Chapelle
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Down on the Farm

For us, harvest is the culmination of the crops, planted the

previous autumn and spring, mostly wheat, barley, oilseed rape,

and beans. The aim in July, August and September is to get the

corn seed to below 15%, which is the safe storage moisture

content. 

Farming is totally governed by the weather, and particularly at

harvest time, if it rains we have to wait a day or two for the crop

to dry out. The best drier is the sun and wind, if we can’t get it dry

in the field, then it has to be brought in and dried in a drier. It is

reaped with a combine, and the straw is left behind to be baled

for animal bedding, or chopped to add humus to the soil. 

Harvest now doesn’t affect people in the country as it used to

do; now it is mechanised. In my youth, villagers came to the fields

bringing food out to workers who were picking up the sheaves cut

by the binder, and putting them into stooks. It was an event, boys

used to catch rabbits that ran out of the corn. The crop was taken

to the farmyard, built into ricks, and threshed in the winter. It was

then sold to corn merchants, hence the Corn Exchange in Witney.

When the fields had been cleared, people went gleaning, picking

up corn left on the ground. 

Potatoes are another crop. During the war, children were

collected from school in lorries, to go potato picking in the first

two weeks in October.

In those days, farms had horses and primitive tractors,

employed a lot of men, and involved a lot of hard manual work.

In the winter ditching, hedge-laying, and cleaning out animal

sheds, were the main tasks.

Harvests are much more efficient now with modern machinery,

and much quicker, a far cry from the idyllic paintings of the19th

and early 20th centuries, where it was hard back breaking work,

and long hours.

We gather together at Harvest Festival, to thank God for the

harvest for another year and look forward to the next one with

faith.

David Walker

Curbridge Downs Farm

‘The Last Days of 

Harvest’, Winslow

Homer.
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‘The Harvest of the Sea’

These five words conjure up for us a host of pictures, associations

and memories. 

We remember, with pleasure, splendid fish meals we have

enjoyed – fried or grilled fish; fish and chip suppers; delicious

shellfish dishes – oysters, crabs, lobsters, scallops and prawns.

We picture the beauty of the sea – the majestic rolling and roar

of waves breaking on a sandy beach or thundering over huge

rocks; the clear blue/green waters of a calm sea in tropical

surroundings; the awesome power of the sea; the joy of little

children playing happily at its edges.

We recall with thanksgiving the uses human beings make of

the sea – the harnessing of its power to generate electricity; the

building of ships to carry people and freight all over the world –

more than 90% of all intercontinental cargo is carried by sea.

The waters of the sea are salty, and cannot be drunk safely. Yet

we need salt in our day to day diet. We need it for flavouring food

and for replacing body fluids lost in perspiration. We need it also

for many domestic uses and public services.

On one occasion, when I was visiting the stations of The

Mission to Seafarers in Australia, I was taken to see the Dampier

Salt Plant. Dampier is a port on the North West coast of Australia,

20 degrees south of the equator, and very hot all year round. 30

huge rectangular ponds, each more than 3 metres deep, had been

dug out of low land adjoining the sea shore. Each of these ponds

was pumped full of sea water, which was then allowed to

evaporate in the hot sun. A thick base of salt soon formed, and

after a few months of regularly refilling the ponds with sea water

a layer of salt two and a half metres deep was dug out by

bulldozers. It was passed through a cleansing process, and then

stockpiled. The plant was exporting 3 million tonnes of salt

annually.

We know, too, that the harvest of the sea comes at a cost.

When I was Chaplain of the Missions to Seamen (as it was then

called) in Hull in the late 1960s/70s, 3 trawlers based in our port

were lost at sea in the space of 5 weeks in Arctic waters in

midwinter. Each had a crew of 20 men. Just one survived. In the

‘The Harvest of the

Sea’, M. M Stevens,

1913.
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bitter cold a thick layer of ice had formed on

the superstructure of the ships, and they

became top-heavy, capsized and sank. The

port city of Hull was devastated.

And the carrying of cargo from one

continent to another also comes at a cost. Life

at sea can be lonely; boring (being confined

to a ship for weeks on end with the same small

group of people, some of whom may not

speak your language, can be very frustrating);

and it has very real dangers – fog, storms, freak

waves, uncharted rocks, fires and human

weakness are constant lurking perils. Seventy-

five large ships were lost at sea in 2014.

Seafaring is a wonderfully satisfying life,

but it comes with its dangers. Please pray for

the safety of all who serve us on the oceans of

the world, bringing to us ‘the harvest of the

sea.’

+Bill
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Witney Beer Festival

In May we had the 5th Witney Beer Festival. This builds on a long

and ancient tradition. Not only would those who built Saint Mary’s

in all likelihood have been paid, at least in part, in beer, there is an

ancient link not only with monastic houses, but churches as well. 

Chapter VIII of the Rituale Romanum, a liturgical manual dated

1614, includes a special blessing of beer. Properly translated into

English, it would go something like this:

P. Our help is in the name of the Lord.

A. Who made heaven and earth.

P. The Lord be with you.

A. May He also be with you.

Let us pray.

Lord, bless + this creature, beer, which by your kindness

and power has been produced from kernels of grain, and

let it be a healthful drink for mankind. Grant that whoever

drinks it with thanksgiving to your holy name may find it a

help in body and in soul; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

But this prayer is a modern innovation, for there are much older links

with churches and beer. Indeed, the 6th-century St Arnulf of Metz is

reported to have said: ‘From man’s sweat and God’s love, beer came

into the world.’ So, historically, we are on fairly firm ground.

Missionally, the beer festival gives us an opportunity to reach

out to other parts of the community that other events don’t manage

to reach. Pastorally, there are always strong conversations

each year and it is a privilege to offer hospitality and

welcome to all who come. There’s always a mixture of

puzzlement and delight. A lot of people comment on how

wonderful it is to feel accepted and welcome. And

practically, it is important as we have such a large space to

offer West Oxfordshire – and in 1243 it would have been the

centre of all community celebrations and parties.

Rowan Williams, in a sermon in 2007, wrote of the link

between a church and a brewery, stating: 

in breweries, among other things, there’s a lot of yeast
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Secondhand Cycles For Sale
To suit 3 years to adult

£20–£40

Fully serviced

All proceeds to Hailey Church 

and School

Contact Alan Bailey 01993 704271
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working and a lot of bubbles rising. I like to think that a

good church is in that respect (and in that respect only) like

a brewery. A lot of yeast working and a lot of bubbles rising.

Because that of course is one of the great images that our

Lord himself gives us in the gospels, about the Christian life.

It’s like yeast at work. Something doesn’t look very impres-

sive to start off with but is working away and pushing up

the air so that things grow.

