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1 Church - 4 Locations
 

The local church is the hope of the world



Rector’s Report
My brothers and sisters,

What a privilege to share in this wonderful parish and 
our common sacramental life.  Once again we have 
seen many changes, and once again the Spirit is 
leading us to great things and new blessings are 
showered upon us.  We’ve seen considerable changes 
this last year.  We have a new Bishop as Steven Croft 
has taken up the reigns and we are already seeing the freshness that 
this has brought.  In May of this year (2017) he will be holding a 
significant conference with leaders from across the diocese to develop 
our future vision.  This will probably be based around the three areas of: 
Contemplative, Compassionate and Courageous, developing 
Bishop Steven’s love of the beatitudes, or the ‘beautiful attitudes’ as he 
spoke of them recently in our deanery.

We’ve also said farewell to our Team Vicar, Neil and sent he, Jill and 
Harriet on their way with our blessing for their new lives in London.  
Just at that point - and aware that Alastair will be leaving shortly - it all 
felt rather tough.  However, three new members of the ministry team 
are just beginning (pictured below).  First, the Rev’d Prebendary Mark 
Thomas as a new Associate Priest.  Second, the Rev’d Chris(tine) 
Howden as an Ecumenical Minister - Chris is a Baptist minister who 
has worshipped at S Mary’s for some time.  Third, Sonia as a pastoral 
assistant.

As we welcome them, we also pray for Ross to be made deacon on 1 
July at 10am and also for God to call a new team vicar.  The team 
keeps changing, but God remains constant.  As we reflect on God’s 
constancy I invite you to think, what does ‘great’ look like in the context 
where you live out your Christian life; and how can we support you in 
this?  Grace and Peace

 

Toby Wright, Rector of Witney


�   �   �
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1. Mission 
• We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable 

Christianity. 
• We are four Church of England churches, some large and 

some small, serving the town of Witney and the villages 
round about. 

• We are here to worship God and to help each other to grow 
in faith.  

• We are committed to living our lives in the love, joy and hope 
of the risen Christ. 

• You can find us in church, in schools, in hospitals, village 
halls, supermarkets, nursing homes, up late with the 
Street Pastors, at the toddler group... wherever people are. 
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2. Financial Summary 
Statement of Financial Activities 

 Parish Of Witney 
Combined 

 
Unrestricted  Restricted  Endowment  Total  Prior year 

 funds  funds  funds  funds  total funds 

 Incoming resources      

 Incoming resources from 
generated funds 

 Voluntary income  £     139,866  £        77,793  £          
217,659 

 £          
189,486 

 Activities for generating funds  £        39,271  £          6,508  £            
45,779 

 £            
52,095 

 Investment income  £                
53  £                 -    £                    

53 
 £                    

70 

 Incoming resources from 
charitable activities  £        14,424  £             160  £            

14,584 
 £            

14,015 

 Other incoming resourses  £          2,431  £                 -     £              
2,431 

 £              
3,338 

 Total incoming resources  £     196,045  £        84,461  £               -    £          
280,506 

 £          
259,004 

 Resources used 

 Cost of generating funds  £                 -    £             342  £                  
342 

 £                  
295 

 Cost of generating voluntary 
income  £          2,962  £          1,146  £              

4,108 
 £              

9,123 

 Fundraising trading cost of goods 
sold and other costs  £                 -    £                 -    £                     

-   
 £                     
-   

 Investment management costs  £                 -    £                 -    £                     
-   

 £                     
-   

 Charitable activities  £     191,333  £        65,922  £          
257,255 

 £          
240,330 

 Governance costs  £                 -    £                 -    £                     
-   

 £              
1,250 

 Other resources used  £                 -    £                 -     £                     
-   

 £                     
-   

 Total resources used  £     194,295  £        67,410  £               -    £          
261,705 

 £          
250,998 

     

 Net incoming / outgoing 
resources before transfer  £          1,750  £        17,050  £               -    £            

18,801 
 £              

8,006 
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Balance sheet 
 Total funds  Prior year funds  

   

