


 We warmly welcome everyone 
Welcome to Saint Mary’s Church 

in the Parish of Witney. 
 
We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable 
Christianity. 
 

Everyone is welcome at this service.  If you usually 
receive communion please join us – or please come forward to 
receive a blessing. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a part of what is happening 
through the church please speak to one of the welcomers 
afterwards. We also have Welcome Packs 
available with more information – please ask! 
 

The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) is a simple and secure way for 
churches to receive regular donations. It is an established service 
for managing Direct Debit donations, designed to support 
churches to fund their mission and ministry.  Talk to one of the 
church wardens to find out more or for help signing up, or pick 
up a leaflet at the North door. 
 
This service is  live-streamed. If you do not want to appear on 
the stream please speak to the Welcomers or Duty Wardens.
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As the sacristy bell sounds all stand
The Procession

The Church's one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
She is his new creation, 
By water and the word; 
From Heav'n he came and sought her 
To be his holy bride; 
With his own blood he bought her, 
And for her life he died.
 
Elect from ev'ry nation, 
Yet one o'er all the Earth, 
Her charter of salvation 
One Lord, one faith, one birth; 
One holy name she blesses, 
Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses, 
With ev'ry grace endued.
 
'Mid toil and tribulation 
And tumult of her war, 
She waits the consummation 
Of peace forever more; 
Till with the vision glorious 
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Her longing eyes are blest, 
And the great Church victorious 
Shall be the Church at rest.
 
O happy ones and holy! 
Lord, give us grace that we 
Like them, the meek and lowly, 
On high may dwell with thee; 
There, past the border mountains, 
Where in sweet vales, the bride 
With thee, by living fountains, 
Forever shall abide! 

Words: S. J. Stone, 1839–1900 
Music: AURELIA, S.S. Wesley, 1810–1876 

The Greeting
 

      In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.

All Amen.

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.
 
The service is introduced.

Prayers of Penitence
 
The priest invites us to confession in these or similar words.
 

God so loved the world
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that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ
to save us from our sins,
to be our advocate in heaven,
and to bring us to eternal life.
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.

Silence is kept.

All   Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.

May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.

All   Amen.

5



Gloria in Excelsis
We sing together:

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, 
we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Collect

Let us pray:

Almighty and everlasting God,
you are always more ready to hear than we to pray
and to give more than either we desire or deserve:
pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy,
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forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid
and giving us those good things
which we are not worthy to ask
but through the merits and mediation
of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

All Amen

The Liturgy of the Word

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 51.1-6)

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek 
the Lord. Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the 
quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father 
and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called 
him, but I blessed him and made him many. For the Lord will 
comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will make 
her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; 
joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice 
of song.
Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a 
teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light to 
the peoples. I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my 
salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the 
coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. Lift up your 
eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the 
heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a 
garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my 
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salvation will be for ever, and my deliverance will never 
be ended.

This is the word of the Lord. 
All    Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn

Firmly I believe and truly 
God is Three and God is One; 
and I next acknowledge duly 
manhood taken by the Son.

And I trust and hope most fully 
in that manhood crucified; 
and each thought and deed unruly 
do to death, as he has died.

Simply to his grace and wholly 
light and life and strength belong, 
and I love supremely, solely, 
him the holy, him the strong.

And I hold in veneration, 
for the love of him alone, 
Holy Church as his creation, 
and her teachings as his own. 

Adoration ay be given, 
with and through the angelic host, 
to the God of earth and heaven, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
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Words: John Henry Newman, 1801–1890 
Music: HALTON HOLGATE, Melody by William Boyce, 1711–

1779 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (Romans 12.1-8).

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—
what is good and acceptable and perfect.
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 
think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to 
think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of 
faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many 
members, and not all the members have the same function, so 
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we 
are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according 
to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 
faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the 
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in 
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

This is the word of the Lord. 
All    Thanks be to God.

The Gospel
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We stand and face the reader as the book of the Gospel as is 
carried amongst us. The organ plays through and then we sing 
twice:

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, 
and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, 
‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are 
the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus answered him, 
‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven.’ Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell 
anyone that he was the Messiah.

Matthew 14.22-33

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
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We sit
The Sermon

The Creed
 

Let us declare before God the faith of the Church: 
 
All  We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 

glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

Intercessions

In the power of the Spirit, and in union with Christ
let us pray to the Father.