The beer festival was our first new festival after the original

Feast of 1243, so I hope 2011 will go down as a good year. The

beer festival is something historical, missional, pastoral and

practical. I hope that it is something that will grow. And that,

through it, the church will become known as a place of welcome,

encounter and humanity – as well as a place which speaks of the

yeast of the Kingdom and points us beyond to the one from whom

all good things come. Toby Wright

Wet and windy but no wash out

Rain didn't stop play at the 4th Witney Food Festival this year, in

fact loyal supporters seemed to relish having a reason to get out

and about. Our stallholders were more than happy with the

footfall as many sold out of produce and all reported an excellent

day's trading, proving that Witney certainly hasn't lost its appetite

for locally sourced food and drink. The success of the day was

reflected in the very respectable amount of money raised for the

parish, to the benefit of the community.

Rest assured the organising committee are not resting on their

laurels as plans are already underway for next year. We are all

agreed that the 5th festival is a landmark year and should be extra

special. If anyone has any new ideas that they would like to share

that would help make the day even more memorable, don't

hesitate to get in touch.

Hundreds of volunteers selflessly devoted their time and

energy to ensure that the festival was a success. It would not be

possible to stage such an event without their efforts, which are

very much appreciated. Lizzi Hocken
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Food, fun and fellowship at Holy

Trinity BBQ

More than 40 worshippers at Holy Trinity, their families and

friends, enjoyed the annual charity BBQ in the churchyard, after

the morning service on Sunday 26 June. Baker’s the Butchers did

us proud again with burgers and sausages, and the weather smiled

on us. Phil Platt and Alan Gentry did an excellent job with the

cooking, and Kerry Griffiths, Ann Platt and others provided

wonderful salads and accompaniments. Shared wine and beer

were also available plus a soft drinks bar – ensuring that nobody

went thirsty.

This year’s event raised £281.90, which will be subdivided

between the 3 charities we are supporting in 2016: Base 33,

Cancer Research UK and Tear Fund. Dr Gordon McGregor, a

trustee of Base 33,

gave an excellent and

valuable insight into

the work the charity

does in Witney, and

highlighted one of

their recent

programmes to

engage their young

people with local

businesses.
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Food for Thought

In 1943 at the height of World War 2, and severe food rationing

in Britain, an American psychologist named Abraham Maslow

devised and published his ‘Hierarchy of Needs’, a theory of

psychological health, determined on satisfying human needs in order

of priority. At the pinnacle of the five-stage pyramid, is self-

actualisation, or fulfilment of one’s potential. At its broad base, are

the physiological needs like water, food, warmth and shelter, which

have to be satisfied before the next level can be achieved.

Not surprisingly, the Bible is full of references to

seed-time and harvest, bread and wine, food and drink,

clothing and shelter … So necessarily important are

these to life, that it almost opens with such references;

‘The Lord God made trees, pleasing to the eye and good

for food.’ (Gen 2:9) ‘The woman, Eve, looked at the tree

of Knowledge of good and evil. It was pleasing to the

eye, so she took some fruit and ate it, and gave some to

her husband, Adam, and he ate it.’ (Gen 3:6) When

Noah was planning his boat trip, he was told to ‘…take

and store by you, every kind of food that can be eaten.’ (Gen 6:21)

and Pharaoh was told to take 20% of Egypt’s produce, and store it

against future famine. (Gen 41:35) The book of Leviticus is full of dos

and don’ts concerning offerings and sacrifices, mostly to do with

unleavened bread (Lev 1 onwards) and lists of creatures that are

unclean and therefore not to be eaten (e.g. Lev 11 onwards). Manna

fed the million or so Israelites for forty years as they travelled across

the deserts of Arabia – a round white seed that appeared each

morning when the dew evaporated in the heat of the sun (Ex 16:14

onwards). 

The first miracle Jesus performed was the changing of water into

wine at the wedding in Cana. (John 2:1–11) Another famous miracle

was the feeding of the five thousand (Matt 14:16–21). Martha and

Mary gave a supper in Jesus’ honour (John 12:2). Jesus celebrated the

Feast of the Passover with his disciples in the upper room – the Last

Supper (Matt 26:26–29) After his resurrection, He travelled the road

to Damascus with two friends who only recognised him when he

broke the bread and gave it to them (Luke 24:30). When his disciples

‘When I was hungry,

you gave me food;

when thirsty, you

gave me drink; when

I was a stranger, you

took me into your

home, when naked,

you clothed me.’

(Matt 25:35, 36)
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had caught no fish, Jesus prepared breakfast for them beside the Sea

of Tiberias (John 21:4–12). 

But what of today’s problem? Ponder this: there is enough food

in the world to feed everyone, but approximately 795 million people

in the world are chronically malnourished, that’s one in nine of the

entire population, and 21,000 people die every day from hunger and

related causes, half of them children under five. The problems are

severest in sub-Saharan Africa and developing countries

(www.stophungernow.org). However, according to a group of

doctors and academics writing in The British Medical Journal in

2013, hunger in the UK has reached the level of a ‘public health

emergency.’ According to The Independent, hospital admissions for

malnutrition have doubled since the global financial crisis of 2008,

and the government’s austerity initiatives. The Trussell Trust reports

that over a million people are asking for three-day supplies of food.

There are now in excess of 425 food banks in the UK, supported by

80 front-line professionals and 40,000 volunteers. During the

summer holidays last year, an estimated 1.5 million parents went

without a meal to feed their children and an extra 5,000 emergency

food supplies were provided. In our own town of Witney, our food

bank is in constant demand, and in need of our regular donations. 

Contrast these findings with those of Hugh Fearnley-

Whittingstall’s ‘War on Waste’ campaign (2015/6); one third of the

food we produce never gets eaten, but goes into recycling or waste.

Each year the average household bins food worth a staggering £700,

most of it quite edible. Supermarkets have been forced to face up to

the fact that misshapen vegetables are equally nutritious, will sell,

and should not be ploughed back into the ground. ‘Sell-by’ dates are

another obscene waste. People often think that that means an ‘eat-

by’ date, and throw away perfectly edible food. 

So at this time of harvest thanksgiving, let us all resolve to change

our attitudes and habits: inform ourselves about the problems, ignore

sell-by dates, buy ‘wonky’ fruit and veg, forage the hedges and

ditches for ‘fruit in due season’, support national and international

charities more generously, join campaigns and boycotts, volunteer

our time and talents, clear out our cupboards and give to our local

food bank – read the article on page 34.

Howard Brayton

‘The needy will not

be forgotten, nor the

poor left destitute’ 

(Psalm 9:8)

‘Whoever has two

shirts, must share

them with anyone

who has none; and

whoever has food,

must do likewise.’

(Luke 3:11) 
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Free coffee at midnight!

Where will you find free tea and coffee at midnight in Witney?