 Fixed assets 

 Tangible assets £18,818.00 £21,013.00

£18,818.00 £21,013.00

 Current assets 

 Debtors £2,042.00 £3,750.00

 Cash at bank and in hand £149,386.00 £121,533.00

£151,428.00 £125,283.00

 Liabilities 

 Creditors: Amounts falling due in one year £10,919.00 £5,772.00

 Provision for liabilities due within one year £0.00 £0.00

£10,919.00 £5,772.00

  

 Net current assets less current liabilities  £140,509.00 £119,511.00

  

 Total assets less current liabilities  £159,327.00 £140,524.00

  

 Total net assets less liabilities  £159,327.00 £140,524.00
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Analysis of Income and expenditure

Income resources from generated funds - Voluntary income

Unrestricted Designated Restricted Endowment This year Last year

Gift Aid - Bank 64,735£           -£              990£            -£             65,725£          68,081£          

Gift Aid - Envelopes 12,619£           -£              -£            -£             12,619£          12,079£          

Other planned giving 9,575£             -£              130£            -£             9,705£            10,040£          

Loose plate collections 15,081£           -£              327£            -£             15,409£          12,462£          

Regular gift days -£                -£              -£            -£             -£                2,802£            

One-off Gift Aid gifts 1,776£             -£              -£            -£             1,776£            3,430£            

Donations appeals etc 6,162£             -£              43,434£       -£             49,596£          26,767£          

Tax recoverable on Gift Aid 19,007£           -£              6,746£         -£             25,753£          24,514£          

Legacies -£                -£              -£            -£             -£                500£               

Recurring grants 1,794£             -£              -£            -£             1,794£            1,032£            

Non-recurring one-off grants 6,263£             -£              26,166£       -£             32,428£          27,103£          

Other funds generated 2,853£             -£              -£            -£             2,853£            676£               

139,866£         -£              77,793£       -£             217,659£        189,486£        



3 Review of the year
3.1 Churchwarden’s Report

The Parish saw further progress in the maintenance and planned 
improvements to our churches. We are grateful to everyone who brings 
this about in the generous giving of time and money.  We are 
enormously appreciative of those who work, in a quiet way and behind 
the scenes, in addition to those who serve in more prominent roles. 
Immense thanks go to our Clergy and all members of the Ministry 
Team, and to the retired Clergy who provide so much additional 
support.  We value and recognise the input from our organists and 
parish administrator.


We have seen a significant increase in the number of people entering 
our buildings as the result of our Parish events: the Flower & Fabric 
Festival, Beer festival, Wfofad and Feast, in addition to significant work 
with schools.


Collective worship is led in five primary schools and our Clergy are 
currently leading the Deanery in engaging churches with their schools.  
We have an association with eleven schools in total, with members of 
the congregation and clergy serving on governing bodies in some. As in 
previous years, we held a schools day during the Feast 2016, which 
looked at the story of Bp. Peter De Roche, who had been instrumental 
in the building of St Mary’s and who became known as the butterfly 
Bishop. The outcome was the children constructing a magnificent 
piece of artwork of ascending butterflies, displayed in St Mary’s and 
greatly appreciated by visitors and our congregations.


 The Christmas period saw an increase in numbers at services 
throughout all our churches in the parish. 


As a parish we have walked in the Cotswolds, enjoyed Choral 
Evensongs and, in June, a variety of worthy celebrations to mark the 
90th birthday of H.M. the Queen.


A group of parishioners visited Assisi in the spring, together with a 
party from our link parish in Sweden, on a pilgrimage led by Magnus, 
their priest.
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In the autumn we learned that Jill Traynor was offered a job in 
Kensington to start in the spring 2017 and so we prepare to find a new 
Team Vicar to replace Neil.


The Clergy visit and administer the Sacrament, assisted by members of 
our congregations to: St Mary’s Mead, Fernleigh and Richmond Village 
residents, along with those at Cedar Court, Middletown Grange and 
Mill House nursing homes.


Finally, we remember the souls of the departed whom we love and see 
no more.


May they Rest in Peace 
and Rise in Glory.


