
 We warmly welcome everyone  
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Welcome to Saint Mary’s Church  
in the Parish of Witney.  

  
We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable Christianity.    
  
Everyone is welcome at this service.  If you usually 
receive communion please join us – or please come forward to 
receive a blessing.  
  
If you are interested in becoming a part of what is happening 
through the church please speak to one of the welcomers 
afterwards. We also have Welcome Packs available with more 
information – please ask!  
  
The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) is a simple and secure way for 
churches to receive regular donations. It is an established service for 
managing Direct Debit donations, designed to support churches to 
fund their mission and ministry.  Talk to one of the church wardens to 
find out more or for help signing up, or pick up a leaflet at the North 
door.  
  
This service is live-streamed. If you do not want to appear on 
the stream please speak to the Welcomers or Duty Wardens. 
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As the sacristy bell sounds all stand 
 

The Procession 
 

Christ for the world we sing;   
the world to Christ we bring   
with fervent pray'r:   
the wayward and the lost,   
by restless passions tossed,   
redeemed at countless cost   
from dark despair.   
  
Christ for the world we sing;   
the world to Christ we bring   
with one accord:  
with us the work to share,   
with us reproach to dare,   
with us the cross to bear,   
for Christ our Lord.   
  
Christ for the world we sing;   
the world to Christ we bring   
with joyful song:  
the newborn souls whose days,   
reclaimed from error's ways,  
inspired with hope and praise,   
to Christ belong.  

  
Words: Samuel Wolcott, 1813–1886  

Music: MOSCOW, Felice de Giardini, 1716–1796  
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The Greeting 
  

       In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 
   
The service is introduced. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
  
The priest invites us to confession in these or similar words. 
  

God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins, 
to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life. 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

All    Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
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who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 

 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All    Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
We sing together: 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,   
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you,   
we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.    

 

Lord Jesus Christ,   
only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,   
you take away the sin of the world:   
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
 

For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,   
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
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The Collect 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Almighty God, 
you have broken the tyranny of sin 
and have sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts 
whereby we call you Father: 
give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, 
that we and all creation may be brought 
to the glorious liberty of the children of God; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah 20.7-13) 
 
O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have 
overpowered me, and you have prevailed. I have become a laughing-
stock all day long; everyone mocks me. For whenever I speak, I must 
cry out, I must shout, ‘Violence and destruction!’  

For the word of the Lord has become for me a reproach and 
derision all day long. If I say, ‘I will not mention him, or speak any 
more in his name’, then within me there is something like a burning 
fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 
For I hear many whispering: ‘Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let 
us denounce him!’ All my close friends are watching for me to 
stumble. ‘Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail against him, 
and take our revenge on him.’ But the Lord is with me like a dread 
warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not 
prevail. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their 
eternal dishonour will never be forgotten. O Lord of hosts, you test 
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the righteous, you see the heart and the mind; let me see your 
retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 

Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! For he has delivered the life of 
the needy from the hands of evildoers. 

This is the word of the Lord.  
All    Thanks be to God.  

The Gradual Psalm  
 
The choir sings and we repeat, also between verses 

© Andrew Moore 2024  
 

It is for you that I suffer taunts, that shame has covered my 
face.   
To my own kin I have become an outcast, a stranger to the 
children of my mother.   
Zeal for your house consumes me, and taunts against you fall 
on me. /R.   
  
But I pray to you, O Lord, at an acceptable time.  
In your great mercy, answer me, O God, with your faithful 
salvation.   
Lord, answer, for your mercy is kind; in your great compassion, 
turn towards me.  /R.   

 
 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans, (Romans 6.1b-11). 
 
What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that 
grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin go on 
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living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have 
been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might 
walk in newness of life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that 
our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever 
has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe 
that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from 
the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he 
lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to 
sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  
All    Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel 
We stand for the Gospel Alleluia: 

 
 

The Lord be with you  
All and also with you. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.   
All Glory to you, O Lord.   
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‘A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it 
is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the 
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how 
much more will they malign those of his household! 

‘So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not 
be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. What I 
say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, 
proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and 
body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of 
them will fall to the ground unperceived by your Father. And even the 
hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of 
more value than many sparrows. 

‘Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also 
will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me 
before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 

‘Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I 
have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a 
man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be 
members of one’s own household. 

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of 
me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy 
of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not 
worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake will find it. 

Matthew 10.24-39 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

All Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
We sit 

The Sermon 
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The Creed 

  
Let us declare before God the faith of the Church:  

  
All  We believe in one God,   

the Father, the Almighty,   
maker of heaven and earth,   
of all that is,   
seen and unseen.   
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,   
the only Son of God,   
eternally begotten of the Father,   
God from God, Light from Light,   
true God from true God,   
begotten, not made,   
of one Being with the Father;   
through him all things were made.   
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,   
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary   
and was made man.   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;   
he suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day he rose again   
in accordance with the Scriptures;   
he ascended into heaven   
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
 dead,   
and his kingdom will have no end.   
   
We believe in the Holy Spirit,   
the Lord, the giver of life,   
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,   
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and  
 glorified,   
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who has spoken through the prophets.   
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
We look for the resurrection of the dead,   
and the life of the world to come.   
Amen.   