Answer: in the Town Square on a Saturday night! Why? Because

the churches in Witney want people to have a safe and happy time

on their Saturday night out and offers late night revellers a free

cup of tea or coffee.

Many towns and cities have trained Street Pastors, walking the

streets late on Saturday nights, offering friendly assistance to

anyone who might need it. Witney has a team of Street Pastors and

also a Late Night Café (LNC), which was launched in 2010 under

the auspices of Churches Together in Witney. It augments the work

of the Pastors by serving hot and cold drinks, ‘tea and sympathy’,

lollipops and flip-flops.

It is manned by a cheerful band of volunteers on Saturday nights

between 11 pm and 2:30 am. Volunteers, of all ages, dispense their

wares from under a lighted gazebo that is a safe haven for all. Nick

Hance, LNC’s organising manager, explains:

Our clients are very grateful for us being there and they value

what we do, whether it’s just a cup of coffee or a chat about

life, the universe and all that. They know we are Christians

but also know that we won’t impose our views on them. We

listen and try to answer their questions! People ask us why

we do what we do and are astonished when we say that we

love them and want them to have a safe and happy night out!

Some nights can be quite chilly and the

LNC gives out second-hand clothing to anyone

who is cold. It also does a brisk business in

providing flip-flops to those who have aching

feet from dancing the night away! 

‘We are grateful’ said Nick, ‘to the Town

Council for electricity to boil our kettles; to the

Police for our communication links; to St

Mary’s Parish Church who store our equipment

and of course to all our volunteers.’

Anyone willing to help, please email:

nicksmale@talk21.com.
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Parish Catechist

Nigel Chapelle has offered to work as a Parish Catechist in a voluntary lay capacity. This is

an unpaid role which a number of Base Communities use (Base communities are small

groups of Christians who meet together to worship.) The word ‘catechist’ is an ancient word

meaning teacher. Nigel’s role will be to proclaim Christ’s message, to participate in efforts

to develop community and spiritual growth, to lead people to deepen their life in Christ,

and to motivate  them to serve others. This recognises a call from the Holy Spirit; an ecclesial

mission; collaboration with the Rector and ministry team; and a special link with missionary

activity.

Shukrananda Gant

Part-time Pastoral Assistant

Jonathan Brooks

LLM

Joanna Collicutt

Assistant Priest

Alastair Blaine

Curate

The Ministry Team

Toby Wright

Team Rector

Joy Hance

Associate Priest

Sally Wright

Associate Priest

Neil Traynor

Team Vicar

Nigel Chapelle

Parish Catechist
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Contact the Parish of Witney
Team Rector Revd Toby Wright 704441 rector@witneyparish.org.uk

Team Vicar Revd Neil Traynor 705115 teamvicar@witneyparish.org.uk

Curate Revd Alastair Blaine 07855 797477 curate@witneyparish.org.uk

Associate Priest Revd Sally Wright 704441 sally-wright@btconnect.com

Associate Priest Revd Joy Hance 707935 joysmail@talk21.com

Parish Office St Mary’s, Church Green, 9am–12.30pm Monday–Friday

Parish Administrator Michelle Bailey-Wells 779492 wtparish@btinternet.com

Baptism Enquiries Esther Partridge 864926

Wedding Enquiries Revd Neil Traynor

Parish Church Wardens

Charlotte Tremain 705442 Josie Holmes 705215

Deputy Church Wardens

Curbridge Betty Hughes Gary Mulligan

Hailey Robin Carr

Holy Trinity Sally Down Phil Platt

St Mary’s David Taft Claire Hermon

Find us online
The Parish of Witney website: www.witneyparish.org.uk

On Facebook:  www.facebook.com/pages/The-Parish-of-Witney/

The Witney Deanery website: www.witneydeanery.org

Diocese of Oxford website: www.oxford.anglican.org
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Sunday Services

8.00am Holy Communion St Mary’s

(followed by breakfast on 4th Sunday)

9.15am Holy Communion Curbridge 

9.15am Holy Communion Hailey

(occasionally Matins)

10.45am Sung Eucharist St Mary’s

(with Junior Church)

10.45am Sung Eucharist Holy Trinity

(with Sunday School)

6.00pm Evensong Hailey 

(first Sunday of the month)

Weekday Services

Mon–Sat 9.00am Morning Prayer St Mary’s 

5.30pm Evening Prayer St Mary’s

Tuesday 10.30am Holy Communion Holy Trinity

Wednesday 11.00am Holy Communion St Mary’s

Thursday 10.00am Holy Communion Hailey

These are the normal service times; please see the website and the weekly notice sheet 

for any changes or special events. 

Clergy at the Feast civic service, Sunday

13 September.
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What’s on in the Parish? 
St Mary’s choir, practice Sundays 9.45am, contact Francis Rumsey, 01993 779331.

Holy Trinity choir, practice Wednesdays 7.30pm, contact Paul Francis, 01235 848215.

Bell ringing at St Mary’s, practice night Tuesday 7.30–9.30pm. Ringing on 

Sunday, 9.45–10.45am. Contact Jeannie Tognola, 07721862103.

St Mary’s Junior Choir, keen young singers welcome, contact Sally Rumsey, 779331.

Holy Trinity House Groups meet fortnightly on Monday and Tuesday evening. For

information on the Monday group contact Sally Down and for the Tuesday

group contact Alan Gentry.

Book Circle meets third Tuesday of the month, 2.30pm, Winchester Room, St

Mary’s. Open to all. Contact Julia Collieu 702115 or Bridget Walton 702934.

Hailey Village Lunch, third Wednesday of the month, Hailey Village Hall. 

Hot Pot lunches for seniors, fourth Wednesday of the month. Contact Esther 

Partridge, 864926, for details.

Mothers’ Union, 2nd Wednesday of the month, 2pm, Winchester Room, 

St Mary’s. Corporate Communion is held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month

at 11am at St Mary’s. 

Acorns Toddler Group, Thursdays in termtime, 9.45–11.45am, Holy Trinity. A

welcoming toddler group for 0–5 year olds and their carers.

Late Spring Group, Second and fourth Thursdays of the month, 10.30am–1.30pm

in the Winchester Room, St Mary’s. A group for people who have been be-

reaved. Contact Parish Office or Age UK for information. 

Acoustic Room, Third Thursday of the month, 7.30pm, Winchester Room, St Mary’s.

£3, free for performers. For info contact Colin or Jean Greenway, 705026.

Witney Wider World, A group from across the parish concerned with peace and

justice issues. Involved with promoting our links with Sweden and India, and

support for our work with CMS and Us. Contact Martin Peirce.

Late Night Café and Street Pastors, weekends, 10.30pm prayer at St Mary’s,

11pm on the street. For information contact: Pastors coordinator Paul Graves.