Charlotte Tremain

Josie Holmes

Churchwardens


3.2 PCC Report

The PCC met 6 times during the year.  In additional to the normal round 
of looking across the parish of what we are doing and receiving reports 
of things happening within and beyond our churches we have agreed 
to focus on renewing our stewardship as a parish.  We’ve also been 
celebrating some of the mission that is happening already - and what a 
lot it is!  It is certainly an exciting time and the work for our festivals is 
considerable.  Looking forward, as a PCC we shall be doing some work 
using the material Evidence to Action to help us look at our vision and 
this leading to action.  Finally, we shall also be looking at possible 
merging with the parish of Minister Lovell and ensuring that this is done 
as well as can be.
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3.3 Fabric Reports

3.3.1 Saint Mary’s Church Fabric Report
Much has been accomplished this year. 


In March the bell tower was cleaned of pigeon excrement and all 
apertures made pigeon proof. In the same month the flashing round the 
toilet roof was repaired and made water tight.


During June the surface water drains were surveyed and cleared. All 
manholes and catch pits were cleaned out and pipes unblocked of silt 
and debris.


In June the floor to the nave altar dais was repaired and strengthened 
due to damage caused by a cherry picker running over it.

Throughout the summer most of the church downpipes and guttering 
were cleared and repaired/replaced where necessary.

Late summer all loose and broken floor tiles within the church were 
reset and made safe.

In September, the septic tank was emptied.


In the Wenman Room three faulty high level lights were replaced with 
more efficient LED units and two faulty strip lights were replaced in the 
Winchester Room.


The outside notice board was cleaned and refixed after wind damage.

Towards the end of the year the main altar was relocated back to the 
chancel and a temporary donated altar installed on the nave dais, 
whilst we await new altar furnishings.


3.3.2 Holy Trinity Church Fabric Report
The church is generally in a good state, a few small repairs have been 
needed over the year such as replacing one or two slipped roof slates 
and unblocking the gutters on the vestry.

A working party of volunteers, led by Phil, have done some work in the 
churchyard, such as cutting back the grass on the paths, clearing moss 
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and ivy and trimming one of the laurel bushes. Inside some re-painting 
has been done in the Trinity Room. 

Talks with WODC and the Town Council are continuing about the 
removal or pruning of two yew trees in the churchyard. Squirrels had 
been getting into the church via holes in the roof, and had done some 
damage to the organ and the electrics. This was made easier by the 
closeness of the trees to the building. 


A new stone for the names of those who have been cremated has been 
erected in the churchyard.

The lighting is deteriorating fast and plans are now in hand to replace 
the whole system in July.

The Quinquennial is due in March and will have been done by the time 
you read this report, the DCC will review the recommendations in due 
course.


Phil Platt, Sally Down, Lorna Whitehouse


3.3.3 Hailey Church Fabric Report
The Floor 
The main area of concern and activity has concerned the failing floor 
and its consequences for our congregation and visitors, and over the 
past year, we have both taken steps to minimise those risks, and 
progressed from investigation of the problem, through fund raising, to 
at least a partial solution, which will hopefully become apparent over 
the next 12 months.


The above plans not only concern the floor but many other aspects of 
Hailey Church Fabric, i.e. Heating, Electrics, Font, Vestry, Pews, and so 
the past twelve months has been largely a time of ensuring that the 
fabric has not deteriorated whilst awaiting the changes and 
improvements planned.


Lightning Conductor 
During the year, the lightning conductor has been assessed and 
upgraded so that it meets the minimum resistance required by our 
insurance.
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Guttering 
The guttering on the south wall has been repaired.


External lights 
The lanterns over the gate and the south wall have been disassembled 
cleaned and maintained.


3.3.4 Curbridge Church Fabric Report
In 2016 we had our Quinquennial Inspection which highlighted a few 
issues, many of which have been addressed already by the Working 
Party. We have improved the landscaping of the churchyard by the 
removal of an over-grown hedge and its replacement with spring bulbs; 
trimming the edge of the path, and by re-negotiating a contract with the 
gentleman who cuts the grass. We have given attention to the gutters 
and downpipes and re-engineered the water butt so it overflows onto 
the ground rather than into the church wall.

We currently have a missing ridge-tile which we will work to address.

The QI noted the improvements to the churchyard walls carried out 
since the previous inspection.  However, the reverse side of one wall 
was overlooked and its deterioration was posing a danger to those 
accessing the neighbouring house.  Permission was given to take 
immediate steps to make this safe, but Full Faculty Permission has 
been required to make good this wall.  This is in progress.