 
Intercessions 

 
In the power of the Spirit, and in union with Christ 
let us pray to the Father. 

 
The Intercessor may use the response 
 

Lord in your mercy 
 All Hear our prayer. 
 
And at the end: 
 

Merciful Father, 
All Accept these prayers 

For the sake of your Son 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

 
All stand 
 

The Peace  
 
Blessed are the peacemakers: 
they shall be called children of God. 
We meet in the name of Christ and share his peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All    and also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
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The Offertory Hymn 
 
We stand as the Offertory Hymn is sung and the gifts of bread and 
wine are placed upon the Altar.   
 
You can give to the work of the Church by signing up to the Parish Giving 
Scheme, or by using these bank details - Witney PCC, Sort Code 20-97-48, Account 
Number 00971626.  
 
There is also a card reader by the North Door,  
 
All that we bring to the altar is a gift from God, and our offering back to God is a sign of 
the offering of our lives in the Lord’s service.  
 

Behold the Lamb who bears ours sins away  
Slain for us, and we remember  
The promise made  
That all who come in faith  
Find forgiveness at the Cross.  
 So we share in this bread of life  
And we drink of his sacrifice  
As a sign of our bonds of peace  
Around the table of the King.  
  
The body of our Saviour Jesus Christ  
Torn for you, eat and remember  
The wounds that heal   
The death that brings us life  
Paid the price to make us one.  Refrain  
  
The blood that cleanses ev’ry stain of sin  
Shed for you, drink and remember  
He drained death’s cup  
That all may enter in  
To receive the life of God.   Refrain  
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And so with thankfulness and faith we rise  
To respond, and to remember  
Our call to follow  
In the steps of Christ  
As his body here on earth.  
  
As we share in His suffering  
We proclaim Christ will come again!  
And we’ll join in the feast of heaven  
Around the table of the King!  

  
Keith and Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend  

© 2007 Thank you music  
  

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you 
All And also with you 

Lift up your hearts 
All We lift them to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
All It is right to give thanks and praise 

 
Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 
he lived on earth and went about among us; 
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 
he put an end to death by dying for us; 
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
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we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes 
In the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
and according to your holy will,  
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  
In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks;  
he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me.  
 
Great is the mystery of faith  

All Christ has died:  
Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again.  
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And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you.  
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people  
and gather into one in your kingdom  
all who share this one bread and one cup,  
so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother of God,   
and all the saints,  
may praise and glorify you for ever,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  
for ever and ever.  

All Amen.  
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so 
we pray: 

 
All    Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
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Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread  

  
The Priest breaks the consecrated host  

 
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  

All Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

 
Agnus Dei 

 
All Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Grant us peace. 

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 

All   Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word 
and I shall be healed. 

 
All who are used to receiving Communion are welcome to do so here 
– please make your way to the altar as directed by the Sidesperson.  
 
If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are warmly invited to 
come forward for a blessing – please approach the president carrying 
this booklet. Gluten free wafers are available on request. 
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The Communion Hymn 
 
Morning glory, starlit sky,   
soaring music, scholars’ truth,   
flight of swallows, autumn’s leaves,   
memory’s treasure, grace of youth:   
  
Love that gives, gives ever more,   
gives with zeal, with eager hands,   
spares not, keeps not, all outpours,   
ventures all, its all expends.   
  
Drained is love in making full,   
bound in setting others free,   
poor in making many rich,   
weak in giving power to be.   
  
Here is God: no monarch he,   
throned in easy state to reign;   
here is God, whose arms of love   
aching, spent, the world sustain.   

  
Words: W.H. Vanstone, 1923-1999   

Music: Song 13, Orlando Gibbons, 1583-1625   
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 
Let us pray: 

 
O God, whose beauty is beyond our imagining 
and whose power we cannot comprehend: 
show us your glory as far as we can grasp it, 
and shield us from knowing more than we can bear 
until we may look upon you without fear; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

All Amen 
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All Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

 
We sit for the notices  

The Notices 
 

The Blessing 
Please stand for the Blessing 
 

The Lord be with you. 
All    And also with you. 
 

The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All    Amen. 
The Dismissal 

 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ, Amen. 
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The Recessional Hymn 
 

O praise ye the Lord! Praise him in the height;  
rejoice in his word, ye angels of light;  
ye heavens adore him by whom ye were made,  
and worship before him, in brightness arrayed.  
  
O praise ye the Lord! Praise him upon earth,  
in tuneful accord, ye sons of new birth;  
praise him who hath brought you his grace from above,  
praise him who hath taught you to sing of his love.  
  
O praise ye the Lord, all things that give sound,  
each jubilant chord re-echo around;  
loud organs, his glory forth tell in deep tone,  
and, sweet harp, the story of what he hath done.  
  
Organ extemporisation  
  
O praise ye the Lord! Thanksgiving and song  
to him be outpoured all ages along:  
for love in creation, for heaven restored,  
for grace of salvation, O praise ye the Lord!  
  

Words: HW Baker, 1823-1877, Based on Psalm 150  
Music: LAUDATE DOMINUM (GAUNTLETT), HJ Gaundlett  

 
Let us bless the Lord 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
Everyone is welcome to stay for coffee after the Eucharist. 
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