Café coordinator Nick Hance.
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Mia Ariana Maudsley, Bella Rose Bannister,

Arlo David Jules Jones and Theo Andrew

Kemp were baptised at St Mary’s on 3

July. 

Esme Jo Murton was baptised at Holy Trinity

on 10 July.

Kendall Gardner was baptised at Curbridge

on 24 July.

Amelie Sarah Mills, Louie Edward Taylor

Bowden, Isabella Rose Hodges, Oliver

William Parry, and Bobby Arthur Jones

were baptised at St Mary’s on 7 August.

Ellen Kate Harding was baptised at Holy

Trinity on 14 August.

Max Gordon Keith Harris and Georgia Rose

Turner were baptised at Curbridge on 14

August.

Oliver Neil Wathes was baptised at Holy

Trinity on 21 August.

Nia Lily Ann Rawlings was baptised at

Curbridge on 21 August.

Savannah Grace Potts was baptised at St

Mary’s on 4 September.

Meadow-Rose Ottaway was baptised at

Holy Trinity on 11 September.

Lily Mae Faith Scales was baptised at

Curbridge on 25 September.

Baptisms

Daryl Stanley and Melanie Tysall were

married at St Mary’s on 17 June.

Neil Taylor and Carly Foggett were married

at St Mary’s on 10 July.

Thomas Ilett and Hannah Mankelow were

married at St Mary’s on 30 July. 

Daniel Paxton and Jade Saunders were

married at St Mary’s on 20 August.

Thomas Boot and Danielle Henderson-

Sowerby were married at St Mary’s on 21

August 2016.

Simon Wall and Marie Goves were married

at St Mary’s on 27 August.

Lea Hedges and Katrina Moore were

married at St Mary’s on 27 August. 

Brian Arnold and Amanda Jones were

married at St Mary’s on 10 September.

Adam Finch and Ruth Etherton were married

at St Mary’s on 17 September.

Gareth Campbell and Rebecca Jeffs were

married at St John’s Hailey on 25

September.

Weddings
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Fix the Floor

Hailey’s Fix the Floor appeal was officially launched at Middle

Farm on 24th September. The launch can hardly have come as a

surprise to many people, as the planning for this has taken well

over a year, and there can be few people in Hailey who weren’t

aware of the need to replace the floor.

Why? The floor in Hailey has been progressively worsening over

the last couple of years. There is a difference in height of more

than 6” between the centre of the nave and the door. It’s taken us

quite a long time to understand why this has happened, and what

we need to do about it. Firstly, the floor was constructed in a

conventional way for the 1860s – the ground was levelled, a

screed placed on top and then the floor tiles. This lasts well in

many places, but geological features in Hailey have led to

problems. Firstly, the screed used has compacted over time and

now doesn’t provide the packing between the tiles and the ground

beneath. This wouldn’t be so much of a problem were St John’s

not built on highly shrinkable clay which in turn has dried out and

also become compacted. The combination of these two things

have left us with a floor that takes visitors completely unaware!

What? We need to take up the existing floor, retaining as many of

the original tiles as possible, dig down and put in concrete beams

to support the new floor. As part of this, we need to take out the

pews and the heating system, and we intend to return them at the

end. Whilst the floor is up, it’s the perfect opportunity to replace

the wiring in church, upgrade our existing disabled toilet, upgrade

our servery facilities, put in insulation and generally make the

church fit for the next 150 years.

How are you going to pay for this? As a church community, we’ve

put in an application to the Heritage Lottery Fund to help us with

the costs of this. We’ve taken advice and think that it is likely to

cost in the region of £200,000. If we’re successful with the Lottery

we hope that they’ll support us with about £160,000 of costs, but

that still leaves £40,000 to be raised in Hailey. 

How can I help? There are lots of opportunities to help us reach

our target. At the launch we started our “buy a tile” initiative with

a suggested minimum donation of £5.00 per tile. Of course, if you



can gift aid, that means the Government will give us an extra

£1.25 each . . . There are fundraising concerts planned with the

Oxford Fiddle Group coming on 18th November; a Safari Supper

and Race Night on 23rd October and a formal dinner in the new

year. There are opportunities to buy mugs, tea-towels, calendars

and cards, and the Sunday Shop has already raised significant

amounts of money. Hailey intends to have all of the work

complete for its 150th anniversary year in 2019, and with your

help, and the grace of God, it will be. Thank you for your

continued support, and we look forward to seeing you at our

fundraising events over the coming months.
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The Hailey Village Lunch

The Hailey Village Lunch was started about 10 years ago and has

gone from strength to strength. Everyone, of any age, is welcome to

Hailey Village Hall for these monthly get togethers on the third

Wednesday of the month, and, since we never have any idea of how

people many are coming, it can be a bit of an adventure in catering!

So far, we have never run out of food but there is always a first time!

We cater for 40+ people with more at Christmas and special

events (e.g. Monica’s special birthday!) We have a great and cheery

team of caterers and helpers on the day, and extras we can call on

when the need arises. We also have a fabulous team of pudding

makers throughout the village who work on a rota, producing the

most scrumptious puddings you can imagine, and furniture removers

who set the hall up earlier in the day and clear it away afterwards. 

It is a real village team event . Several people act as taxis to get

everyone to the lunch, and we are particularly delighted to have lots

of visitors from the Methodist Church who add to our numbers and

good spirits.

As for the raffle, it exceeds expectations every month, and takes

up quite a time distributing all the prizes. 

Lunch costs £6 and this helps us to support Hailey church in a

regular way. We are always pleased to welcome new visitors to

lunch from across the parish, so do get in touch if you would like

to join us or have special dietary needs, or just come along; the

dates are always in the Weekly News Sheet and the Hailey Herald.

Above: The Hailey 

Village Lunch.



27

St Mary’s Seniors’ Lunch 

During 2011, Jeff Hill drew the Ministry Team’s attention to the

number of senior citizens worshipping with us on Wednesdays,

as well as Sundays. He suggested that it might be a good idea if

we arranged a social time for them occasionally, as the likelihood

was, that some of them were on their own, and might enjoy the

company and fellowship.

This was deliberated and discussed, and it was decided to try

a hot pot lunch, because that was within the scope of the facilities

at St Mary’s. We would prepare the hot pots at home and bring them

in to finish cooking before we served them. 

So we planned the first one for November 2011, on a

Wednesday, so that the people at the 11am service could stay on if

they wanted to, and others could join them. And so began the

Seniors’ Lunch, which now happens every fourth Wednesday,

attracting between 40 and 50 people each time, about half of whom

have been to the Eucharist first. We welcome all Seniors, and not

so Seniors, to join us, the younger ones sometimes as helpers, which

is always appreciated. The hot pots are made by a team at home

Enjoying the ‘Fruits of Harvest’ 

Breakfast at St Mary’s

On the 4th Sunday of most months after 8.00am Communion

Service, the congregation of St Mary’s is welcome to side-step to

the Winchester Room to have Breakfast. About a dozen of us enjoy

the ‘Fruits of Harvest’, with croissants and bread rolls, served with

the preserves of the hedgerows, and from the hard work of the

farmers, who produce the cheese, butter, and yogurts, together

with fruit; all served with tea and coffee.

