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Welcome to Saint Mary’s Church
in the Parish of Witney.

We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable Christianity.

Everyone is welcome at this service. If you usually
receive communion please join us — or please come forward to
receive a blessing.

If you are interested in becoming a part of what is happening
through the church please speak to one of the welcomers
afterwards. We also have Welcome Packs available with more
information - please ask!

The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) is a simple and secure way for
churches to receive regular donations. It is an established service for
managing Direct Debit donations, designed to support churches to
fund their mission and ministry. Talk to one of the church wardens to
find out more or for help signing up, or pick up a leaflet at the North
door.

This service is live-streamed. If you do not want to appear on
the stream please speak to the Welcomers or Duty Wardens.



As the sacristy bell sounds all stand

Jesus, where'er your people meet,
there they behold your mercy seat;
where'er they seek you, you are found,
and ev'ry place is hallowed ground.

For you, within no walls confined,

are dwelling in the humble mind;

such ever bring you where they come,
and going, take you to their home.

Dear Shepherd of your chosen few,
your former mercies here renew;
here to our waiting hearts proclaim
the sweetness of your saving name.

Here may we prove the pow'r of pray'r
to strengthen faith and sweeten care,
to teach our faint desires to rise,

and bring all heav'n before our eyes.

Lord, we are few, but you are near;
nor short your arm, nor deaf your ear;

O rend the heav'ns, come quickly down,

and make a thousand hearts your own.

The Procession

Words: William Cowper, 1731-1800
Music: WAREHAM, William Knapp, 1698-1768



All

All

All

The Greeting

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The service is introduced.

Prayers of Penitence

The priest invites us to confession in these or similar words.

Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us.
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.

Silence is kept.

All

All

Like Mary at the empty tomb,

we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Like the disciples behind locked doors,
we are afraid to be seen as your followers.
Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.



Like Thomas in the upper room,
we are slow to believe.
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power

forgive you and free you from your sins,

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
All  Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis

We sing together:

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,

we worship you,

we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ,

only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



The Collect

God our redeemer,
you have delivered us from the power of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life,
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us
to eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

All Amen

The Liturgy of the Word

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 17.22-31)

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, | see
how extremely religious you are in every way. For as | went through the
city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, | found among
them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore
you worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you. The God who made the
world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not
live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands,
as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life
and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to
inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the
boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search
for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not
far from each one of us. For “In him we live and move and have our
being”; as even some of your own poets have said, “For we too are his
offspring.” Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the
deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and
imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human
ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because
he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness



by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to
all by raising him from the dead.’

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

The Gradual Psalm

The choir sings and we repeat, also between verses

Tone VIII Ps 66: 1v. 1-3, 4-5, 67, 16, 20
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A Reading from the First Letter of Peter, (7 Peter 3.13-end).

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But
even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not
fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts
sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defence to
anyone who demands from you an account of the hope that is in
you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience
clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for
your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to
suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer
for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the
righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was
put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also
he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in
former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight
people, were saved through water. And baptism, which this
prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body,
but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the



right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made
subject to him.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

The Gospel
We stand for the Gospel Alleluia:
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The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
All Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said, ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And | will
ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for
ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with
you, and he will be in you.

‘I will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. In a little while the
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live, you also
will live. On that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you in me,
and | in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those
who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and | will
love them and reveal myself to them.’

John 14.15-21

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.



We sit

All

The Sermon
The Creed
Let us declare before God the faith of the Church:

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is,

seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,



who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and
glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Intercessions

In the power of the Spirit, and in union with Christ
let us pray to the Father.

The Intercessor may use the response

Lord in your mercy
All Hear our prayer.

And at the end:

Merciful Father,
All Accept these prayers
For the sake of your Son
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

All stand

The Peace
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples

and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.

10



Alleluia. The peace of the risen Christ be always with you
All and also with you. Alleluia.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
The Offertory Hymn

We stand as the Offertory Hymn is sung and the gifts of bread and
wine are placed upon the Altar.

You can give to the work of the Church by signing up to the Parish Giving
Scheme, or by using these bank details - Witney PCC, Sort Code 20-97-48, Account
Number 00971626.

There is also a card reader by the North Door,

All that we bring to the altar is a gift from God, and our offering back to God is a sign of
the offering of our lives in the Lord’s service.

Lord of beauty, thine the splendour
shewn in earth and sky and sea,
burning sun and moonlight tender,
hill and river, flower and tree:

lest we fail our praise to render
touch our eyes that they may see.

Lord of wisdom, whom obeying
mighty waters ebb and flow,
while unhasting, undelaying,
planets on their courses go:

in thy laws thyself displaying,
teach our minds thyself to know.