Alastair Blaine 
3.4 Church Reports

3.4.1 Saint Mary’s Church Report 
Another very busy year at St Mary’s. One of the first events was the 
confirmation service held one weekday evening in February and 
presided by Bishop Colin. 

Hospitality lies at the core of our church’s being: over nine centuries we 
have welcomed families and farmers, clerics and merchants, land 
owners and millers, cloth- and blanket makers, civic and business 
leaders – and we continue to do so.  Each year we host an astonishing 
range of community events: eg. the Beer Festival, Food & Drink 
Festival, and Flower & Fabric Festival attract thousands of visitors.  
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Each year 60,000 young people and adults enter this building – still the 
largest interior public space in West Oxfordshire.

Our now regular festivals; the Beer Festival held in April and the Food 
And Drink Festival in May were very well supported by the people of 
Witney and surrounding areas. We also held our first Festival of Flowers 
And Fabrics in July which was a great success. It featured an exhibition 
of the manufacture of Witney blankets through the ages, a display of 
quilts made by the local quilt group and a colourful and varied display 
of flower arrangements. The festival ended with a very well attended 
Evensong on the Sunday evening with guest preacher Canon Angela 
Tilby.

We celebrated the Queen’s 90th birthday on 11th June with a live 
broadcast on a large screen of the Trooping of the Colour within the 
church. Breakfast was served. In the evening, we enjoyed dancing to a 
live swing band. The celebrations continued on the Sunday with 
afternoon cream teas.


Early in July a picnic was held on The Leys recreation ground for the 
congregation with a bring and share lunch and team games for all age 
groups.


Witney Feast in September was blessed with beautiful weather. Bishop 
Colin led the fairground service on Sunday evening which was well 
supported by fairground folk and Witney people.


The church continues to be used for many private functions including 
concerts and organ recitals. The Winchester Room is regularly used by 
the Witney Art Group, the National Childbirth Trust for their meetings 
and the Acoustic Room – Open Mic “unplugged”.

Amongst the other events held by outside organisations, St Mary’s was 
the venue for the Conservative party hustings in the autumn.  We also 
support a number of charitable events, such as African Children’s 
Fund.

December was a very busy month with many school services and over 
a thousand people attending services on Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day.

Josie Holmes    Church Warden
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3.4.2 Holy Trinity Church Report
Worship 
Holy Trinity was the venue for the parish Good Friday Tenebrae service 
and a late afternoon service on Ascension Day.

In June the choir, under the direction of Paul Francis, led a Choral 
Evensong in honour of the Queen’s ninetieth birthday. Our usual 
Christmas service of nine lessons and carols was particularly well 
attended, and much appreciated.


Our group of regular servers has become depleted, but we have 
managed to rearrange some of the duties, and our Sunday services 
continue to run smoothly, with help from our setters-up, welcomers, 
readers, coffee servers and the people who tweak the sound system.

Kerry Griffiths does excellent work with the children in Sunday School.


Our Tuesday morning Communion services are well supported.


The oil filled candles on the nave altar have stopped working properly 
and it appears that the wicks are no longer available. It has been 
decided to replace the candles themselves whilst retaining the bases in 
memory of Ray Newell. The acolyte candles will be replaced with oil 
filled ones also, to avoid problems with draught from the heaters.


Community 
Acorns: Thursday mornings in term-time at Holy Trinity continue to be 
popular with pre-school children and their carers, thanks to the 
hardworking Acorns team.

The National Childbirth Trust used the church for their training sessions 
several times during the year.


Charitable Activity 
The Charities and Outreach Committee organised our usual Quiz and 
Pancakes evening just before Lent and Barbecue in the summer, 
raising money for our three 2016 Charities: Base 33, Cancer Research 
and Tear Fund.

We took part in the Christmas shoe box appeal, Christian Aid Week and 
Ride and Stride, and had a communal Christmas card which raised 
money for Crisis.
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People 
We are proud of Alan Gentry who was awarded the order of St Birinus 
in recognition of his contribution to our church life over many years, 
particularly his pastoral work. 

We owe a huge debt of gratitude to the many people, too numerous to 
list, who play a part in keeping Holy Trinity running smoothly week by 
week, and also to Toby, our Ministry Team and the retired clergy.