It is a brief relaxing time to get to know one another, and catch

up with news in general, as well as Parish news. A wide range of

subjects and experiences emerge once we have sated our hunger

pangs, and appreciate how fortunate we are, to be able to talk about

anything ‘under the Sun’, whilst enjoying the fruits of harvest.

Jenny Claridge

Below: St Mary’s 

Seniors’ Christmas

Lunch, 2015.



28

Witney Parish Prayer Chain

Whenever we experience times of difficulty, it is comforting to

know others are praying for us. The Parish Prayer Chain is a way

for people to request prayer for any serious or pressing problem.

It consists of a group of people who will respond to requests for

prayer at any time. They have committed themselves to pray

regularly, confidentially and individually for the people and

concerns requested of them. 

The Prayer Chain works by sending a request to either of the

two contacts for the Chain who then email or phone the rest of

the team. The team meet together from time to time to keep in

touch and to pray together. 

The commitment to pray for others is a sacred privilege and an

example of faith in action. Many people cannot engage directly

in ministry but we can all pray. If you would like to join this Prayer

Chain, or have any requests for prayer, then please email Esther

Partridge 01993 864926 esther.partidge@tiscali.co.uk or Zoe

Tiptaft 01993 778438 johntiptaft@talktalk.net

St Paul wrote: ‘Do not worry about anything, but in everything

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be

made known to God.’ 

Philippians 4:6

Joy Hance

and then brought in, we offer choices including vegetarian, and we

have delicious homemade puddings. For four years we have also

enjoyed a Christmas Dinner, which a team of ‘outworkers’ has

helped us to prepare, and bring to church beforehand, including

non-alcoholic mulled wine and crackers. (The Rectory kitchen smelt

of turkey for days afterwards!) A real challenge, but achieved and

very much enjoyed.

We end our time together with a short Christian message, to

send us on our way. The time together is much enjoyed by everyone,

but without the hard working team of committed volunteers it just

wouldn’t happen. Thank you to all of them. Thank you Jeff for

having the idea in the first place, it has been a winner!

Esther Partridge 
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We are all about giving!

The Besom in Witney is a local Christian charity that exists to help

us give our time, money, skills or things to those in our community

who are in a time of need. Good quality household items,

furniture and furnishings are passed onto people setting up home

from scratch referred by professionals helping the family or

individual. Time givers collect, sort, pack up and deliver house

packs by car or in the Besom van.

Groups of time givers from local churches might offer their

skills and time to projects such as gardening, decorating or

cleaning to those unable to do it for themselves, perhaps due to

an absence of tools and equipment or due to ill health or family

difficulties. The effect has been described as being a bit like being

part of a TV makeover programme, like DIY SOS or Ground Force.

The group brings their skills, time and enthusiasm and The Besom

matches this to someone who would benefit from this type of help. 

The Besom passes on gifts of food year round to people in

crisis – at least three days’ worth of meals and snacks for the size

of household, tailored to preferences and dietary limitations. We

will also include toiletries and pet food if available as required.

At harvest many of the local churches will offer a special food

collection opportunity for their congregations to give through The

Besom in Witney, in the assurance that these will be used to help

the poorest of the poor in our local neighbourhood and

surrounding villages in West Oxfordshire. 

Team members meet to pray together each week and if you

would like to join a prayer time or receive an approximately

monthly prayer email so you can support the work of The Besom

in prayer, please get in touch with the team on

contact@witneybesom.org or via 07549 842789.

As expressed by one giver recently ‘The Besom is a beautiful

way to love our neighbour and to show the love of Jesus in a

practical way’. 

Will you pray about what The Lord may be asking you to give?

Gill Simmonds
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Mothers’ Union 

Members of Witney Branch have been out and about over the

summer. In June we had the Deanery Festival service at St. Mary’s

Cogges to celebrate our 140th birthday and the Queen’s 90th. The

service was led by Rev’d Simon Kirby, vicar of Cogges, and was

followed by lunch. July saw an outing to Aston Pottery where

members admired the flowers, had cream teas and indulged in a

bit of retail therapy.

In August members set to with a will to make Christmas cards for

the chaplain at Bullingdon Prison to distribute. This has become

an eagerly anticipated craft afternoon in honour of Mary Sumner

Day, which always falls close to the date of our August meeting.

Also in August one member held an ‘open house’ afternoon for

members and friends to get together over a cup of tea and chat.

Donations and a Bring and Buy raised £73 for branch funds.

Lorna Whitehouse

Witney Parish Wives

We are an informal group who meet once a month in the

Winchester room at St. Mary's Church. We start our new year after

the summer break, with a Harvest themed September meeting.

Last year the Revd. Claire Titcombe gave us a talk on her favourite

hymn and this year the Revd. Alastair Blaine is giving a talk. All

members bring a plate of food for our harvest supper and the

tables are decorated with Autumn flowers and berries. In October

we have a beetle drive, and in November we have a talk on the

history of Salter Steamers. To finish in December, we have music

and words with Lesley Morris, Keith Harris and friends followed

by a Christmas supper.

It is with regret, that we have to close down our Witney Parish

Wives group after 48 years. It is sad we will not see 50 years but

with falling numbers and the cost of speakers increasing we had to

make the decision to close. But from January we hope to organise

a meal four times a year, so that members can keep in touch.

Rosemary White
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All-American Concert at St Mary’s

The San Marco Chamber Music Society, from Jacksonville, Florida,

were touring Oxfordshire in June, and kindly agreed to give their

fees to St Mary’s ‘Raise the Roof’ campaign. The ensemble

comprises a string quartet, plus oboe and flute. Lots of parishioners

showed their appreciation by turning up on the night, and giving

a rousing welcome to the Americans.

The programme included music by well-known American

composers like Samuel Barber, with his beautiful ‘Adagio for

Strings’, George Gershwin's ‘Lullaby’ and Leonard Bernstein's

excerpts from ‘West Side Story’. More recent pieces were ‘Dream

Dances’ by Peter Schickele, written in 1988, which were very lively

and eminently danceable, with beautiful oboe and flute

accompaniment, and Bill Douglas’s ‘Songs and Dances’ from 2012

for oboe and string quartet. Someone remarked that it was so nice

to hear modern American music that was not of the John Cage and

John Adams variety of atonal or minimalist nature. A third modern

piece was the very lively composition by Piotr Szewczyk called

‘Traffic Jam Alert’ from 2002, which was only its second

performance. For several people I spoke to, it epitomised Witney

drivers’ frustrations with the A40, which made us all laugh.

