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Saint Mary’s Church 
in the Parish of Witney. 

We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable Christianity.   
 

Everyone is welcome at this service.  If you usually receive communion 
please join us – or please come forward to receive a blessing. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a part of what is happening through 
the church please speak to one of the welcomers afterwards. We also 
have Welcome Packs available with more information – please ask! 
 

The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) is a simple and secure way for churches 
to receive regular donations. It is an established service for managing 
Direct Debit donations, designed to support churches to fund their mission 
and ministry. Talk to one of the church wardens to find out more or for 
help signing up, or pick up a leaflet at the North door. 

This service is live-streamed. If you do not want to appear on the stream 
please speak to the Welcomers or Duty Wardens. 
 
Upcoming Events: 

• Wednesdays in Lent: Discussion Group  
Thinking about Worship, Thinking about God 

Join members of the clergy team for teaching and discussion about 
what we do on a Sunday morning and how that links to what we 
think about God. 6.30pm, Winchester Room, St. Mary’s Church. 
 

For spiritual counsel or sacramental confession during Lent please contact 
Hester or Chris. 
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The Lent Prose 
 
As the sacristy bell sounds all stand for the Lent Prose. 
The choir sings and we repeat: 
 

 
 

The Procession 
  

For the beauty of the earth,   
For the glory of the skies,   
For the love which from our birth   
Over and around us lies.  
Source of all to Thee we raise   
This our hymn of grateful praise.  
  
For the wonder of each hour,   
Of the day and of the night,   
Hill and vale, and tree and flower,   
Sun and moon, and stars of light.   
Source of all to Thee we raise   
This our hymn of grateful praise.  
  
For the joy of human love,   
Brother, sister, parent, child,   
Friends on earth and friends above,   
For all gentle thoughts and mild.   
Source of all to Thee we raise   
This our hymn of grateful praise.  
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For the Church, that evermore   
Lifteth holy hands above,   
Offering up on every shore   
Her pure sacrifice of love.     
Source of all to Thee we raise   
This our hymn of grateful praise.  
  
For Thyself, best Gift Divine.   
To our race so freely given,   
For that great, great love of Thine,   
Peace on earth and joy in Heaven.  
Source of all to Thee we raise   
This our hymn of grateful praise.  

  
Words: FS Pierpoint  

Music: ENGLANDS LANE  
 

The Greeting  
       In the name of the Father,  

and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
   
The service is introduced. 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God, 
though we have rebelled against him. 
Let us then renounce our wilfulness and ask his mercy 
by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

After a short silence, all say 
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All Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy, forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

Kyrie Eleison 
We sing together: 
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The Collect 
 

God of compassion, 
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 
shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 
and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 
strengthen us in our daily living 
that in joy and in sorrow 
we may know the power of your presence 
to bind together and to heal; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
We sit for the First Reading, 1 Samuel 1.20-end. 
 

In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, ‘I have asked him of the Lord.’ 
The man Elkanah and all his household went up to offer to 
the Lord the yearly sacrifice, and to pay his vow. But Hannah 
did not go up, for she said to her husband, ‘As soon as the child 
is weaned, I will bring him, that he may appear in the presence 
of the Lord, and remain there for ever; I will offer him as a 
nazirite for all time.’ Her husband Elkanah said to her, ‘Do what 
seems best to you, wait until you have weaned him; only—may 
the Lord establish his word.’ So the woman remained and 
nursed her son, until she weaned him. When she had weaned 
him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old 
bull, an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine. She brought him to 
the house of the Lord at Shiloh; and the child was young. Then 
they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child to Eli. And 
she said, ‘Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman 
who was standing here in your presence, praying to 
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the Lord. For this child I prayed; and the Lord has granted me 
the petition that I made to him. Therefore I have lent him to 
the Lord; as long as he lives, he is given to the Lord.’ 
She left him there for the Lord. 

 
This is the word of the Lord.  

All    Thanks be to God.  
 

Gradual Psalm 
 

The choir sings and we repeat, also between verses  

Psalm 34 (extracts) (Jeff Ostrowski, response based on the Jogues Illuminated Missal)  
 
We sit for the Second Reading, Colossians 3.12-17 
 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear 
with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against 
another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, 
so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all 
wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  

All    Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel 
 

We stand as the choir sings the Gospel acclamation, and we repeat: 
 

 
 

The Lord be with you  
All and also with you.  
  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.   
All Glory to you, O Lord.   
 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, 
and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom 
he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, 
here is your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your 
mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own 
home. 

John 19.25b-27 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

All Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

The Sermon 
 

The Creed  
 

Let us declare before God the faith of the Church: 
 
All  We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
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of all that is,  
seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
 dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and  
 glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.  
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Intercessions 
The Intercessor may use the following response: 
 

Lord in your mercy 
 All Hear our prayer. 
 

Most Merciful God 
All Accept these prayers 

For the sake of your Son 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

  
 All stand 

 
The Peace  

 
Since we are justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you.  
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 

The Offertory Hymn 
 
We stand as the Offertory Hymn is sung and the gifts of bread and 
wine are placed upon the Altar.   
You can give to the work of the Church by signing up to the Parish Giving 
Scheme (details in the front of this order) or by using these bank details - Witney 
PCC, Sort Code 20-97-48, Account Number 00971626. There is also a card reader by 
the North Door. 
The bread, wine and money are all gifts from God and our offering of them back to God 
is a sign of the offering of our lives in the Lord’s service.  
 