The future

In October Charles Chadwick, the Parish Development Adviser for our 
area, led us in a time of reflection on our vision for future growth, and 
we are in the process of following this up.


Towards the end of the year we learned that Neil would be leaving the 
parish, and we are now in a period of vacancy. We wish Neil, Jill and 
Harriet all the very best for their life in London, and look forward to the 
appointment of a new Team Vicar.

Phil Platt, Sally Down, Lorna Whitehouse. Deputy Churchwardens. 


3.4.3 Hailey Church Report
The 12 months March 2016 to March 2017 have seen a great number 
of changes and several major events and successes.


Neil Traynor 
The most significant is the resignation of the team vicar which caught 
us all by surprise, and it was with an emotional farewell we all said 
goodbye. Toby Wright came to our next DCC meeting and has outlined 
the process that will lead to the appointment of a new team vicar, and 
we as a church have given him the points we would like them to look 
for in their difficult choice ahead.


Deputy Church warden 
As the deputy warden, I have been in post for the last 3 years and have 
been involved with our new team vicar, but overwhelmingly the issue to 
do with the church floor has eclipsed all other matters in this three 
years. I have told the rector and the DCC that I will be resigning from 
this post at the APCM in May. In that time the congregation, but more 
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importantly the DCC have been the bedrock of the administration of the 
church. The St. John’s Fix the Floor project has an effective and active 
project group, lead by Michael Drew. Members of the DCC as well as 
congregation members, and others who are local people are all 
contributing their time, expertise and money to the FTF project. 

The day to day running of the church and services has continued with 
the steadfast diligence of the two sacristans and other previous church 
wardens still active in the congregation.

The church is fortunate to have unpaid organists who continue to give 
of their time and skills and provide great enjoyment to the 
congregation. The three individuals deserve special recognition for 
these efforts. Jeremy Lewis, Barbara Smith and Amalya Noel cover all 
the musical events between them, and arrange and perform at all our 
services, the Carol service being of particular note.


Services 
We have continued to enjoy a wide variety of services and our 
attendances are increased on last year. The spectrum from the Peace 
service to Woodland and Pet services, have all been well supported 
and significant in the church’s calendar. Compline and Carol services 
were less well attended and work has gone into trying to establish why. 
No firm conclusions came from this, but the timing of the service in 
Christmas week may have something to do with it.


Public engagement 
For all the momentous affairs, there has been an interesting common 
theme and that is of local engagement, for which the church should feel 
very pleased. In the summer, we had a “Lunch to Launch” event held at 
Michael and Sue Drew’s house; they had kindly donated the 
magnificent marquee that they had used for their wedding anniversary, 
to FTF for a fund-raising event. The team was divided up into groups 
who then had areas of the village to approach, and from posting 
invitations to knocking on doors, nearly every single household was 
invited to the lunch. Many people came and all enjoyed the marquee, 
the weather and the Hog roast and drinks. The music came from the 
Delly Welly Boot Band and the speeches from the usual suspects. But 
it was not the £3000 which was raised that was so extraordinary, but 
the mass of people who came, many of whom were enjoying a day out, 
when church would not have been uppermost in their minds. It was a 
great, and inclusive event.
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2017 
St. John’s approached the year with some anticipation for the 
uncertainties that lie ahead, both in fabric and personnel, but confident 
in the knowledge that 2016 saw great changes which were weathered 
well. The community is strong and grows stronger. We look forward to 
the new things that lie ahead.


3.4.4 Curbridge Church Report
In the past year Curbridge church has been growing steadily and 
gradually.  We have welcomed new families into the village and also 
people from the Richmond Village development.  We also welcome 
people from across the parish who on occasion wish to come to an 
earlier or quieter service on a Sunday


We have held a number of special services this year - most notably the 
Harvest Festival, Remembrance Sunday evening service, and the Carol 
Service on Advent 3, which attracted 61 people this year.


We continue to have a steady stream of baptisms, 7 of them in the past 
year, with large numbers of friends and family supporting - between 25 
and 86 have come to support the candidates.


We have had 2 funerals this year, but no weddings.


