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We warmly welcome everyone

Welcome to Saint Mary’s Church
in the Parish of Witney.

We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable
Christianity.

Everyone is welcome at this service. If you usually
receive communion please join us — or please come forward to
receive a blessing.

If you are interested in becoming a part of what is happening
through the church please speak to one of the welcomers
afterwards. We also have Welcome Packs

available with more information - please ask!

The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) is a simple and secure way for
churches to receive regular donations. It is an established service
for managing Direct Debit donations, designed to support
churches to fund their mission and ministry. Talk to one of the
church wardens to find out more or for help signing up, or pick
up a leaflet at the North door.

This service is live-streamed. If you do not want to appear on
the stream please speak to the Welcomers or Duty Wardens.



As the sacristy bell sounds all stand
The Procession

"Take up thy cross," the Saviour said,
"if thou wouldst my disciple be;
deny thyself, the world forsake,

and humbly follow after Me."

Take up thy cross, let not its weight

fill thy weak spirit with alarm,;

His strength shall bear thy spirit up,

and brace thy heart, and nerve thine arm.

Take up thy cross, nor heed the shame,
nor let thy foolish pride rebel;

thy Lord for thee the cross endured,

to save thy soul from death and hell.

Take up thy cross, and follow Christ,
nor think till death to lay it down;

for only they who bear the cross

may hope to wear the glorious crown.

Words: C.W. Everest, 1814-1877
Music: BRESLAU, German trad.



The Greeting

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All Amen.

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

The service is introduced.
Prayers of Penitence

The priest invites us to confession in these or similar words.

God so loved the world

that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ

to save us from our sins,

to be our advocate in heaven,

and to bring us to eternal life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.

Silence is kept.

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.



We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.

Amen.

May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
All Amen.
Gloria in Excelsis
We sing together:

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,

we worship you,

we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ,

only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.



For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect

Almighty God,
who called your Church to bear witness
that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself:
help us to proclaim the good news of your love,
that all who hear it may be drawn to you;
through him who was lifted up on the cross,
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All Amen
The Liturgy of the Word

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah
15.15-21)

O Lord, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down
retribution for me on my persecutors. In your forbearance do
not take me away; know that on your account I suffer insult.
Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became
to me a joy and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your
name, O Lord, God of hosts. I did not sit in the company of
merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I
sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation. Why is my pain
unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly,



you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail.
Therefore, thus says the Lord: If you turn back, I will take

you back, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is
precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my
mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to
them. And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of
bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail
over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says
the Lord. I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and
redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn

Father, hear the prayer we offer:
not for ease that prayer shall be,
but for strength that we may ever
live our lives courageously.

Not for ever in green pastures

do we ask our way to be;

but the steep and rugged pathway
may we tread rejoicingly.

Not for ever by still waters

would we idly rest and stay;

but would smite the living fountains
from the rocks along our way.



Be our strength in hours of weakness,
in our wanderings be our guide;
through endeavour, failure, danger,
Father, be thou at our side.

Words: Love Maria Willis, 1824-1908
Music: SUSSEX, English trad.

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (Romans 12.9-
end).

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is

good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another
in showing honour. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve
the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to
strangers.

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse

them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who
weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you

are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what
is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on
you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves,
but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, ‘Vengeance
is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, ‘if your enemies are
hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to
drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their
heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

This is the word of the Lord.



All Thanks be to God.
The Gospel
We stand and face the reader as the book of the Gospel as is

carried amongst us. The organ plays through and then we sing
twice:
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The Lord be with you

All and also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew.
All Glory to you, O Lord.

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must
go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the
third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen
to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan!
You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind
not on divine things but on human things.’

Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and
follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and
those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it



profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or
what will they give in return for their life?
‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been
done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not
taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his
kingdom.’

Matthew 16.21-end

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit
The Sermon

The Creed
Let us declare before God the faith of the Church:

All We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
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through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from

heaven,

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin

Mary

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and
glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of

sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Intercessions
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In the power of the Spirit, and in union with Christ
let us pray to the Father.

The Intercessor may use the response

Lord in your mercy
All Hear our prayer.

