
 We warmly welcome everyone  
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Welcome to Saint Mary’s Church  
in the Parish of Witney.  

  
We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable Christianity.    
  
Everyone is welcome at this service.  If you usually 
receive communion please join us – or please come forward to 
receive a blessing.  
  
If you are interested in becoming a part of what is happening 
through the church please speak to one of the welcomers 
afterwards. We also have Welcome Packs available with more 
information – please ask!  
  
The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) is a simple and secure way for 
churches to receive regular donations. It is an established service for 
managing Direct Debit donations, designed to support churches to 
fund their mission and ministry.  Talk to one of the church wardens to 
find out more or for help signing up, or pick up a leaflet at the North 
door.  
  
This service is live-streamed. If you do not want to appear on 
the stream please speak to the Welcomers or Duty Wardens. 
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As the sacristy bell sounds all stand 
The Procession 

 
At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow,  
every tongue confess him King of glory now;  
'tis the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord,  
who from the beginning was the mighty Word.  
  
At his voice creation sprang at once to sight:  
all the angel faces, all the hosts of light,  
thrones and dominations, stars upon their way,  
all the heavenly orders in their great array.  
  
Humbled for a season, to receive a name  
from the lips of sinners, unto whom he came;  
faithfully he bore it spotless to the last,  
brought it back victorious when from death he passed;  
  
Bore it up triumphant, with its human light,  
through all ranks of creatures, to the central height,  
to the throne of Godhead, to the Father's breast,  
filled it with the glory of that perfect rest.  
  
In your hearts enthrone him; there let him subdue  
all that is not holy, all that is not true.  
crown his as your Cpatain, in temptations' hour;  
let his will enfold you in its light and power.  
  
Surely, this Lord Jesus shall return again,  
with his Father's glory with his angel train;  
for all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow,  
and our hearts confess him King of glory now.  

  
Words: Caroline M Noel, 1817-1877  

Music: EVELYNS, W.H. Monk, 1823-1889  
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The Greeting 
  

       In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 
   
The service is introduced. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
  
The priest invites us to confession in these or similar words. 
  

God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins, 
to be our advocate in heaven, 
and to bring us to eternal life. 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

All    Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 



 5 

who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 

 
May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All    Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
We sing together: 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,   
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you,   
we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.    

 

Lord Jesus Christ,   
only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,   
you take away the sin of the world:   
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
 

For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,   
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
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The Collect 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Lord of heaven and earth, 
as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent in prayer, 
give us patience and courage never to lose hope, 
but always to bring our prayers before you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

A Reading from the First Book of Kings (1 Kings 19.9-18) 

At that place Elijah came to a cave, and spent the night there.  
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, ‘What are you doing 
here, Elijah?’ He answered, ‘I have been very zealous for the Lord, the 
God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown 
down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am 
left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.’ 
He said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for 
the Lord is about to pass by.’ Now there was a great wind, so strong 
that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before 
the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an 
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the 
earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a 
sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in 
his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then 
there came a voice to him that said, ‘What are you doing here, 
Elijah?’ He answered, ‘I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God 
of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down 
your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, 
and they are seeking my life, to take it away.’ Then the Lord said to 
him, ‘Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when 
you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall 
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anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint 
Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your 
place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; 
and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I 
will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed 
to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.’ 

This is the word of the Lord.  
All    Thanks be to God.  

Gradual Hymn 
 

Jesus calls us o'er the tumult  
Of our life's wild, restless sea;  
Day by day his sweet voice sounding,  
Saying, "Christian, follow me."  
  
Brothers Simon, Andrew heard it  
By the Galilean lake,  
Turned from home, and toil, and kindred,  
Leaving all for His dear sake.  
  
Jesus calls us from the worship  
Of the vain world’s golden store,  
From each idol that would keep us,  
Saying, “Christian, love me more.”  
  
In our joys and in our sorrows,  
Days of toil and hours of ease,  
Still he calls, in cares and pleasures,  
“Christian, love me more than these.”  
  
Jesus calls us—By your mercies,  
Savior, may we hear your call,  
Give our hearts to your obedience,  
Serve and love you best of all.  
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Words: Cecil Frances Alexander  
Music: MERTON, W.H. Monk  

 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (Romans 10.5-15). 
 
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, 
that ‘the person who does these things will live by them.’ But the 
righteousness that comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart, 
“Who will ascend into heaven?” ’ (that is, to bring Christ down) ‘or 
“Who will descend into the abyss?” ’ (that is, to bring Christ up from 
the dead). But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, on your lips 
and in your heart’ (that is, the word of faith that we 
proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one 
confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, ‘No 
one who believes in him will be put to shame.’ For there is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and 
is generous to all who call on him. For, ‘Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.’ But how are they to call on one in 
whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of 
whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless 
they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those 
who bring good news!’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  
All    Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel 
 
We stand and face the reader as the book of the Gospel as is carried 
amongst us. The organ plays through and then we sing twice: 
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The Lord be with you  

All and also with you. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.   
All Glory to you, O Lord.   
 
Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead 
to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had 
dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. 
When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, 
battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was 
against them. And early in the morning he came walking towards 
them on the lake. But when the disciples saw him walking on the 
lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in 
fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is 
I; do not be afraid.’ 
Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you 
on the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started 
walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed 
the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he 
cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand 
and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you 
doubt?’ When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in 
the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’ 

Matthew 14.22-33 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

All Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
We sit 

The Sermon 
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The Creed 

  
Let us declare before God the faith of the Church:  

  
All  We believe in one God,   

the Father, the Almighty,   
maker of heaven and earth,   
of all that is,   
seen and unseen.   
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,   
the only Son of God,   
eternally begotten of the Father,   
God from God, Light from Light,   
true God from true God,   
begotten, not made,   
of one Being with the Father;   
through him all things were made.   
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,   
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary   
and was made man.   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;   
he suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day he rose again   
in accordance with the Scriptures;   
he ascended into heaven   
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
 dead,   
and his kingdom will have no end.   
   