In reaching out to the community we held the annual Plant Sale in May, 
and followed it up with a Cream Tea in June. We also called upon their 
help for a morning of churchyard tidying, to which no fewer than 20 
people lent their strength.


I am particularly grateful to Betty Hughes and Gary Mulligan, for their 
work as Deputy Wardens; to Esther Partridge and Judy Marshall, who 
play the organ; to the Friends of Curbridge Church who support in 
practical and monetary ways the work of the church; and to all the 
congregation for their faithfulness and joy.


Alastair Blaine 
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3.5 Saint Mary’s Inspiring Change Report
1. Fund-raising for the restoration of the chancel roof, drainage and 

guttering projects and new chancel lighting has continued this 
year with a fair degree of success, following the news of a grant of 
£143,500 from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) in September 
2015.


2. Local people have sponsored 3500 of the 4000 slates and local 
trusts have given £32,000.


3. The project parameters, agreed with HLF, are as follows:

a. Restoration of 19th century roofs of the chancel and former 

organ chamber (slates and timbers).

b. Repair and improvement of rainwater guttering and drainage.

c. Repair of stonework of one of the chancel windows and 

replacement of the missing east gable cross.

d. Repair of water ingress damage to interior chancel ceiling and 

walls.

e. Repainting of interior ceiling.

f. Installation of new lighting in the chancel.


4. Reports received following the Investigation Day in February 2016 
suggested that the roof was in worse condition than had been 
thought and further surveys suggested that the guttering and 
drainage were inadequate. Tenders for the work, therefore, came 
in higher than we had expected and costs for this type of work 
also rose during this period.


5. In the light of the increase in costs from a projected £224k to 
£357k, an application for further help was made to HLF in 
December 2016.


6. News was received in early March 2017 that HLF would grant us a 
further £87k. This still leaves us with almost £50k to raise and 
applications are continuing to be made to trusts and foundations.


7. Results of bat surveys suggested that three species of bat were 
present in the church but that the chancel roof did not house a 
breeding colony.


8. Work on the roof will begin in early May 2017. Allowances will be 
made for the use of the chancel by the Food and Drink Festival in 
mid-May.


9. A number of fund-raising events have been held throughout the 
year in support of this Campaign and we are very grateful to all 
those who organised those and helped and attended on the day.
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10.Our thanks are due, too, to all of you who have sponsored slates, 
designed and printed greetings cards for sale, made marmalade 
to sell or contributed in any other way.


11. Simultaneously, over the last two years, we have been reviewing 
our vision for the church’s interior and a full Feasibility Study will 
be prepared for summer 2017.


Judy Brooks

Chair of Inspiring Change

March 2017


3.6 Witney Deanery Synod Report
The agreed priorities for the Deanery are:

1. Children and Young People

2. Men’s Ministry

3. Care for the underprivileged

Our focus in the Synod has been around these areas with a focus 
group leading in each of the areas.  The deanery Mission Action Plan 
was accepted by the Archdeaconry Mission and Pastoral Committee 
and we now move forward to implement it further.  In particular we look 
forward to a special event for schools on 8 May from 4-8pm at the 
Warwick Hall,  Burford - all welcome to drop in.


3.7 Mothers’ Union Report
During the past year we have been pleased to enrol new members, but 
sadly lost our dear friends Joan Potter, Judy Poole, Hilda Heley, Hetty 
Gates and Angela Pady who were great supporters of Mothers’ Union.


Our AGM last February was chaired by Tim Partridge, Barbara Eaton 
thanked members for their confidence in electing her as our new 
Leader.  Jill Revell, on behalf of the members, thanked Esther as our 
retiring leader, for all her time thought and management of the branch 
over several years.  Barbara then presented Esther with the gift of two 
large ceramic pots containing two Acers for her garden.


Our March meeting was our Lent Quiet Afternoon led by Brian and 
Christine Howden.  This was a time of reflection, using a variety of 
crosses of all sizes and types, together with images of the suffering 
Christ from paintings and sculpture, we were asked to choose and 
contemplate an image which spoke to us, the concept of the afternoon 
was warmly embraced by all members.
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Our April meeting was held at Holy Trinity, when Maddie Radburn told 
us about the ‘message in a bottle scheme’.  The bottles are placed in 
the fridge, containing details of medication, vital phone numbers etc.  
where they can be easily found by the emergency services.  In May, the 
Rev. Martin Peirce told us of the recent Pilgrimage to Assisi, in which 
members of Witney parish joined those from Bor in Sweden.  Martin 
told us about the life of St Francis, he then showed slides of the visit, 
sharing with us a flavour of the church and surrounding countryside of 
Assisi.