Sing we of the blessèd Mother   
Who received the angel’s word,  
And obedient to his summons   
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Bore in love the infant Lord;  
Sing we of the joys of Mary   
At whose breast that child was fed  
Who is Son of God eternal   
And the everlasting Bread.  
  
Sing we, too, of Mary’s sorrows,   
Of the sword that pierced her through,  
When beneath the cross of Jesus   
She his weight of suffering knew,  
Looked upon her Son and Saviour   
Reigning high on Calvary's tree,  
Saw the price of man's redemption   
Paid to set the sinner free.  
  
Sing again the joys of Mary   
When she saw the risen Lord,  
And in prayer with Christ’s apostles,   
Waited on his promised word;  
From on high the blazing glory   
Of the Spirit’s presence came,  
Heavenly breath of God’s own being,   
Manifest through wind and flame.  
  
Sing the chiefest joy of Mary   
When on earth her work was done,  
And the Lord of all creation   
Brought her to his heavenly home;  
Virgin Mother, Mary blessèd,   
Raised on high and crowned with grace,  
May your Son, the world’s redeemer,   
Grant us all to see his face.  

  
Words: GB Timms 1910-1997  

Music: ABBOTS LEIGH, Cyril Taylor 1907-1991  
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Prayer over the Gifts 
 

God of mercy and compassion, 
your Word calls us home to faith and love. 
accept all we offer you this day; 
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you 
 Lift up your hearts 
All We lift them to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
All It is right to give thanks and praise 
 

It is indeed right and good 
to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
For in these forty days 
you lead us into the desert of repentance 
that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 
we may grow in grace 
and learn to be your people once again. 
Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 
you bring us back to your generous heart. 
Through study of your holy word 
you open our eyes to your presence in the world 
and free our hands to welcome others 
into the radiant splendour of your love. 
As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast 
with joyful hearts and minds 
we bless you for your mercy 
and join with saints and angels 
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for ever praising you and singing: 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
and according to your holy will,  
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  

 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  

 
In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks;  
he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me.  
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Great is the mystery of faith  
All Christ has died:  

Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again.  
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people  
and gather into one in your kingdom  
all who share this one bread and one cup,  
so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother of God,   
and all the saints,  
may praise and glorify you for ever,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  
for ever and ever.  

All Amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 
All    Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
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your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread  
  

The Priest breaks the consecrated host  
 
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  

All Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

Agnus Dei 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world; 
happy are those who are called to his supper 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word 
 and I shall be healed. 
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All who are used to receiving Communion are welcome to do so here 
– please make your way to the altar as directed by the Sidesperson.      
If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are warmly invited to 
come forward for a blessing – please approach the president carrying 
this booklet. Gluten free wafers are available on request. 
 

The Communion Hymn 
 

Jesus, good above all other,  
gentle child of gentle mother,  
in a stable born our brother,  
give us grace to persevere.  
  
Jesus, for thy people dying,  
risen Master, death defying,  
Lord in heaven, thy grace supplying,  
keep us to thy presence near.  
  
Jesus, who our sorrows bearest,  
all our thoughts and hopes thou sharest,  
thou to us the truth declarest;  
help us all thy truth to hear.  
  
Lord, in all our doings guide us;  
pride and hate shall ne'er divide us;  
we'll go on with thee beside us,  
and with joy we'll persevere.  

  
Words: Percy Dearmer, 1867–1936  

Music: QUEM PASTORES (German 14th C.)  
 
 
 
 
 



 17 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Let us pray: 
 
Loving God, 
as a mother feeds her children at the breast 
you feed us in this sacrament with the food and drink of 
eternal life: 
help us who have tasted your goodness 
to grow in grace within the household of faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
 
All Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

 
The Notices 

 
The Distribution of Flowers  

  
 The priest blesses flowers, saying: 
 

Heavenly Father,  
your Son Jesus admired the lilies of the field  
and taught us to imitate them by trusting in your love.  
+ Bless these flowers. Accept them as a sweet fragrance,  
and fill the hearts of those who receive them with your love.  
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
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Children from Junior Church distribute the flowers to the 
congregation. 
 

The Blessing 
Please stand for the Blessing 
 

The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you 
 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All    Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

The Recessional Hymn 
 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus!  
Vast, unmeasured, boundless, free;  
rolling as a mighty ocean  
in its fullness over me.  
Underneath me, all around me,  
is the current of thy love;  
leading onward, leading homeward,  
to thy glorious rest above.  
  
O the deep, deep love of Jesus!  
Spread his praise from shore to shore;  
how he loveth, ever loveth,  
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changeth never, nevermore;  
how he watches o'er his loved ones,  
died to call them all his own;  
how for them he intercedeth,  
watcheth o'er them from the throne.  
  
Organ Extemporisation  
  
O the deep, deep love of Jesus!  
Love of ev'ry love the best:  
'tis an ocean vast of blessing,  
'tis a haven sweet of rest.  
O the deep, deep love of Jesus!  
'Tis a heav'n of heav'ns to me;  
and it lifts me up to glory,  
for it lifts me up to thee.  

  
Words: S Trevor Francis, 1834-1925  

Music: EBENEZER, Thomas Williams  
 

Let us bless the Lord 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