Lord of life, alone sustaining

all below and all above,

Lord of love, by whose ordaining
sun and stars sublimely move:

11



All

All

All

All

in our earthly spirits reigning,
lift our hearts that we may love.

Lord of beauty, bid us own thee,

Lord of truth, our footsteps guide,

till as Love our hearts enthrone thee,
and, with vision purified,

Lord of all, when all have known thee,
thou in all art glorified.

Words: Cyril Alington, 1872-1955

Music: GRAFTON

Prayer over the Gifts

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.

In your loving care you spread before us the table of life

and give us the cup of salvation to drink.

Keep us always in the fold of our Saviour and our Shepherd,

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Blessed be God for ever.

The Lord be with you

And also with you

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give thanks and praise

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
almighty and eternal Father,

and in these days of Easter

to celebrate with joyful hearts

the memory of your wonderful works.

Eucharistic Prayer
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All

For by the mystery of his passion

Jesus Christ, your risen Son,

has conquered the powers of death and hell

and restored in men and women the image of your glory.
He has placed them once more in paradise

and opened to them the gate of life eternal.

And so, in the joy of this Passover,

earth and heaven resound with gladness,

while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation
sing for ever the hymn of your glory:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes

In the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,

and according to your holy will,

these qifts of bread and wine

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

13



All

All

In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith
Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup

and we thank you for counting us worthy

to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people

and gather into one in your kingdom

all who share this one bread and one cup,

so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother of God,
and all the saints,

may praise and glorify you for ever,

through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.

Amen.

14



All

The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so
we pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from euvil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Priest breaks the consecrated host

All

All

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
Have mercy on us.
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All

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,

Grant us peace.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

All who are used to receiving Communion are welcome to do so here
— please make your way to the altar as directed by the Sidesperson.

If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are warmly invited to
come forward for a blessing — please approach the president carrying
this booklet. Gluten free wafers are available on request.

Come, thou Holy Spirit, come,
and from thy celestial home

shed a ray of light divine;

come, thou Father of the poor,
come, thou source of all our store,
come, within our hearts to shine.

Thou of comforters the best,

thou the soul's most welcome guest,
sweet refreshment here below;

in our labour rest most sweet,
grateful coolness in the heat,

solace in the midst of woe.

O most blessed Light divine,

shine within these hearts of thine,
and our inmost being fill;

where thou art not, man hath naught,
nothing good in deed or thought,
nothing free from taint of ill.

The Communion Hymn
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All

All

Heal our wounds; our strength renew;
on our dryness pour thy dew;

wash the stains of guilt away;

bend the stubborn heart and wiill;
melt the frozen, warm the chill;

guide the steps that go astray.

On the faithful, who adore

and confess thee, evermore

in thy sevenfold gifts descend:
Give them virtue's sure reward,
give them thy salvation, Lord,
give them joys that never end.

Words: Stephen Langton, d. 1228, tr. Edward Caswall
Music: VENI SANCTE SPIRITUS,
Samuel Webbe the elder, 1740-1816

Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray:

God our Father,

whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life:
may we thirst for you,

the spring of life and source of goodness,

through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Amen

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out

in the power of your Spirit

17



to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.

We sit for the notices

The Notices

The Blessing

Please stand for the Blessing

All

All

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

The God of peace,

who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep,

through the blood of the eternal covenant,

make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.
The Dismissal
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Lord, you give the great commission:
‘Heal the sick and preach the word.’
Lest the Church neglect its mission,
and the Gospel go unheard,

help us witness to your purpose

with renewed integrity;

with the Spirit’s gifts empow’r us

for the work of ministry.

Lord, you call us to your service:

‘In my name baptise and teach,’

that the world my trust your promise,
life abundant meant for each,

give us all new fervour, draw us
closer in community;

with the Spirit’s gift’s empow’r us
for the work of ministry.

Lord, you show us love’s true measure:

‘Father, what they do, forgive.’
Yet we hoard as private treasure
all that you so freely give.

May your care and mercy lead us
to a just society;

with the Spirit’s gifts empow’r us
for the work of ministry.

Lord, you bless with words assuring:
‘I am with you to the end.’

Faith and hope and love restoring,
may we serve as you intend,

and, amid the cares that claim us,
hold in mind eternity;

with the Spirit’s gifts empow’r us

for the work of ministry.

The Recessional Hymn
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Text J. Rowthorn
Music: AUSTRIA, Joseph Haydn

Let us bless the Lord
All Thanks be to God.

Everyone is welcome to stay for coffee after the Eucharist.
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