At our June meeting, we were celebrating the 90th birthday of her 
Majesty the Queen.  Members brought along books, mugs and 
souvenirs of the Coronation, we shared thoughts and memories of the 
day, with some of our members remembering lining the route through 
London to Buckingham Palace.  A common memory was that of Queen 
Salote, drenched from the pouring rain, still waving and smiling.  In 
June we were also welcomed at St Mary’s Cogges for our Deanery 
service.


In July we visited Aston Pottery, we were all wowed by the lovely flower 
borders, looking their best at this time of the year.  Lots of lovely things 
to look at inside the shop, followed by tea and cakes.  Mary Sumner 
Day in August saw us once again holding our craft afternoon.  This is 
always enjoyed by the members, lots of time to chat, and cards 
produced too.


In September we were once again at Holy Trinity for our meeting.  Enid 
Barrell was admitted as a member at this meeting.  We were pleased to 
welcome our Rector, Toby, who spoke to us about ‘Celebration of Faith’ 
which he told us is a lifelong journey, a process of learning and 
education.


In October we welcomed the Rev. Judi Holloway talking to us of the 
work of Open Doors, a Witney based organisation providing support to 
Christian minorities throughout the world.  Members were really 
touched to hear of the difficulties and sufferings of those who live in 
danger or are persecuted for their faith.


At our November meeting we welcomed our Diocesan Chaplain, the 
Rev. Lady Denise Brown.  Denise spoke about the many ways that we 

YEAR REVIEW - 2016 �19



can pray without using words.  She used music, pictures and icons, 
and urged us to use our own imaginations as aids to prayer.  She 
introduced us to a piece of writing by Robert Warren, seeing life as a 
garden, needing preparation, weeding and planting and being aware of 
the ways you and the divine gardener work together.

Today was also the 107th birthday of our oldest member Doris Field.

Our Advent Praise was held at Holy Trinity in December.  Once again 
we are grateful to Rosemary and Tim for preparing a service of hymns, 
poems and prayers, interspersed by the lighting of candles to aid our 
worship.


January was our branch Epiphany Party, this year an energetic Beetle 
Drive was enjoyed by all, followed by a bring and share tea.


Thanks go to all our faithful members who continue to attend meetings, 
offer lifts to others and help make and serve teas and offer care and 
fellowship in our branch. This is illustrated by the amount of knitting 
done by members for the premature baby unit at the JR, 25 blankets, 8 
cardigans, 9 hats and 16 soft toys, well done!


Ann Platt Feb 2017


3.8 Acorn Parent and Toddler Report
Acorns has been a very popular Group with the parents, carers and 
Grandparents who bring their children regularly on a Thursday morning 
to Holy Trinity Church

We were very sad the afternoon Group had to close at the end of the 
Summer term, due to lack of leaders and we thank Sheena, Elizabeth 
and Marilyn for all they did for the afternoon families, some of whom 
have transferred to the morning Group and adjusted to the different 
time. 

We have an average of 20 adults with 25 children each week, and most 
of them came to our Christmas Celebration when Joy Hance told them 
the real Christmas story with the help of the knit-ivity figures.  After 
special refreshments, Phillip McCormack made his entrance as a 
splendid Fr Christmas, giving them all a present to go home with. A 
highlight of the year!
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Thank you to all our helpers, furniture and toy movers, refreshment 
makers, play leaders and listeners for the adults to chat with.

All their help is invaluable, making Acorns the best Parent and Toddler 
Group in Town, but unless we can recruit more helpers, it will cease to 
exist, which would be an enormous pity.

Esther Partridge


3.9 Seniors’ Lunch Club Report
We have had a good year with a regular attendance of about 40 each 
month. The numbers are down a little as some of our regulars have 
sadly died especially Judy Poole and Joan Potter and others have 
become too infirm to be able to come. On the other hand we have 
welcomed newcomers, and look forward to suggesting to others, 
particularly those from the new Residential Homes that it is the way of 
meeting new friends and having a hot meal in good company.

