
 We warmly welcome everyone  
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Welcome to Saint Mary’s Church  
in the Parish of Witney.  

  
We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable Christianity.    
  
Everyone is welcome at this service.  If you usually 
receive communion please join us – or please come forward to 
receive a blessing.  
  
If you are interested in becoming a part of what is happening 
through the church please speak to one of the welcomers 
afterwards. We also have Welcome Packs available with more 
information – please ask!  
  
The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) is a simple and secure way for 
churches to receive regular donations. It is an established service for 
managing Direct Debit donations, designed to support churches to 
fund their mission and ministry.  Talk to one of the church wardens to 
find out more or for help signing up, or pick up a leaflet at the North 
door.  
  
This service is live-streamed. If you do not want to appear on 
the stream please speak to the Welcomers or Duty Wardens. 
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As the sacristy bell sounds all stand 
 

The Procession 
 

Let us build a house where love can dwell    
and all can safely live,   
a place where saints and children tell   
how hearts learn to forgive.   
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,   
rock of faith and vault of grace;   
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:   
All are welcome, all are welcome,   
all are welcome in this place.  
  
Let us build a house where love is found  
in water, wine and wheat:   
a banquet hall on holy ground   
where peace and justice meet.   
Here the love of God, through Jesus,   
is revealed in time and space;   
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 
All are welcome… 
  
Let us build a house where hands will reach  
beyond the wood and stone   
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,   
and live the Word they've known.   
Here the outcast and the stranger   
bear the image of God's face;   
let us bring an end to fear and danger:  
All are welcome… 
  
Let us build a house where all are named,  
their songs and visions heard   
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed   
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as words within the Word.   
Built of tears and cries and laughter,   
prayers of faith and songs of grace,   
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
All are welcome…   

Words and Music: Marty Haugen  
 

The Greeting  
       In the name of the Father,  

and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 
   
The service is introduced. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
We sing together: 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,   
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you,   
we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.    

 

Lord Jesus Christ,   
only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,   
you take away the sin of the world:   
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
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For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,   
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

 
The Collect 

 
Let us pray: 
 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, 
without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 
increase and multiply upon us your mercy; 
that with you as our ruler and guide 
we may so pass through things temporal 
that we lose not our hold on things eternal; 
grant this, heavenly Father, 
for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah 28.5-9) 
 

Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in 
the presence of the priests and all the people who were standing in 
the house of the Lord; and the prophet Jeremiah said, ‘Amen! May 
the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfil the words that you have 
prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of 
the house of the Lord, and all the exiles. But listen now to this word 
that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. The 
prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied 
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war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great 
kingdoms. As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word 
of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the Lord has 
truly sent the prophet.’ 

This is the word of the Lord.  
All    Thanks be to God.  

The Gradual Psalm  
 
 The choir sings and we repeat, also between verses 

© Andrew Moore 2024  
 

I will sing for ever of your mercies, O LORD;  
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your fidelity.   
I have declared your mercy is established for ever; your fidelity 
stands firm as the heavens. /R.   
 
How blessed the people who know your praise,  
who walk, O LORD, in the light of your face,  
who find their joy every day in your name,  
who make your uprightness their joyful acclaim. /R.   

From Psalm 89  
 
 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans, (Romans 6.12-end). 
 
Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to 
make you obey their passions. No longer present your members to 
sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as 
those who have been brought from death to life, and present your 
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members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will have 
no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 
What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under 
grace? By no means! Do you not know that if you present yourselves 
to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you 
obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which 
leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that you, having once 
been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form 
of teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, having been 
set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am 
speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just 
as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to 
greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves 
to righteousness for sanctification. 
When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 
righteousness. So what advantage did you then get from the things of 
which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. But 
now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the 
advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the 
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  
All    Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel 
We stand for the Gospel Alleluia: 
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The Lord be with you  
All and also with you. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.   
All Glory to you, O Lord.   
 
‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the 
name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever 
welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will 
receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of 
cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I 
tell you, none of these will lose their reward.’  

Matthew 10.24-39 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

All Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
We sit 

The Sermon 
 
Those who are to be received into the communion of the Church of 
England join the ministers at the font. 

The Profession of Faith 

  
Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess, together with Helen, the 
faith of the Church. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
All    I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 

All    I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 

All    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Declaration 
 

You are here to be received into the communion of the 
Church of England. 
Do you acknowledge the Church of England as part of the one, 
holy, catholic and apostolic Church? 
I do. 

 
Do you accept the teaching, discipline and authority of the 
Church of England? 
I do. 
 
Will you take part with us in worship and mission? 
I will. 
 

The candidate may come forward to the font and sign themself with 
water, or the president may sprinkle them. 
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Almighty God, 
we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith 
with all who have been baptized into your name. 
Keep us faithful to our baptism, 
and so make us ready for that day 
when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

All    Amen. 
 

Reception into the Communion of the Church of England 
 

God of mercy and love, 
by one Spirit we have all been baptized into one body 
and made to drink of the one Spirit; 
we thank you for the gifts you have given to your servant 
for the building up of the body of Christ. 
Grant that she may continue in the life of the Spirit 
and walk with us in the light and obedience of Christ. 
By the same Spirit, 
fill the whole Church with your overflowing love; 
give us knowledge and discernment of your will, 
and steadfastness in your service, 
until we all come to the unity of the faith, 
to the measure of the full stature of Christ, 
through whom we make our prayer. 

All    Amen. 
 
The president takes the hand of the candidate, saying 
 

Helen, we recognize you as a member of the one, holy, catholic 
and apostolic Church; 
and we receive you into the communion of the Church of 
England in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

All    Amen. 
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All  Defend, O Lord, this your servant with your heavenly grace, 
that she may continue yours for ever, 
and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more 
until she comes to your everlasting kingdom. Amen. 