The Intercessor may use the response

Lord in your mercy
 All Hear our prayer.

And at the end:
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Merciful Father,
All Accept these prayers

For the sake of your Son
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

All stand

The Peace 

Blessed are the peacemakers:
they shall be called children of God.
We meet in the name of Christ and share his peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

All    and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

The Offertory Hymn

We stand as the Offertory Hymn is sung and the gifts of bread and 
wine are placed upon the Altar.  

You can give to the work of the Church by signing up to the Parish Giving 
Scheme, or by using these bank details - Witney PCC, Sort Code 20-97-48, 
Account Number 00971626. 
There is also a card reader by the North Door, 

All that we bring to the altar is a gift from God, and our offering back to God is a 
sign of the offering of our lives in the Lord’s service. 

Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour, 
First begotten from the dead, 
You alone, our strong defender, 
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You lift up your people’s head. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus, true and living bread!  
 
Though the lowliest form now veil you,  
As of old in Bethlehem,Here as there your angels hail you, 
Branch and flower of Jesse’s stem. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!We in worship join with them; 
We in worship join with them. 
 
Paschal Lamb, your offering, finished  
Once for all when you were slain, 
In its fullness undiminished 
Shall forevermore remain, 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Cleansing souls from every stain. 
 
Life imparting heavenly manna, 
Stricken rock with streaming side, 
Heaven and earth with loud hosanna  
Worship you, the Lamb who died, 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Risen, ascended, glorified! 

GH Bourne 1840-1925 
ST HELEN George Martin 1844-1916 

Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
All And also with you

Lift up your hearts
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All We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

All It is right to give thanks and praise

Father, we give you thanks and praise
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word,
through whom you have created all things;
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our 
Saviour.
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh;
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin,
he lived on earth and went about among us;
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross;
he put an end to death by dying for us;
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life;
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people.
Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and singing:

All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
In the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 

Great is the mystery of faith 
All Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole 
world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
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we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother of God, 
and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so 
we pray:

All   Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
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as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Priest breaks the consecrated host  

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread.
Agnus Dei

All Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
 Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
 Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
 Grant us peace.

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world. Happy are those who are called to his supper.

All   Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the 
word and I shall be healed.

18



All who are used to receiving Communion are welcome to do so 
here – please make your way to the altar as directed by the 
Sidesperson.  

If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are warmly invited 
to come forward for a blessing – please approach the president 
carrying this booklet. Gluten free wafers are available on request.

The Communion Hymn

Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in endless praise. 
 
Take my hands and let them move 
At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 
 
Take my voice and let me sing, 
Always, only for my King. 
Take my lips and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee. 
 
Take my will and make it Thine, 
It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 
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Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 
Words: Frances Ridley Havergal, 1836-1879 

Music: NOTTINGHAM, Wenzel Müller, 1747-1835 

Post Communion Prayer

Let us pray:

God of all mercy,
in this eucharist you have set aside our sins
and given us your healing:
grant that we who are made whole in Christ
may bring that healing to this broken world,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen

All Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.
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We sit for the notices
The Notices

The Blessing
Please stand for the Blessing

The Lord be with you.
All    And also with you.

The peace of God,
which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

All   Amen.
The Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ, Amen.

The Recessional Hymn

Lord, your church on earth is seeking 
power and wisdom from above: 
teach us all the art of speaking 
with the accents of your love. 
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We will heed your great commission 
sending us to every place- 
'Go, baptize, fulfil my mission; 
serve with love and share my grace!' 
 
You release us from our bondage, 
lift the burdens caused by sin; 
give new hope, new strength and courage, 
grant release from fears within. 
Light for darkness, joy for sorrow, 
love for hatred, peace for strife- 
these and countless blessings follow 
as the Spirit gives new life. 
 
In the streets of every city 
where the bruised and lonely live, 
we will show the saviour's pity 
and his longing to forgive. 
In all lands and with all races 
we will serve, and seek to bring 
all the world to render praises 
Christ, to you, redeemer king. 
 

Words: Hugh Sherlock, 1905–1998 
Music: LUX EOI, Arthur Sullivan, 1842–1900 

Let us bless the Lord
All Thanks be to God.

Everyone is welcome to stay for coffee after the 
Eucharist.
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