And at the end:
Merciful Father,
All Accept these prayers

For the sake of your Son
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

All stand

The Peace

Blessed are the peacemakers:
they shall be called children of God.
We meet in the name of Christ and share his peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

The Offertory Hymn
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We stand as the Offertory Hymn is sung and the gifts of bread and
wine are placed upon the Altar.

You can give to the work of the Church by signing up to the Parish Giving
Scheme, or by using these bank details - Witney PCC, Sort Code 20-97-48,
Account Number 00971626.

There is also a card reader by the North Door,

All that we bring to the altar is a gift from God, and our offering back to God is a
sign of the offering of our lives in the Lord’s service.

Before the throne of God above

I have a strong and perfect plea

A great High Priest whose name is love
Who ever lives and pleads for me

My name is graven on His hands

My name is written on His heart

I know that while in heav’n He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart
No tongue can bid me thence depart

When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the guilt within
Upward I look and see Him there
Who made an end to all my sin
Because the sinless Savior died
My sinful soul is counted free

For God the Just is satisfied

To look on Him and pardon me
To look on Him and pardon me

Behold Him there, the risen Lamb
My perfect, spotless Righteousness

13



All

All

All

The great unchangeable I AM

The King of glory and of grace

One with Himself, I cannot die

My soul is purchased by His blood
My life is hid with Christ on high
With Christ my Saviour and my God
With Christ my Saviour and my God

Words: Charitie Lee Bancroft, 1841-1923
Music: Vicky Cook

Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you

And also with you

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give thanks and praise

Father, we give you thanks and praise

through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word,
through whom you have created all things;

who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our
Saviour.

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh;

as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin,

he lived on earth and went about among us;

he opened wide his arms for us on the cross;

he put an end to death by dying for us;

and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life;
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All

so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people.
Therefore with angels and archangels,

and with all the company of heaven,

we proclaim your great and glorious name,

for ever praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes

In the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,

and according to your holy will,

these gifts of bread and wine

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,
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All

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith

Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole
world,;

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup

and we thank you for counting us worthy

to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people

and gather into one in your kingdom

all who share this one bread and one cup,

so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother of God,
and all the saints,

may praise and glorify you for ever,

through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
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All

All

for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so
we pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Priest breaks the consecrated host

All

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Agnus Dei
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All Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
Grant us peace.

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world. Happy are those who are called to his supper.

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the
word and I shall be healed.

All who are used to receiving Communion are welcome to do so
here — please make your way to the altar as directed by the
Sidesperson.

If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are warmly invited
to come forward for a blessing — please approach the president
carrying this booklet. Gluten free wafers are available on request.

The Communion Hymn

Be still for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here.
Come, bow before him now, with reverence and fear.

In him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground.

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here.

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around;
he burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned.
How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light!
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around.
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All

All

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place;
he comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace.

No work too hard for him, in faith receive from him.

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.

Text and Music: David Evans (b.1957)
Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray:

God our creator,

you feed your children with the true manna,

the living bread from heaven:

let this holy food sustain us through our earthly pilgrimage
until we come to that place

where hunger and thirst are no more;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out

in the power of your Spirit

to live and work

to your praise and glory.

Amen.
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We sit for the notices

The Notices

The Blessing

Please stand for the Blessing

All

All

All

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The peace of God,
which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
The Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ, Amen.

The Recessional Hymn

Go forth and tell! O Church of God, awake!
God’s saving news to all the nations take:
proclaim Christ Jesus: Saviour, Lord and King,
that all the world his glorious praise may sing.

20



Go forth and tell! God’s love embraces all,
he will in grace respond to all who call:
how shall they call if they have never heard
the gracious invitation of his word?

Go forth and tell! The doors are open wide:

share God’s good gifts - let no one be denied;

live out your life as Christ your Lord shall choose,
your ransomed powers for his sole purpose use.

Go forth and tell! O Church of God, arise!

Go in the strength which Christ your Lord supplies;
go till the nations his great name adore

and serve him, Lord and King for evermore.

Words: James Seddon, 1915-1983
Music: WOODLANDS, Walter Greatorex, 1877-1949

Let us bless the Lord
All Thanks be to God.

Everyone is welcome to stay for coffee after the
Eucharist.
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