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Welcome to Saint Mary’s Church
in the Parish of Witney.

We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable Christianity.

Everyone is welcome at this service. If you usually
receive communion please join us — or please come forward to
receive a blessing.

If you are interested in becoming a part of what is happening
through the church please speak to one of the welcomers
afterwards. We also have Welcome Packs available with more
information - please ask!

The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) is a simple and secure way for
churches to receive regular donations. It is an established service for
managing Direct Debit donations, designed to support churches to
fund their mission and ministry. Talk to one of the church wardens to
find out more or for help signing up, or pick up a leaflet at the North
door.

This service is live-streamed. If you do not want to appear on
the stream please speak to the Welcomers or Duty Wardens.



As the sacristy bell sounds all stand
The Procession

O God of earth and altar,
bow down and hear our cry,
our earthly rulers falter,

our people drift and die;

the walls of gold entomb us,
the swords of scorn divide,
take not thy thunder from us,
but take away our pride.

From all that terror teaches,
from lies of tongue and pen,
from all the easy speeches

that comfort cruel men,

from sale and profanation

of honour and the sword,

from sleep and from damnation,
deliver us, good Lord!

Tie in a living tether

the prince and priest and thrall,
bind all our lives together,
smite us and save us all;

in ire and exultation

aflame with faith, and free,

lift up a living nation,

a single sword to thee.

Words: G. K. Chesterton, 1874-1936
Music: KINGS LYNN, Eng. Folk tune, arr. R. Vaughan Williams



The Greeting

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All Amen.

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

The service is introduced.
Prayers of Penitence
The priest invites us to confession in these or similar words.

God so loved the world

that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ

to save us from our sins,

to be our advocate in heaven,

and to bring us to eternal life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.

Silence is kept.

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,



All

who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.

Amen.

May the God of love and power

forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis

We sing together:

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,

we worship you,

we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ,

only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



All

The Collect
Let us pray:

Lord of all power and might,

the author and giver of all good things:
graft in our hearts the love of your name,
increase in us true religion,

nourish us with all goodness,

and of your great mercy keep us in the same;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen

The Liturgy of the Word

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah (/saiah 44.6-8)

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer,

the Lord of hosts: | am the first and | am the last; besides me there is
no god. Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and
set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old the things to
come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. Do not fear, or be afraid;
have | not told you from of old and declared it? You are my
witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; |
know not one.

All

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



The Gradual Psalm

The choir sings and we repeat, also between verses

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 86: 5-6, 9-10, 15-16
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Lord, you are good and for-giv - ing.

Music: © 2015 Royce Nickel. Licensed in the Creative Commons by-nc-nd 3.0

You, O Lord, are good and forgiving,
abounding in kindness to all who call upon you.
Hearken, O Lord, to my prayer,

and attend to the sound of my pleading. /R

All the nations you have made shall come and worship you
O Lord,

And glorify your name.

For you are great, and you do wondrous deeds;

you alone are God. /R

You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,
slow to anger, abounding in kindness and fidelity.
Turn toward me, and have pity on me;

give your strength to your servant. /R.

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans, (Romans 8.12-25).

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh— for if you live according to the flesh, you will
die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you
will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of

God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,
but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry,



‘Abbal Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and
joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may
also be glorified with him.

| consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for
the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will
of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set
free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the
glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has
been groaning in labour pains until now; and not only the creation,
but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope
we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who

hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we
wait for it with patience.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

The Gospel

We stand and face the reader as the book of the Gospel as is carried
amongst us:

Alleluia Tone II
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.

Music: © 2016 Royce Nickel. Licensed in the Creative Commons by-nc-nd 3.0

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.



Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
All Glory to you, O Lord.

He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but
while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came
up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves
of the householder came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow
good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come

from?” He answered, “"An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to
him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?” But he replied,
“No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along
with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at
harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples
approached him, saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of
the field.” He answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the
Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the
children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil

one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the
end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the

age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of
his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
ghashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!

Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit



All

The Sermon
The Creed
Let us declare before God the faith of the Church:

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is,

seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
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who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and
glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Intercessions

In the power of the Spirit, and in union with Christ
let us pray to the Father.

The Intercessor may use the response

Lord in your mercy
All Hear our prayer.

And at the end:

Merciful Father,
All Accept these prayers
For the sake of your Son
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

All stand

The Peace

Blessed are the peacemakers:
they shall be called children of God.
We meet in the name of Christ and share his peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All and also with you.
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Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
The Offertory Hymn

We stand as the Offertory Hymn is sung and the gifts of bread and
wine are placed upon the Altar.