Frederick Delius is counted an honorary American as he

managed, or mismanaged, his father’s orange grove near Jacksonville

when he was a young man, spending his time composing music

instead. So his Intermezzo from 'Fennimore and Gerda' an opera of

1919, was slipped in. Another non-American piece was

from South America, 'Impresiones de la Puna' by Alberto

Ginastera, with haunting flute solos evoking the Peruvian

pipes, which was very beautiful.

The audience was very appreciative and gave two

curtain calls, whereupon the Americans played

'Summertime' by Gershwin as an encore, which the

audience loved.

The six musicians and family members were put up

by Witney hosts and wish to thank them for all for their

hospitality. The concert raised about £800 for the Roof

campaign.
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Hailey Gardening Club –

Open Gardens

For anyone who knows the village of Hailey and the people who

live here, it will be apparent that ours is both an active and a

welcoming community. If you live in Hailey there is no excuse for

boredom as there are a number of active organisations, and

volunteers are always being sought. Hailey Gardening Club, in its

many guises, has been a stalwart of the village for well over 60 years.

From an old handwritten minute book that I have, the idea of

an Open Gardens event appears to have first been discussed back

in 1998. This was well received by the village. Since that time, the

Open Gardens event, now held biennially, has continued to draw

in people from Hailey, garden enthusiasts from other villages as

well as summer visitors. There are, of course, those who just come

for the tea and cake! But we’re happy with that too. It’s just lovely

to see everyone who comes to share our work.

This year’s Open Gardens was timed to coincide with the, now

annual, Hailey Festival – a range of activities put on by Hailey’s

various organisations for residents and anyone else who cares to

come along. Depending on taste and stamina, it is possible to

participate in anything from rounders to scarecrow spotting, from

wellie wanging to attending the church service, and from sheep

shearing to beating the goalie, with as much tea, cake and
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barbecued food as you can eat.

The Open Gardens event is one of the more sedate events, but

extremely enjoyable for all that. This year the gardening club was

able to offer exploration of 10 gardens from one end of the village

– Delly End, through the centre – Middletown – to the other end

– Poffley End – with tea and cake being served at both ‘Ends’ for

those who made it all the way round. The gardens are all very

different, but the thing that all the gardeners share is their passion.

They love to explain their ideas behind the display of flowers,

shrubs, vegetables, quirky designs, buildings and the array of,

often very unusual, objects. Each garden reflects the personality

of the gardener. Some are very ordered and carefully presented.

Others demonstrate very clear ideas on colour, structure and

texture. A number have water features – contributing to the

tranquillity of the garden. In at least one garden it is possible to

feel that you are no longer in Hailey at all, but have entered a

fantastical world where it may be possible to meet anyone – or

even any creature – around the next corner as you make your way

through the leafy fronds over steps and bridges past a collection

of unusual glittering treasures.

For all of us involved in opening our gardens this is a joyous

occasion. We gather together a couple of days beforehand and

visit each other’s gardens. Admiring everyone’s work and ideas –

whilst also worrying, just a little bit, that our own gardens may not

come up to scratch. 

On the day itself, we all heave a sigh of relief that the weather

forecast looks ‘OK’ and then set about worrying whether visitors

will actually turn up. And, of course, they do. That is one of the

things that Hailey residents are good at. They turn up. Those of us

involved in feeding them wonder if there will be enough cake, but

there always is. Everyone enjoys it, especially if there is the odd

hint of sunshine and they can take their time to wander, ask

questions about various plants and then sit down for a well-earned

cup of tea and chat to their friends and neighbours. It is a great

day and the proceeds from the event help subsidise the cost of

putting on the Village Show  – another longstanding event – this

year to be held on Saturday, 3 September. 

Ann Gibson
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West Oxfordshire Food Bank

It all started in 2012. I had had a particularly difficult family time

and I wanted to help others, who might be suffering as we had

done. So I started in a small way collecting and distributing food to

needy families from my own kitchen. It soon became obvious that

there was a big need in the area, so with the generous help and

support of the Baptist church in Ducklington, we moved into larger

premises. After a while we moved to Witney, to the Elim church, so

that we were more central. From there we moved into a garage, and

then in 2013 to Cottsway Housing Association in Station Lane. They

have been very generous in extending our stay until spring 2017,

after which we will need to move. Ideally we need a unit in central

Witney which is easily accessible to our clients. 

People in need of our support are referred from a variety of

services, organisations and charities; they may be couples, families

or single people, who are down on their luck and in need of

provisions. The numbers of referrals vary according to the time of the

year, the weather, illnesses, and school holidays, but our dedicated

team of 15 or so unpaid volunteers are always up to the challenge.

Of course we too need support, and donations of food.

Individuals, churches, charities and shops all contribute by

bringing offerings to our office at Cottsway, or leaving tins and

packets in the various boxes around the town.

We want to be able to expand, and to reach more deserving

families and individuals. In addition to our food parcels, we would

like to be in a position to work with other charities, offering advice

and social support. Eventually, we would like to be in a position to

offer fresh produce too. With all these ideas in mind, we are talking

with SOFEA (South Oxfordshire Food and Education Alliance) based

in Didcot, about what might be possible in the future.

If you, your organisation, or your church, can collect tinned

and packaged food for us, that would be a great help. But we also

need donations of money and offers of help. Above all, at this

uncertain time, we need suggestions or offers of accommodation

for the future. If you can help in any way, please let me know.

Thank you. Jo Cypher, oxwestfoodbank@Gmail.com

www.oxfordshirewestfoodbank.co.uk
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Ride & Stride 2016

Despite the inclement weather in the first half of the day, eight

intrepid walkers and four equally fearless cyclists from Holy Trinity

took part in the annual Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust Ride

& Stride on 10 September. 

The walkers met at Woodstock Methodist Church, visited three

other churches in Woodstock as well, and then headed off to

Bladon, Church Hanborough, Long Hanborough, and Combe,

finishing at North Leigh – a total of 13 churches and 10 –11 miles.

There were many highlights – everyone delighted over the new

Churchill window in St Martin’s, Bladon and arriving in time to

see the bride and groom emerge from their wedding at St.

Laurence, Combe was a bonus. A very pleasant lunch in the Hand

& Shears at Church Hanborough allowed the party to get over the

soaking in the morning and the sun did shine later in the day.

Especial commendation for Janet Coleman for joining in and it

was great to have her daughter, Susie, taking part and Jo Gribben’s

friend, Julie, who came over from Cheltenham.