We believe in the Holy Spirit,   
the Lord, the giver of life,   
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,   
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and  
 glorified,   
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who has spoken through the prophets.   
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
We look for the resurrection of the dead,   
and the life of the world to come.   
Amen.   

 
Intercessions 

In the power of the Spirit, and in union with Christ 
let us pray to the Father. 

 
The Intercessor may use the response 
 

Lord in your mercy 
 All Hear our prayer. 
 
And at the end: 
 

Merciful Father, 
All Accept these prayers 

For the sake of your Son 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

 
All stand 
 

The Peace  
 
Blessed are the peacemakers: 
they shall be called children of God. 
We meet in the name of Christ and share his peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All    and also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
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The Offertory Hymn 
 
We stand as the Offertory Hymn is sung and the gifts of bread and 
wine are placed upon the Altar.   
 
You can give to the work of the Church by signing up to the Parish Giving 
Scheme, or by using these bank details - Witney PCC, Sort Code 20-97-48, Account 
Number 00971626.  
 
There is also a card reader by the North Door,  
 
All that we bring to the altar is a gift from God, and our offering back to God is a sign of 
the offering of our lives in the Lord’s service.  

 
Eternal Father, strong to save,  
Whose arm hath bound the restless wave,   
Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep  
Its own appointed limits keep;  
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,  
For those in peril on the sea!   
  
O Christ! Whose voice the waters heard  
And hushed their raging at Thy word,  
Who walked'st on the foaming deep,  
And calm amidst its rage didst sleep;  
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,  
For those in peril on the sea!  
  
Most Holy Spirit! Who didst brood  
Upon the chaos dark and rude,  
And bid its angry tumult cease,  
And give, for wild confusion, peace;  
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,  
For those in peril on the sea!   
  
O Trinity of love and power!  
Our brethren shield in danger's hour;   
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From rock and tempest, fire and foe,   
Protect them wheresoe'er they go;  
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee  
Glad hymns of praise from land and sea.  

  
Words: William Whiting, 1825-1878  

Music: MELITA, JC Dykes, 1823-1876  
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you 
All And also with you 

Lift up your hearts 
All We lift them to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
All It is right to give thanks and praise 

 
Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 
he lived on earth and went about among us; 
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 
he put an end to death by dying for us; 
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
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Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes 
In the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
and according to your holy will,  
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  
In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks;  
he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me.  
 
Great is the mystery of faith  

All Christ has died:  
Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again.  

 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
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As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you.  
Send the Holy Spirit on your people  
and gather into one in your kingdom  
all who share this one bread and one cup,  
so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother of God,   
and all the saints,  
may praise and glorify you for ever,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  
for ever and ever.  

All Amen.  
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so 
we pray: 

 
All    Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread  
  

The Priest breaks the consecrated host  
 
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  

All Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

Agnus Dei 
 
All Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Grant us peace. 

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 

All   Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word 
and I shall be healed. 

 
All who are used to receiving Communion are welcome to do so here 
– please make your way to the altar as directed by the Sidesperson.  
 
If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are warmly invited to 
come forward for a blessing – please approach the president carrying 
this booklet. Gluten free wafers are available on request. 

 
The Communion Hymn 

 
Dear Lord and Father of mankind,   
Forgive our foolish ways!   
Reclothe us in our rightful mind,   
In purer lives Thy service find,   
In deeper reverence, praise.   
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In simple trust like theirs who heard   
Beside the Syrian sea   
The gracious calling of the Lord,   
Let us, like them, without a word   
Rise up and follow Thee.   
  
Drop Thy still dews of quietness,   
Till all our strivings cease;   
Take from our souls the strain and stress,   
And let our ordered lives confess   
The beauty of Thy peace.   
  
Breathe through the heats of our desire   
Thy coolness and Thy balm;   
Let sense be numb, let flesh retire;   
Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,   
O still, small voice of calm!   

  
Text: John Greenleaf Whittier   

Tune: REPTON  
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 
Let us pray: 

 
God of our pilgrimage, 
you have willed that the gate of mercy 
should stand open for those who trust in you: 
look upon us with your favour 
that we who follow the path of your will 
may never wander from the way of life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
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All Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

 
We sit for the notices  

The Notices 
 

The Blessing 
Please stand for the Blessing 
 

The Lord be with you. 
All    And also with you. 

 
The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All    Amen. 
The Dismissal 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ, Amen. 
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The Recessional Hymn 
 
Jesus is Lord! Creation's voice proclaims it,   
For by his power each tree and flower was planned and made. 
Jesus is Lord! The universe declares it;  
Sun, moon and stars in heaven cry: Jesus is Lord!   
  
Chorus  
Jesus is Lord! Jesus is Lord!  
Praise him with Halleluias, for Jesus is Lord!   
  
Jesus is Lord! Yet from his throne eternal  
In flesh he came to die in pain on Calvary's tree. Jesus is 
Lord! From him all life proceeding,  
Yet gave his life a ransom, thus setting us free:   
Chorus   
  
Jesus is Lord! O'er sin the mighty conqueror,  
From death he rose; and all his foes shall own his name. Jesus 
is Lord! God sent his Holy Spirit  
To show by works of power that Jesus is Lord:  
Chorus   

  
David J. Mansell 1936   

  
Words: Bryn Rees, 1911-1983 

Music: HANOVER, 1708 
 

Let us bless the Lord 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
Everyone is welcome to stay for coffee after the Eucharist. 
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