We have a great regular band of 7 or 8 helpers which increases to 
about 30 for the Christmas dinner, who move furniture, lay tables, serve 
and wash up, as well as cook delicious meals which are much 
appreciated. We thank them all for their invaluable contribution, all 
through the year, they are a great team.

We had a splendid Christmas dinner with all the trimmings, and 
presents for everyone donated by Witney Rotary , for which we say a 
big thank you particularly  to Steve Holborough  the chairman,  who 
kindly suggested this should happen.

If you have a bus pass, do come and join us, you will be most 
welcome.

Esther Partridge


3.10 Women’s Group Report
The Women’s Group is aimed at women from across the Parish who 
are in their 20s to 40s (ish). The group meets monthly, with a break 
during the summer holidays. Each meet varies but focuses or faith 
and fellowship and has included guest speakers, drinks out and an 
Agape Eucharist.


YEAR REVIEW - 2016 �21



3.11 Faith with Spice, Men’s Curry Group Report
Faith with Spice took a six month sabbatical during the middle part of 
2016, but was relaunched on 25 September with a new programme, a 
new zeal and, briefly, a new venue.


Since relaunch we have met five times with the following speakers:

• Nick Hance - Professing Christian Faith in an atomic research facility 

and on the street

• Alastair Blaine - Marrying a Christian and a Jew in a New York 

Furniture Warehouse, and other tales from the other side of the pond

• Steve Moore (Practice Manager of Luther Street Medical Centre) - 

Meeting the medical needs of Oxford’s homeless people

• Alastair Blaine - Whose Land is it Anyway? - reflections on the Holy 

Land.


Information about the evenings is circulated to 41 people, and we have 
an average attendance of 8. All of the sessions have provoked 
conversation and discussion, and we have a rediscovered focus on the 
‘faith’ element of our title.


3.12 Healing and Wholeness Report
A regular group continue to meet on a monthly basis to pray for healing 
and wholeness for themselves and many others they know of.  In 
addition there are two evening meetings a year with food and a 
speaker.  There were also 4 healing Eucharists in S Mary’s on Sunday 
morning with 4 stations for anointing and laying on of hands.


3.13 Prayer Shawl Ministry
A new group who meet to knit prayer shawls has begun.  This is a 
wonderful way of expressing our love and prayers for those in pastoral 
need across the parish.  We hope this will continue to develop during 
2017.
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3.14 Schools Ministry

One of our greatest areas of continuing development is our ministry to 
schools.  We are regularly in five schools for Collective Worship and 
have contact with eleven schools through the year.   This means that 
worship is led for over 500 children in schools each week; regularly it is 
considerably more.

One of our aspirations is to look at the Open the Book resources to 
help in our deployment across the schools.

Recently the Rector has begun a Theology and Ethics discussion group 
in one of our Church Schools and has now been asked to explore this 
in two secondary schools after Easter.


3.15 Care Home Ministry

We continue to expand our ministry to older people.  Regular 
communion services are now happening in 6 homes or complexes.  It 
is a rapidly expanding aspect within our ministry and one which is really 
vital as we care for those who are less able to move about freely.  This 
ministry is led by the Rev’d Joy Hance - we are always looking for 
suitable volunteers to come alongside and help with this.


3.16 Our link with Bor in Väjxö, Sweden

We continue to value our link with the parish of Bor in the diocese of 
Växjä, Sweden.  In the background important communications continue 
as we discern how best to develop our links.  In October 2017 the 
Rector will lead a small group across to meet with Magnus and Ulrika 
and plan our next steps as we explore this living relationship of 
Christian communities from differing traditions coming together in love 
and respect.
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Prayer for the appointment of a new team vicar


Shepherd and guardian of all souls,

call to your church and ours 

a priest after your own heart;

one of faith and prayer, filled with the Holy Spirit; 

one who has vision and wisdom; 

one who has a true love for all people. 

Prepare the priest of your choice for ministry among 
us in the team and the parish.

Prepare us to receive the priest you call 

with love and joy.

Guide all with responsibility for this task.

We ask this through Jesus the Lord. 

Amen.
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