Ben (8) and Jacob (5) braved the rain on their bikes with

parents in tow. Doing the eight Witney churches was enough for

Jacob, but Ben and mum Ruth then set off and visited South Leigh,

Sutton and Stanton Harcourt. They were heading towards

Ducklington and Curbridge, but the heavy rain and wind proved

too much for Ben, who after 10 soggy miles had to be rescued by

his dad! It is great to see two of the younger members of the

congregation taking such an active part and raising money both

for the Trust and Holy Trinity. 

It’s always the second Saturday in

September, so, if you fancy a grand day

out next year, put 9 September 2017 in

your diary, listen for the announcements

in June and July, get a sponsorship form

(http://ohct.org.uk/ or from Chris Riley)

and start StRiding. And, if you don’t fancy

walking or cycling, I understand you’re

also allowed to ride on horseback!

Chris Riley

From top: Crossing the

Evenlode near

Combe; SS Peter and

Paul, Church Hanbor-

ough; a well-earned if

slightly damp lunch. 
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What’s all this about fair trade?

It can get very confusing reading about Fair trade, Fairtrade and

Traidcraft. What is the difference you may ask, and why should I

support it?

Fair trade is an alternative to unfair trading systems of world trade –

a way of seeking justice for producers through right trading

relationships. The use of the term Fairtrade (one word) is reserved by

the Fairtrade Foundation as a description of products and transactions

involving products that meet international Fairtrade standards and of

related activities such as the Fairtrade Towns campaign.

You may have heard that in 2011, Witney became a Fairtrade

Town. To do this, a town or city must meet 5 goals: 

1. Local council passes a resolution supporting Fairtrade,

and agrees to serve Fairtrade products (for example, in

meetings, offices and canteens). 

2. A range of (at least two) Fairtrade products are readily

available in the area's retail outlets (shops,

supermarkets, newsagents, petrol stations) and served

in local catering outlets (cafes, restaurants, pubs).

3. Local workplaces and community organisations (places

of worship, schools, universities, colleges etc.) support

Fairtrade and use Fairtrade products wherever possible.. 

4. Media coverage and events raise awareness and

understanding of Fairtrade across the community.

5. A local Fairtrade steering group is convened to ensure

the Fairtrade Town campaign continues to develop and

gain new support. 
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In our case this is Witney Area Fair Trade Action Group. We

formed ten years ago and have achieved a great deal. However

we desperately need some new people to join us!

So what about Traidcraft? Traidcraft is an independent company

with a linked development charity. They do not benefit from the

sales of Fairtrade products in the supermarket.

Over the past three decades, Traidcraft has pioneered the

introduction of fair trade products, such as chocolate, tea and

coffee, into the UK market – products now seen everywhere with

the Fairtrade Mark. But, while the success of Fairtrade certification

and labelling are great, they believe in an alternative trading

model that goes deeper, way beyond a set of standards. They offer

the best of fair trade – having spent more than three decades

seeking out and supporting the most vulnerable and marginalised

farmers and artisans across the developing world – producers who

could not cope with the demands or scale required by mainstream

businesses or the supermarkets. They also lobby big business and

government for fundamental changes to the way trade works so

that it benefits the poor.

Since people have been buying Fairtrade in supermarkets,

Traidcraft sales have suffered, so it is very important that we

continue to support them. However the next best thing is to buy

Fairtrade whenever and wherever we can.

Does it work? Yes emphatically. Sales in 2014 were £1.6 bn

helping 1.5 million farmers and workers. Also, under Fairtrade

standards, cooperatives and worker organisations receive a social

FairtradePremium which allows them to improve their communities

by building schools, hospitals, provide clean water etc.

So why should Christians be passionate about fair trade? 

Dewi Hughes said ‘What we do when we shop is engage in

trade… It is impossible to buy anything without impacting the lives

of other people. Since Jesus asks us as Christians to love our

neighbours as ourselves, and our neighbour is any other human

being with whom we come into contact, the demand to love must

prevail when we shop.’ (The Bible and Trade)

Please get in touch if you would like to get involved.

Wendy Maddison, Co-ordinator of Witney Area 

Fair Trade Action Group, 01993881364
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Foetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS)

Foetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS) is a reality for children and parents,

both at home and abroad. Among all the things a mother-to-be is

expected to observe or avoid, alcoholic drinks are among the

foremost. In the experiences I have had of being alongside pregnant

women, different people have different levels of difficulty with this.

For some I have seen the need to just socialise with a drink; for

others the very idea of drinking anything with an ABV measure on

the side turns their stomach. I am in no doubt that there are

experiences beyond these points on the spectrum, too.

Whilst working in South Africa in early 2011, I spent some time

volunteering for an occupational health centre in De Aar, the primary

purpose of which was the prevention of the occurrence of Foetal

Alcohol Syndrome by offering support to mothers throughout their

pregnancies. As off-shoot projects, the centre also worked with new

mothers to find creative ways to combat the effects of poverty on the

development of their babies, and provided an after-school club.

The project was run under the umbrella of the Foundation for

Alcohol-Related Research (FARR) which was responding to some

fairly frightening research, the details of which are outlined in the

Sunday Independent article referenced below. De Aar had, in

2002, the highest level of diagnosed Foetal Alcohol Syndrome

(FAS) in the world, and this was entirely down to the level of

poverty in the town.

FAS is a spectrum of disorders, caused by a pregnant woman’s

exposure to alcohol, which affect the development of children in

the womb and continue to present difficulties throughout life.

Some issues may be spotted at birth and others may present later

in life. According to the charity FAS Aware UK, FAS is ‘… the

biggest cause of non-genetic mental handicap in the western

world and the only one that is 100% preventable’. In De Aar,

following the collapse of the railway industry in South Africa (De

Aar was South Africa’s equivalent of Didcot), unemployment,

poverty and desperation are rife, and the illegal bars (known as

‘shebeens’) moved in to turn one person’s desperation into

someone else’s profit. 

According to the area co-ordinator at the centre in De Aar, Lian
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Drotsky, the symptoms can include, but are not limited to: smaller

brain size, resulting in lower intelligence (average IQ 65) and

learning difficulties; behavioural problems, including

hyperactivity, poor concentration and inappropriate social and

sexual behaviour. The physical characteristics include under-

formed musculature (which for a baby may mean that it cannot

feed effectively and so is permanently hungry and, consequently,

crotchety), significantly below-average growth and characteristic

facial features. However, FAS is a spectrum, so each of these

characteristics may be present to a greater or lesser degree, or not

at all.

Whilst FAS was so prevalent in De Aar as a result of poverty, it

is not a syndrome which is limited to the poverty-stricken parts of

the world. The alcoholic beverage served in the shebeens of De

Aar might have had more in common with the antifreeze in your

car radiator, but Professor Denis Viljoen, the founder of FARR,

commented to me on one of his visits, that he had seen exactly

the same effects on children in the Bollinger-quaffing suburbs of

Johannesburg. And if in Johannesburg, then in our own country,

too. The quality of the drink is not what damages the child, but

the exposure to alcohol.