 
Intercessions 

 
In the power of the Spirit, and in union with Christ 
let us pray to the Father. 

 
The Intercessor may use the response 
 

Lord in your mercy 
 All Hear our prayer. 
 
And at the end: 
 

Merciful Father, 
All Accept these prayers 

For the sake of your Son 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

 
All stand 

The Peace  
 
God has made us one in Christ. 
He has set his seal upon us 
and, as a pledge of what is to come, 
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. 
. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All    and also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
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The Offertory Hymn 
 
We stand as the Offertory Hymn is sung and the gifts of bread and 
wine are placed upon the Altar.   
 
You can give to the work of the Church by signing up to the Parish Giving 
Scheme, or by using these bank details - Witney PCC, Sort Code 20-97-48, Account 
Number 00971626.  
 
There is also a card reader by the North Door,  
All that we bring to the altar is a gift from God, and our offering back to God is a sign of 
the offering of our lives in the Lord’s service.  
 

Praise to the Holiest in the height,  
And in the depth be praise;  
In all His words most wonderful,  
Most sure in all His ways.  
  
O loving wisdom of our God!  
When all was sin and shame,  
A second Adam to the fight  
And to the rescue came.  
  
O wisest love! that flesh and blood,  
Which did in Adam fail,  
Should strive afresh against the foe,  
Should strive and should prevail.  
  
And that a higher gift than grace  
Should flesh and blood refine,  
God’s Presence and His very Self,  
And Essence all divine.  
  
O generous love! that He, who smote,  
In Man for man the foe,  
The double agony in Man  
For man should undergo.  
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And in the garden secretly,  
And on the cross on high,  
Should teach His brethren, and inspire  
To suffer and to die.  
  
Praise to the Holiest in the height,  
And in the depth be praise;  
In all His words most wonderful,  
Most sure in all His ways.  

  
Words: John H Newman, 1865  

Music: GERONTIUS, John B Dykes, 1868  
  

Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you 

All And also with you 
Lift up your hearts 

All We lift them to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
All It is right to give thanks and praise 

 
Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 
he lived on earth and went about among us; 
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 
he put an end to death by dying for us; 
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
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All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes 
In the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
and according to your holy will,  
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  
In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks;  
he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me.  
 
Great is the mystery of faith  

All Christ has died:  
Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again.  
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
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and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you.  
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people  
and gather into one in your kingdom  
all who share this one bread and one cup,  
so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother of God,   
and all the saints,  
may praise and glorify you for ever,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  
for ever and ever.  

All Amen.  
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Let us pray with confidence to the Father, in the words our 
Saviour gave us: 

 
All    Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
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and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread  

  
The Priest breaks the consecrated host  

 
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  

All Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

 
Agnus Dei 

 
All Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Grant us peace. 

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 

All   Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word 
and I shall be healed. 

 
All who are used to receiving Communion are welcome to do so here 
– please make your way to the altar as directed by the Sidesperson.  
 
If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are warmly invited to 
come forward for a blessing – please approach the president carrying 
this booklet. Gluten free wafers are available on request. 
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The Communion Hymn 
 
Bread of heaven, on thee we feed,  
for thy flesh is meat indeed;  
ever may our souls be fed  
with this true and living bread;  
day by day with strength supplied  
through the life of him who died.  
  
Vine of heaven, thy blood supplies  
this blest cup of sacrifice;  
Lord, thy wounds our healing give,  
to thy cross we look and live:  
Jesus, may we ever be  
grafted, rooted, built in thee.  

  
Words: Josiah Conder, 1789–1855  

Music: BREAD OF HEAVEN, W.D. Maclagan, 1826–1910  
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 
Let us pray: 

 
Eternal God, 
comfort of the afflicted and healer of the broken, 
you have fed us at the table of life and hope: 
teach us the ways of gentleness and peace, 
that all the world may acknowledge 
the kingdom of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
 
All Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
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to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

 
We sit for the notices  

The Notices 
 

The Blessing of Stoles 
The Lord be with you. 

All    And also with you. 
 

Almighty God, who told your servant Moses to make vestments 
for the ministers of the tabernacle, and gave him wisdom and 
skill to complete his task, bless +, sanctify +, and consecrate + 
these stoles for your service and worship, and grant that your 
minister who is to use them will be filled with the grace of the 
sevenfold Spirit, and the fruit of good works in ministry, that 
they and those they minister to may dwell with you forever. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
 
The stoles are sprinkled with holy water. 
 

The Blessing 
Please stand for the Blessing 
 

The Lord be with you. 
All    And also with you. 
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The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All    Amen. 
The Dismissal 

 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ, Amen. 
 

 
The Recessional Hymn 

 
Son of God, eternal Saviour,  
source of life and truth and grace,  
Son of Man, whose birth incarnate  
hallows all our human race;  
great High Priest who, throned in glory,  
for your own will ever plead,  
fill us with your love and pity,  
heal our wrongs, and help our need.  
  
Lord, as you have lived for others,  
so may we for others live;  
freely have your gifts been granted,  
freely may your servants give.  
Yours the gold and yours the silver,  
yours the wealth of sea and land,  
we but stewards of your bounty  
held in trust at your command.  
Come, Lord Jesus, reign among us,  
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King of Love, and Prince of Peace;  
hush the storm of strife and passion,  
bid its cruel discords cease.  
Yours the prayer, and yours the purpose,  
that your people should be one:  
grant from heaven, our hope’s fruition:  
here on earth your will be done.  

  
Words: S.C. Lowry, 1855–1932  

Music: BLAENWERN, W.P. Rowlands, 1860–1937  
 

Let us bless the Lord 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
Everyone is welcome to stay for coffee after the Eucharist. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


