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Saint Mary’s Church 
in the Parish of Witney. 

We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable Christianity.   
 

Everyone is welcome at this service.  If you usually receive communion 
please join us – or please come forward to receive a blessing. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a part of what is happening through 
the church please speak to one of the welcomers afterwards. We also 
have Welcome Packs available with more information – please ask! 
 

This service is live-streamed. If you do not want to appear on the stream 
please speak to the Welcomers or Duty Wardens. 
 
Upcoming Events: 

• Wednesdays in Lent: Discussion Group  
Thinking about Worship, Thinking about God 

Join members of the clergy team for teaching and discussion about 
what we do on a Sunday morning and how that links to what we 
think about God. 6.30pm, Winchester Room, St. Mary’s Church. 
 

For spiritual counsel or sacramental confession during Lent please contact 
Hester or Chris. 
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The Lent Prose 
 
As the sacristy bell sounds all stand for the Lent Prose. 
The choir sings and we repeat: 
 

 
 

The Procession 
  

At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow,  
every tongue confess him King of glory now;  
'tis the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord,  
who from the beginning was the mighty Word.  
  
At his voice creation sprang at once to sight:  
all the angel faces, all the hosts of light,  
thrones and dominations, stars upon their way,  
all the heavenly orders in their great array.  
  
Humbled for a season, to receive a name  
from the lips of sinners, unto whom he came;  
faithfully he bore it spotless to the last,  
brought it back victorious when from death he passed;  
  
Bore it up triumphant, with its human light,  
through all ranks of creatures, to the central height,  
to the throne of Godhead, to the Father's breast,  
filled it with the glory of that perfect rest.  
  
In your hearts enthrone him; there let him subdue  
all that is not holy, all that is not true.  
crown his as your Captain, in temptations' hour;  
let his will enfold you in its light and power.  
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Surely, this Lord Jesus shall return again,  
with his Father's glory with his angel train;  
for all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow,  
and our hearts confess him King of glory now.  

  
Words: Caroline M Noel, 1817-1877  

Music: EVELYNS, W.H. Monk, 1823-1889  
 

The Greeting  
       In the name of the Father,  

and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
   
The service is introduced. 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart God will not despise. 
Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 
and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith. 
 

After a short silence, all say 
 
All Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy, forgive what we have been, 
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help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

Kyrie Eleison 
We sing together: 
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The Collect 
 

Almighty God, 
you show to those who are in error the light of your truth, 
that they may return to the way of righteousness: 
grant to all those who are admitted 
into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, 
that they may reject those things 
that are contrary to their profession, 
and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
We sit for the First Reading, Genesis 12.1-4a. 
 
Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred 
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of 
you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, 
so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and 
the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.’ 
So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 
Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 

 
This is the word of the Lord.  

All    Thanks be to God.  
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Gradual Psalm 
 

The choir sings Psalm 121 to a chant by Walford-Davies  
 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills; from whence cometh my 
help? My help cometh even from the Lord, who hath made 
heaven and earth. He will not suffer thy foot to be moved; and 
he that keepeth thee will not sleep. Behold, he 
that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. 
The Lord himself is thy keeper; the Lord is thy defence upon thy 
right hand; So that the sun shall not burn thee by day, neither 
the moon by night. The Lord shall preserve thee from all 
evil; yea, it is even he that shall keep thy soul. The Lord shall 
preserve thy going out, and thy coming in, from this time forth 
for evermore.  

 
We sit for the Second Reading, Romans 4.1-5, 13-17. 
 
What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor 
according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has 
something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the 
scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.’ Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a 
gift but as something due. But to one who without works trusts him 
who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be 
the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings 
wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest 
on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the 
adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham 
(for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, ‘I have made you the 
father of many nations’)—in the presence of the God in whom he 
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believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things 
that do not exist. 

 
This is the word of the Lord.  

All    Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel 
 

We stand as the choir sings the Gospel acclamation, and we repeat: 
 

 
 

The Lord be with you  
All and also with you.  
  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.   
All Glory to you, O Lord.   
 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the 
Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know 
that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’ Jesus 
answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of 
God without being born from above.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How 
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second 
time into the mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very 
truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being 
born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is 
born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, 
“You must be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, 
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
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Spirit.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’ Jesus 
answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand these things? 
‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what 
we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you 
about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I 
tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven 
except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And 
just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son 
of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal 
life. 
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life. 
‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

John 3.1-17 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

All Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

The Sermon 
 

The Creed  
 

Let us declare before God the faith of the Church: 
 
All  We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is,  
seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
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true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
 dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and  
 glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.  

 
Intercessions 

The Intercessor may use the following response: 
 

Lord in your mercy 
 All Hear our prayer. 
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Most Merciful God 
All Accept these prayers 

For the sake of your Son 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

  
 All stand 

 
The Peace  

Since we are justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you.  
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 

The Offertory Hymn 
 
We stand as the Offertory Hymn is sung and the gifts of bread and 
wine are placed upon the Altar.   
 