From my experience volunteering for Lian, Professor Viljoen

and their staff in De Aar, I arrived at several conclusions. Firstly,

the consumption of alcohol during pregnancy presents a very real

and entirely avoidable threat to the health and wellbeing of

children, and that many of the mothers experienced difficulties in

that area because they were not upheld and supported by the

fathers of their children – if both attempted to abstain for the

duration of the pregnancy it was invariably more achievable.

Secondly, that it was the desperation and poverty caused by lack

of employment and prospects which drove people to drink, not

their wilfulness or ignorance, and that if this is true of FAS, it must

also be true of countless other mental and physical conditions.

Thirdly, this is what the granting of fullness of life (John 10) is:

when, despite what life has dealt you, you are loved into a new

state, where the problems of the past are of no consequence, and

what matters is your future relationship with God and the world.

Alastair Blaine

Article on the FARR proj-

ect in De Aar from the

South African Sunday In-

dependent (23 July 2012)

http://tinyurl.com/gs8bk9f 

A blog entry, of 23 Febru-

ary 2011, from the time of

my work in De Aar:

http://tinyurl.com/jslfb94

The Foundation for 

Alcohol Related Research:

www.farrsa.org.za

Organisations in the UK:

www.nofas-uk.org,

www.fasdtrust.co.uk,

http://fasaware.co.uk



40

‘The Supper of the Lamb, 

a culinary reflection’

Howard’s request was a challenging one; could I write a book

review for the next, food-themed edition of Witney Way? I

searched my memory and my bookshelves, but to no avail;

nothing suitable suggested itself. I was speaking that evening to

Canon Elizabeth Thomson, our former Vicar, who asked ‘Do you

know The Supper of the Lamb by Robert Farrar Capon? It’s a cross

between a cook book and a work of theology.’ It sounded

intriguing and ideal, and I contacted Amazon at once. Sadly, it

arrived too late for me try any of the recipes, but soon enough for

me to read it and be captivated. 

Farrar Capon was an American Episcopalian priest, and also a

passionate and talented amateur chef. The book was first published

in 1967, but it was republished by the Modern Library Press in

2002. At first sight it is an extensive recipe for a whole leg of lamb,

so that it will provide four meals for eight persons, and indeed by

the end of the book the reader is in an excellent position to cook

the dishes. But the joy of the book is what happens in between. 

Fr. Capon – what an appropriate name! – is a profound believer

in the God-given importance of old-fashioned home cooking and

hospitality, regarding this as a way of affirming with our fellow

humans, the glorious generosity of God. His writing reminds me

a little of G. K. Chesterton, who was also a religious materialist,

just like Tolkien or C. S. Lewis, and he brings the same wit and

spiritual insight to the everyday business of producing food for

one’s family or friends. The second chapter is devoted almost

entirely to a close study of an onion, all that it is and all that it

contributes to cooking. ‘Man’s real work is to look at the things of

the world and love them for what they are,’ he states. ‘That is, after

all, what God does, and man was not made in God’s image for

nothing.’ The text passes from prayer, through poetry, to puff pastry

and in the course of reading it, we learn how to make croissants,

stuffed clams, Swedish meatballs, zabaglione. But we also learn

much about God’s hospitality, shown by Jesus’s willingness to

share meals throughout his life, and at the end to institute the last
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Supper of the Lamb with his disciples that we celebrate Sunday

by Sunday.

The book does, to an extent, show its age. The food may be

too rich, too heavy for our modern taste; his views on wine, while

very sound, can know nothing of the enormous strides in wine-

making in so many countries over the last fifty years, and he

would deplore any counting of units; you may well take his

strictures on knives and corkscrews with some considerable

reserve. But you cannot fail to be enchanted and uplifted by the

humour, the wit, the wisdom, the enthusiasm for culinary art, and

if you try the recipes, you may well enhance your own skills as a

cook. As a Parish we rightly set great store by hospitality, whether

in the Rector’s welcoming house or in one of our churches. The

Supper of the Lamb puts this in a delightful theological context,

for we are called, as Fr Capon reminds us,

To grace the Supper of the Lamb,

The unimaginable Session,

In which the Lion lifts Himself Lamb slain,

And, Priest and Victim,

Brings

The City

Home.

David Exham

The Supper of the Lamb, a culinary reflection by Robert 

Farrar Capon is published by the Modern Library Press,

New York, 2002.
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Witney Feast 2016

The sun shone on the 773rd Witney Feast, attracting large crowds to

St Mary’s church and the Fair. The Feast celebrates the dedication of

the present church in 1243. After a lively Funky Party on Saturday

night, the church was restored to service mode for Sunday, then re-

arranged for vintage cream teas on Sunday afternoon. Then back

again for the evening civic service, attended by the mayor and

councillors; the preacher was the Bishop of Dorchester.

Then on to the fairground service – now in its 52nd year. Choir,

councillors, clergy and Bishop Colin clambered up onto James

Noyce and Sons’ historic Golden Gallopers to lead hymns

accompanied by the 1901 fairground organ. One of the ‘organ

books’ used had been specially cut in Amsterdam for the BBC Songs

of Praise broadcast in 1988. Around 300 people attended this

service, a larger group than in recent years. We greatly appreciated

the welcome from Mr and Mrs Wilson, who run the fair, and Tommy

and Joe Noyce for making their magnificent ride available to us.

Activities in the church on Sunday and the evenings of the fair

attracted very good attendances, many people speaking of their

appreciation of the opportunity to look round the church and enjoy

the bar, café, book and jewellery stalls. The ‘bucket collectors’ were

hard at work in the churchyard on the Fair evenings. The fairground

display by the Witney Model Club, was much admired. Ted Miles,

one of the exhibitors, was one of the group of enthusiasts who

organised the first Fairground service 52 years ago. Three local

choirs and Stephanie Keates entertained on the Monday and

Tuesday evenings. The Annual Art Exhibition had attracted entries

from a wide group of artists and was another popular attraction.

We were again delighted to welcome a number of schools

during the day, and the children appreciated the art activity, based

on the story of the ‘butterfly bishop’, colouring in paper butterflies

which were then mounted in a magnificent display reaching from

top to bottom of the chancel crossing.

Figures are still being finalised, but over the weekend we raised

over £3,300. It was a lot of work from many people, but the

positive and warm atmosphere generated made it all worthwhile.

Before long we start planning for the 2017 Feast…    Ian Meyrick
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Michael Harris engraving the new headstone

at HT which commemorates the memory of

those whose ashes have been interred. It’s

taken years to get this far and now the stone

is there, the engraving is done. Hurray!

A cheerful curate at the Funky Party at St

Mary’s. 




