
 



We warmly welcome everyone  
to Saint Mary’s Church 
in the Parish of Witney. 

We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable Christianity.  
Everyone is welcome at this service.  If you usually receive 
communion please join us – or please come forward to receive 
a blessing.   

We are six Church of England churches, some large and some 
small, serving the town of Witney and the villages round about. 

We are here to worship God and to help each other to grow in 
faith.  

We are committed to living our lives in the love, joy and hope of 
the risen Christ. 

You can find us in church, in schools, in hospitals, village halls, 
supermarkets, nursing homes, up late with the Street Pastors, 
at the toddler group...  wherever people are. 

 
If you are interested in becoming a part of what is happening 
through the church please speak to one of the welcomers 
afterwards. 
 
This service is live-streamed. If you do not want to appear on the 
stream please speak to the Welcomers or Duty Wardens.  



The Procession 
 
As the sacristy bell sounds all stand for the first hymn. 
 
This hymn was written by Charles Wesley and published in a booklet 
called ‘Hymns for Times of Trouble and Persecution’, during a period 
when the Methodists were facing cruel abuse.  As we sing this hymn 
we pray for the unity of God’s Church and all facing persecution in 
our day.  
  

Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim,  
and publish abroad his wonderful Name;  
the Name all-victorious of Jesus extol:  
his kingdom is glorious; he rules over all.  
  
God ruleth on high, almighty to save;  
and still he is nigh: his presence we have.  
The great congregation his triumph shall sing,  
ascribing salvation to Jesus our King.  
  
The waves on the sea have lift up their voice,  
sore troubled that we in Jesus rejoice;  
the floods they are roaring, but Jesus is here;  
while we are adoring, He always is near.  
  
When devils engage, the billows arise,  
and horribly rage, and threaten the skies;  
their fury shall never our steadfastness shock,  
the weakest believer is built on a rock.  
  
Salvation to God who sits on the throne!  
Let all cry aloud, and honour the Son.  
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,  
fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb.  
  
 



Then let us adore, and give him his right:  
All glory and power, all wisdom and might,  
all honour and blessing, with angels above,  
and thanks never ceasing and infinite love.  

  
Words: Charles Wesley, 1707-1768   

Music: LAUDATE DOMINUM, H.J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876  
  

The Greeting 
  

       In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
   
The service is introduced using these words. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. 
Let us confess our sins. 

 
God be gracious to us and bless us, 
and make your face shine upon us: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
 
 



May your ways be known on the earth, 
your saving power among the nations: 
Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
 

You, Lord, have made known your salvation, 
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
We sing together: 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,   
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you,   
we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.    

  
Lord Jesus Christ,   
only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,   
you take away the sin of the world:   
have mercy on us;  



you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.   
  
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,   
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

 
The Collect 

Let us pray:  

Almighty God, 
in Christ you make all things new: 
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
We sit for the First Reading, Isaiah 62.1-5. 
  

At the end: 
This is the word of the Lord.  

All    Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 



The Gradual Psalm  
  

The choir sings this response and the congregation repeats, also 
between verses: 

We sit for the Second Reading, 1 Corinthians 12.1-11 . 
  
At the end: 

This is the word of the Lord.  
All    Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel 
 
We stand for the Gospel Alleluia: 

The Lord be with you  
All and also with you.  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.   
All Glory to you, O Lord.   



John 2.1-11 
 
At the end  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
All Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
We sit 

The Sermon  
 

The Creed  
  
We stand 
 

Let us declare before God the faith of the Church,  
in which we pray we may all find grace to grow:  

  
All  We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is,  
seen and unseen.  

  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  



he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
 dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and  
 glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.  

Intercessions 
 
Let us worship the Saviour with joy 
and make our prayer to our heavenly Father. 

 
The Intercessor may use the following responses: 
 

Lord in your mercy 
 All Hear our prayer. 
 
Or 

Lord, hear us 
 All Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
After the prayer for the departed  



Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord  
All and let light perpetual shine upon them.  

May they rest in peace  
All and rise in glory. Amen.  

 
Most Merciful God 

All Accept these prayers 
For the sake of your Son 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

  
 All stand 

The Peace  
 
Christ is our peace. 
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. 
The old has passed away: behold, everything has become new. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you.  
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 

The Offertory Hymn 
 
We stand as the Offertory Hymn is sung and the gifts of bread and 
wine are placed upon the Altar.   
 

You can give to the work of the Church by signing up to the Parish Giving 
Scheme, or by using these bank details - Witney PCC, Sort Code 20-97-48, 
Account Number 00971626.  
 
There is also a card reader by the North Door,  
 
The bread, wine and money are all gifts from God and our offering of them back to 
God is a sign of the offering of our lives in the Lord’s service.  
 



Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness,  
leave the gloomy haunts of sadness;  
come into the daylight's splendour,  
there with joy thy praises render  
unto him whose grace unbounded  
hath this wondrous banquet founded:  
high o'er all the heavens he reigneth,  
yet to dwell with thee he deigneth.  
  
Now I sink before thee lowly,  
filled with joy most deep and holy,  
as with trembling awe and wonder  
on thy mighty works I ponder:  
how, by mystery surrounded,  
depth no mortal ever sounded,  
none may dare to pierce unbidden  
secrets that with thee are hidden.  
  
Sun, who all my life dost brighten,  
light, who dost my soul enlighten,  
joy, the sweetest heart e'er knoweth,  
fount, whence all my being floweth,  
at thy feet I cry, my Maker,  
let me be a fit partaker  
of this blessed food from heaven,  
for our good, thy glory, given.  
  
Jesus, Bread of Life, I pray thee,  
let me gladly here obey thee;  
never to my hurt invited,  
be thy love with love requited:  
from this banquet let me measure,  
Lord, how vast and deep its treasure;  
through the gifts thou here dost give me,  
as thy guest in heaven receive me.  

 



Words: Johann Franck, 1618–1677  
Music: SCMÜCKE DICH, Melody by Johann Crüger, 1598–1662  

 
Prayer over the Gifts 

 
Gracious God, 
accept the offering of your Church, 
the hearts of your people 
joined in praise and thanksgiving, 
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

 All Amen. 
Eucharistic Prayer 

 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
made present in our midst. 
In the coming of the magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 



Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes 
In the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
and according to your holy will,  
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  
  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  
In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks;  
he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me.  
  
Great is the mystery of faith  

All Christ has died:  
Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again.  



And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you.  
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people  
and gather into one in your kingdom  
all who share this one bread and one cup,  
so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother of God,   
and all the saints,  
may praise and glorify you for ever,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  
for ever and ever.  

All Amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray with confidence in the words our Saviour gave us: 
 
All    Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 



Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread  

  
The Priest breaks the consecrated host  

 
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  

All Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 

Agnus Dei 
 
All Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Grant us peace. 

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world; 
happy are those who are called to his supper  

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word 
 and I shall be healed.  
 
We break the bread for the whole world.  We invite all who seek God 
and are drawn to Christ, and all who walk the way of faith to come 
forward and receive the body and blood of Christ, as directed by the 
Sidesperson.  



Or you are warmly invited to come forward for a blessing – please 
carry this booklet and bow your head. Gluten free wafers are available 
on request. 

 
The Communion Hymn 

 
"Hear my prayer for unity," Jesus prayed for all his own.  
"May these ones you've given me live the love that I have shown.  
Mine are yours and yours are mine; in them I am glorified!  
Now I send them as a sign; so may they be unified.”  
  
God, we live in great discord, torn by issues we hold dear;  
Even as we call you Lord, we still cling to pride and fear.  
Bound together, we'd be free; we could join in serving you!  
For the best theology starts when love makes all things new.  
  
By your Spirit, make us one; so the world will come to know  
All the love of Christ the Son, all your joys that overflow.  
Help us put aside our strife; give your Church a humble mind!  
Christ, the Way, the Truth, the Life, strengthen now the ties that bind.  

  
Words: © 2004 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.  

Music: ABERYSTWYTH Joseph Parry 1841-1903  
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Let us pray 
 
God of glory, 
you nourish us with your Word 
who is the bread of life: 
fill us with your Holy Spirit 
that through us the light of your glory 
may shine in all the world. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 



All Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

 
We sit for the notices  

The Notices 
 

The Blessing 
Please stand for the Blessing 
 

The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you 
 

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory 
and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All    Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Go in the light and peace of Christ. 
All    Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 



The Recessional Hymn 
  

Through all the changing scenes of life,  
  In trouble and in joy,  
The praises of my God shall still  
  My heart and tongue employ.  
  
Oh, magnify the Lord with me,  
  With me exalt His name;  
When in distress to Him I called,  
  He to my rescue came.  
  
The hosts of God encamp around  
  The dwellings of the just;  
Deliverance He affords to all  
  Who on His succor trust.  
  
Oh, make but trial of His love,  
  Experience will decide  
How blest they are, and only they,  
  Who in His truth confide.  
  
Fear Him, ye saints, and you will then  
  Have nothing else to fear;  
Make you His service your delight,  
  Your wants shall be His care.  
  
 To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,  
  The God whom we adore,  
Be glory is it was, is now,  
  And shall be evermore.  

  
Words: Naham Tate, 1652-1715 and Nicholas Brady 1659-1726  

Music: WILTSHIRE, George Smart, 1776-1867  
 

 



Let us bless the Lord 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
Everyone is welcome to stay for coffee after the Eucharist. 
 

 

 

 

 



 