You can give to the work of the Church by signing up to the Parish Giving 
Scheme, or by using these bank details - Witney PCC, Sort Code 20-97-48, Account 
Number 00971626. There is also a card reader by the North Door, 
The bread, wine and money are all gifts from God and our offering of them back to God 
is a sign of the offering of our lives in the Lord’s service.  
 

I, the Lord of sea and sky,   
I have heard my people cry.   
All who dwell in dark and sin   
my hand will save.  
 I, who made the stars of night,  
 I will make their darkness bright.   
Who will bear my light to them?   
Whom shall I send?              

 Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?  
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 I have heard you calling in the night.  
 I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  
 I will hold your people in my heart.  

   
I, the Lord of snow and rain,    
I have borne my people’s pain.   
I have wept for love of them.  
 They turn away.   
I will break their hearts of stone,   
give them hearts for love alone.  
 I will speak my words to them.  
 Whom shall I send?  
            Here I am, Lord. ......  
   
I, the Lord of wind and flame,  
 I will send the poor and lame.   
I will set a feast for them.   
My hand will save.   
Finest bread I will provide  
 till their hearts be satisfied.   
I will give my life to them.   
Whom shall I send?  
            Here I am, Lord. .....  

   
© 1981, Daniel L Schutte, New Dawn Music  

 
Prayer over the Gifts 

 
God of mercy and compassion, 
your Word calls us home to faith and love. 
accept all we offer you this day; 
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

All Amen. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 
 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you 
 Lift up your hearts 
All We lift them to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
All It is right to give thanks and praise 
 
 

It is indeed right and good 
to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
For in these forty days 
you lead us into the desert of repentance 
that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 
we may grow in grace 
and learn to be your people once again. 
Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 
you bring us back to your generous heart. 
Through study of your holy word 
you open our eyes to your presence in the world 
and free our hands to welcome others 
into the radiant splendour of your love. 
As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast 
with joyful hearts and minds 
we bless you for your mercy 
and join with saints and angels 
for ever praising you and singing: 
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Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
and according to your holy will,  
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  

 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  
  
In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks;  
he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me.  
 
Great is the mystery of faith  

All Christ has died:  
Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again.  
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And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people  
and gather into one in your kingdom  
all who share this one bread and one cup,  
so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother of God,   
and all the saints,  
may praise and glorify you for ever,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  
for ever and ever.  

All Amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 
All    Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
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as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread  

  
The Priest breaks the consecrated host  

 
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  

All Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

 
Agnus Dei 

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world; 
happy are those who are called to his supper 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word 
 and I shall be healed. 
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All who are used to receiving Communion are welcome to do so here 
– please make your way to the altar as directed by the Sidesperson.      
If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are warmly invited to 
come forward for a blessing – please approach the president carrying 
this booklet. Gluten free wafers are available on request. 
 

The Communion Hymn 
 

Jesu, grant me this, I pray,  
ever in thy heart to stay;  
let me evermore abide  
hidden in thy wounded side.  
  
If the world or Satan lay  
tempting snares about my way,  
I am safe when I abide  
in thy heart and wounded side.  
  
If the flesh, more dangerous still,  
tempt my soul to deeds of ill,  
naught I fear when I abide  
in thy heart and wounded side.  
  
Death will come one day to me;  
Jesu, cast me not from thee:  
dying let me still abide  
in thy heart and wounded side.  
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Post Communion Prayer 
 

Let us pray: 
 
Almighty God, 
you see that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves: 
keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 
and inwardly in our souls; 
that we may be defended from all adversities 
which may happen to the body, 
and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
 
All Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

 
The Notices   

 
The Blessing 

Please stand for the Blessing 
 

The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you 
 
 
 
 
 



 19 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All    Amen. 
The Dismissal 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

The Recessional Hymn 
 
The God of Abraham praise,   
who reigns enthroned above;   
Ancient of Everlasting Days,   
and God of Love;   
Jehovah, great I AM!   
by earth and heaven confessed;   
I bow and bless the sacred name   
forever blest.  
  
The God of Abraham praise,  
At whose supreme command  
From earth we rise, and seek the joys  
At his right hand;  
We all on earth forsake  
Its wisdom, fame, and power;  
And him our only portion make,  
Our shield and tower.  
  
The goodly land we see,   
with peace and plenty blest;   
a land of sacred liberty,   
and endless rest.  
There milk and honey flow,   
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and oil and wine abound,   
and trees of life forever grow   
with mercy crowned.  
  
The God who reigns on high   
the great archangels sing,   
and "Holy, holy, holy!" cry   
"Almighty King!   
Who was, and is, the same,   
and evermore shall be:   
Jehovah, Father, great I AM,   
we worship thee!”  
  
The whole triumphant host  
Give thanks to God on high;  
‘hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,’  
They ever cry:  
Hail, Abraham’s God, and mine,  
(I join the heavenly lays)  
All might and majesty are thine,  
And endless praise.  

  
Words: Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799 based on the Hebrew Yigdal  

Music: LEONI, Hebrew Melody  
 

Let us bless the Lord 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 


