
 We warmly welcome everyone  
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Welcome to Saint Mary’s Church  
in the Parish of Witney.  

  
We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable Christianity.    
  
Everyone is welcome at this service.  If you usually 
receive communion please join us – or please come forward to 
receive a blessing.  
  
If you are interested in becoming a part of what is happening 
through the church please speak to one of the welcomers 
afterwards. We also have Welcome Packs available with more 
information – please ask!  
  
The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) is a simple and secure way for 
churches to receive regular donations. It is an established service for 
managing Direct Debit donations, designed to support churches to 
fund their mission and ministry.  Talk to one of the church wardens to 
find out more or for help signing up, or pick up a leaflet at the North 
door.  
  
This service is live-streamed. If you do not want to appear on 
the stream please speak to the Welcomers or Duty Wardens. 
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As the sacristy bell sounds all stand 
 

The Procession 
 

All people that on earth do dwell,  
sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;  
him serve with fear, his praise forth tell,  
come ye before him and rejoice.  
  
The Lord, ye know is God indeed,  
without our aid he did us make;  
we are his folk, he doth us feed  
and for his sheep he doth us take.  
  
O enter then his gates with praise,  
approach with joy his courts unto,  
praise, Lord, and bless his name always,  
for it is seemly so to do.  
  
For why? The Lord our God is good;  
his mercy is for ever sure;  
his truth at all times firmly stood,  
and shall from age to age endure.  
  
To Father, Son and Holy Ghost,  
the God whom heaven and earth adore,  
from us and from the angel-host  
be praise and glory evermore. Amen.  

   
Words: W Kethe, d.1594 from Day’s Psalter, 1560-61  

Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Melody in Genevan Psalter, 1551  
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The Greeting 
  

       In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 
   
The service is introduced. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
  
The priest invites us to confession in these or similar words. 
  

God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins, 
to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life. 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

All    Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
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who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 

 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All    Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
We sing together: 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,   
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you,   
we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.    

 

Lord Jesus Christ,   
only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,   
you take away the sin of the world:   
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
 

For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,   
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
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The Collect 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Lord, you have taught us 
that all our doings without love are nothing worth: 
send your Holy Spirit 
and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, 
the true bond of peace and of all virtues, 
without which whoever lives is counted dead before you. 
Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

A Reading from the Book of Exodus (Exodus 19.2-8a) 

They had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of 
Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of 
the mountain. Then Moses went up to God; the Lord called to him 
from the mountain, saying, ‘Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, 
and tell the Israelites: You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and 
how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now 
therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be 
my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole 
earth is mine, but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy 
nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.’ 
So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before 
them all these words that the Lord had commanded him. The people 
all answered as one: ‘Everything that the Lord has spoken we will do.’ 
Moses reported the words of the people to the Lord. 
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This is the word of the Lord.  
All    Thanks be to God.  

The Gradual Psalm  
 
The choir sings and we repeat, also between verses 

  
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans, (Romans 5.1-8). 
 
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained 
access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of 
sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and 
hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to 
die. But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners 
Christ died for us. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  
All    Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



 8 

The Gospel 
We stand for the Gospel Alleluia: 

 
 

The Lord be with you  
All and also with you. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.   
All Glory to you, O Lord.   
 
Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and 
curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, 
he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, 
‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the 
Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.’ 
Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority 
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and 
every sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, 
Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of 
Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 
Matthew the tax-collector; James son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who 
betrayed him. 
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Go 
nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the 
Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As 
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you go, proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of heaven has come 
near.” Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out 
demons. You received without payment; give without payment. 

Matthew 9. 35-10.8 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

All Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
We sit 

The Sermon 
 

The Creed 

  
Let us declare before God the faith of the Church:  

  
All  We believe in one God,   

the Father, the Almighty,   
maker of heaven and earth,   
of all that is,   
seen and unseen.   
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,   
the only Son of God,   
eternally begotten of the Father,   
God from God, Light from Light,   
true God from true God,   
begotten, not made,   
of one Being with the Father;   
through him all things were made.   
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,   
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary   
and was made man.   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;   
he suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day he rose again   
in accordance with the Scriptures;   
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he ascended into heaven   
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
 dead,   
and his kingdom will have no end.   
   
We believe in the Holy Spirit,   
the Lord, the giver of life,   
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,   
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and  
 glorified,   
who has spoken through the prophets.   
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
We look for the resurrection of the dead,   
and the life of the world to come.   
Amen.   

 
Intercessions 

 
In the power of the Spirit, and in union with Christ 
let us pray to the Father. 

 
The Intercessor may use the response 
 

Lord in your mercy 
 All Hear our prayer. 
 