You can give to the work of the Church by signing up to the Parish Giving
Scheme, or by using these bank details - Witney PCC, Sort Code 20-97-48, Account
Number 00971626.

There is also a card reader by the North Door,

All that we bring to the altar is a gift from God, and our offering back to God is a sign of
the offering of our lives in the Lord’s service.

God is Love: let heav'n adore him;
God is Love: let earth rejoice;

let creation sing before him,

and exalt him with one voice.

He who laid the earth's foundation,
he who spread the heav'ns above,
he who breathes through all creation,
he is Love, eternal Love.

God is Love: and he enfoldeth

all the world in one embrace;

with unfailing grasp he holdeth

every child of every race.

And when human hearts are breaking
under sorrow's iron rod,

then they find that selfsame aching
deep within the heart of God.

God is Love: and though with blindness

sin afflicts the souls of all,
God's eternal loving-kindness
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All

All

All

All

holds and guides us when we fall.
Sin and death and hell shall never
o'er us final triumph gain;
God is Love, so Love for ever
o'er the universe must reign.
Words: Timothy Rees, 1922
Music: ABBOTS LEIGH

Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you

And also with you

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give thanks and praise

Father, we give you thanks and praise

through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word,
through whom you have created all things;

who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour.
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh;

as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin,

he lived on earth and went about among us;

he opened wide his arms for us on the cross;

he put an end to death by dying for us;

and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life;

so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people.
Therefore with angels and archangels,

and with all the company of heaven,

we proclaim your great and glorious name,

for ever praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory,

13



All

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
In the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,

and according to your holy will,

these qifts of bread and wine

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith
Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,

14



All

All

we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother of God,
and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so
we pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from euvil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread

The Priest breaks the consecrated host

All

All

All

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
Grant us peace.

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Happy are those who are called to his supper.

Lord, | am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word
and | shall be healed.

All who are used to receiving Communion are welcome to do so here
— please make your way to the altar as directed by the Sidesperson.

If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are warmly invited to
come forward for a blessing — please approach the president carrying
this booklet. Gluten free wafers are available on request.
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Sweet Sacrament divine!

Hid in Thy earthly home,

Lo, round Thy lowly shrine,

With suppliant hearts we come.
Jesus, to Thee our voice we raise,

In songs of love and heartfelt praise,
Sweet Sacrament divine.

Sweet Sacrament of peace!
Dear home of every heart,
Where restless yearnings cease,
And sorrows all depart.

There in Thine ear, all trustfully
We tell our tale of misery,

Sweet Sacrament of peace!

Sweet Sacrament of rest!

Ark from the ocean's roar,

Within Thy shelter blest

Soon may we reach the shore.
Save us, for still the tempest raves,

Save, lest we sink beneath the waves.

Sweet Sacrament of rest!

Sweet Sacrament divine!

Earth's light and jubilee,

In Thy far depths doth shine

Thy Godhead's majesty.

Sweet Light, so shine on us, we pray,
That earthly joys may fade away,
Sweet Sacrament divine!

The Communion Hymn

Words: Francis Stanfield 1835-1914
Music: DIVINE MYSTERIES F. Stanfield
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All

Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray:

God of our pilgrimage,

you have led us to the living water:
refresh and sustain us

as we go forward on our journey,

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out

in the power of your Spirit

to live and work

to your praise and glory.

Amen.

We sit for the notices

The Notices

The Blessing

Please stand for the Blessing

All

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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All

All

The peace of God,
which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
The Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ, Amen.

The Recessional Hymn

Christ triumphant, ever reigning,
Saviour, Master, King.

Lord of heav’n, our lives sustaining,
hear us as we sing:

Yours the glory and the crown,

the high renown the eternal name.

Word incarnate, truth revealing,
Son of Man on earth!

Pow’r and majesty concealing

by your humble birth:

Yours the glory and the crown,
the high renown the eternal name.

Suff’ring servant, scorned, ill treated,
victim crucified!

Death is through the cross defeated,
sinners justified:

Yours the glory and the crown,

the high renown the eternal name.
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Priestly King, enthroned for ever
high in heav’n above!

Sin and death and hell shall never
stifle hymns of love:

Yours the glory and the crown,
the high renown the eternal name.

So, our hearts and voices raising
through the ages long,
ceaselessly upon you gazing,
this shall be our song:

Yours the glory and the crown,
the high renown the eternal name.

Words: Michael Saward, b.1932
Music: GUITING POWER, John Barnard, b.1948

Let us bless the Lord
All Thanks be to God.

Everyone is welcome to stay for coffee after the Eucharist.
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