And at the end: 
 

Merciful Father, 
All Accept these prayers 

For the sake of your Son 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
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All stand 
 

The Peace  
 
Blessed are the peacemakers: 
they shall be called children of God. 
We meet in the name of Christ and share his peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All    and also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  

 
The Offertory Hymn 

 
We stand as the Offertory Hymn is sung and the gifts of bread and 
wine are placed upon the Altar.   
 
You can give to the work of the Church by signing up to the Parish Giving 
Scheme, or by using these bank details - Witney PCC, Sort Code 20-97-48, Account 
Number 00971626.  
 
There is also a card reader by the North Door,  
 
All that we bring to the altar is a gift from God, and our offering back to God is a sign of 
the offering of our lives in the Lord’s service.  
 

O love divine, how sweet thou art!   
When shall I find my willing heart   
All taken up by thee?   
I thirst, I faint, I die to prove   
The greatness of redeeming love,   
The love of Christ to me.   
   
Stronger His love than death or hell;   
Its reaches are unsearchable;   
The first born sons of light   
Desire in vain its depths to see;   
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They cannot reach the mystery   
The length, and breadth, and height.   
   
God only knows the love of God;   
O that it now were shed abroad   
In this poor stony heart!   
For love I sigh, for love I pine;   
This only portion, Lord, be mine,   
Be mine this better part.   
   
O that I could forever sit   
With Mary at the Master’s feet;   
Be this my happy choice;   
My only care, delight, and bliss,   
My joy, my heaven on earth, be this   
To hear the Bridegroom’s voice.   
    
Thy only love do I require,   
Nothing on earth beneath desire,   
Nothing in Heaven above;   
Let earth, and Heaven, and all things go,   
Give me Thy only love to know,   
Give me only Thy love.   

   
Words: Charles Wesley   

Music: CORNWALL, S.S. Wesley  
  

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you 
All And also with you 

Lift up your hearts 
All We lift them to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
All It is right to give thanks and praise 
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Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 
he lived on earth and went about among us; 
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 
he put an end to death by dying for us; 
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes 
In the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
and according to your holy will,  
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  
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In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks;  
he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me.  
 
Great is the mystery of faith  

All Christ has died:  
Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again.  

 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you.  
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people  
and gather into one in your kingdom  
all who share this one bread and one cup,  
so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother of God,   
and all the saints,  
may praise and glorify you for ever,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  
for ever and ever.  

All Amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so 
we pray: 

 
All    Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread  

  
The Priest breaks the consecrated host  

 
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  

All Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

 
Agnus Dei 

 
All Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Have mercy on us. 
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Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Grant us peace. 

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 

All   Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word 
and I shall be healed. 

 
All who are used to receiving Communion are welcome to do so here 
– please make your way to the altar as directed by the Sidesperson.  
 
If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are warmly invited to 
come forward for a blessing – please approach the president carrying 
this booklet. Gluten free wafers are available on request. 
 

The Communion Hymn 
 
O Thou Who camest from above,  
The pure celestial fire to impart,  
Kindle a flame of sacred love  
Upon the mean altar of my heart.  
  
There let it for Thy glory burn  
With inextinguishable blaze,  
And trembling to its source return,  
In humble prayer and fervent praise.  
  
Jesus, confirm my heart’s desire  
To work and speak and think for Thee;  
Still let me guard the holy fire,  
And still stir up Thy gift in me.  
  
Ready for all Thy perfect will,  
My acts of faith and love repeat,  
Till death Thy endless mercies seal,  
And make my sacrifice complete.  
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Words: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788  

Music: HEREFORD, SS Wesley, 1810-1876  
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 
Let us pray: 

 
Loving Father, 
we thank you for feeding us at the supper of your Son: 
sustain us with your Spirit, 
that we may serve you here on earth 
until our joy is complete in heaven, 
and we share in the eternal banquet 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
 
All Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

 
We sit for the notices  

The Notices 
 

 
 
 
 



 18 

The Blessing 
Please stand for the Blessing 
 

The Lord be with you. 
All    And also with you. 
 

The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All    Amen. 
The Dismissal 

 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ, Amen. 
 

The Recessional Hymn 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!  
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;  
tender to me the promise of his word –  
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.  
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name!  
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;  
his mercy sure, from age to age the same –  
his holy name: the Lord, the Mighty One.  
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!  
Powers and dominions lay their glory by;  
proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,  
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.  



 19 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!  
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure:  
tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord  
to children’s children and for evermore!  
 

Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith  
Music: WOODLANDS  

 
Let us bless the Lord 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
Everyone is welcome to stay for coffee after the Eucharist. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 20 

 


