
 We warmly welcome everyone  
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Welcome to Saint Mary’s Church  
in the Parish of Witney.  

  
We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable Christianity.    
  
Everyone is welcome at this service.  If you usually 
receive communion please join us – or please come forward to 
receive a blessing. 
  
If you are interested in becoming a part of what is happening 
through the church please speak to one of the welcomers 
afterwards. We also have Welcome Packs available with more 
information – please ask!  
  
The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) is a simple and secure way for 
churches to receive regular donations. It is an established service for 
managing Direct Debit donations, designed to support churches to 
fund their mission and ministry.  Talk to one of the church wardens to 
find out more or for help signing up, or pick up a leaflet at the North 
door.  
 
This service is live-streamed. If you do not want to appear on 
the stream please speak to the Welcomers or Duty Wardens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 3 

As the sacristy bell sounds all stand 
The Procession 

 
Morning has broken 
like the first morning, 
blackbird has spoken 
like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing! 
Praise for the morning! 
Praise for them, springing 
fresh from the Word! 
 
Sweet the rain’s new fall 
sunlit from heaven, 
like the first dewfall 
on the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness 
of the wet garden, 
sprung in completeness 
where God’s feet pass. 
 
Mine is the sunlight! 
Mine is the morning 
born of the one light 
Eden saw play! 
Praise with elation, 
praise every morning, 
God’s recreation 
of the new day!  

 
Words: Eleanor Farjeorn (1881-1965) 

Tune: BUNESSAN 
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The Greeting 
  

       In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 
   
The service is introduced. 

Prayers of Penitence 
  
The priest invites us to confession in these or similar words. 
  

The earth is the Lord’s and all that fills it. 
Let us confess our failure 
to receive with gratitude God’s gift of creation, 
and repent of the ways in which we have caused it harm. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 
 You laid the foundations of the earth, 
 but we have claimed your world as our own. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
All  Lord, have mercy. 
 
  All things were created through you and for you, 

 but we have not lived as those who belong to you. 
  Christ, have mercy. 
All  Christ, have mercy. 
 
  You make all things new, 

 but our hope has grown dim. 
  Lord, have mercy. 
All  Lord, have mercy. 
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May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All    Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
We sing together: 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,   
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you,   
we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.    

 

Lord Jesus Christ,   
only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,   
you take away the sin of the world:   
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
 

For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,   
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
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The Collect 
 
Almighty God, 
you have made us for yourself, 
and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you: 
pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself, 
and so bring us at last to your heavenly city 
where we shall see you face to face; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel (18.1-4, 25-32) 
 

The word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by 
repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The parents 
have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? As 
I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you 
in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as 
the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall 
die. 

Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ Hear now, O house 
of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When 
the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, 
they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they 
shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness 
they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save 
their life. Because they considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they 
shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is 
unfair.’ O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that 
are unfair? 
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Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according 
to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your 
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from 
you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and 
get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, 
O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says 
the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 

 
This is the word of the Lord.  

All    Thanks be to God.  
Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 25) 

 
The choir sings and we repeat 
 

 
 
 Your ways, O Lord, make known to me; 
 Teach me your paths, 
 guide me in your truth and teach me, 
 for you are god my saviour. R. 
 

Remember that your compassion, O Lord, 
and your love are from of old. 
The sins of my youth and my frailties remember not; 
in your kindness remember me, because of your goodness O 
Lord. R. 

 
Good and upright is the Lord; 
thus he shows sinners the way. 
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He guides the humble to justice, 
and teaches the humble his way. R. 

 
 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians (2.1-13). 
 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from 
love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make 
my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in 
full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 
others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 
God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the 
form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point 
of death— even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly 
exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only 
in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in 
you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

This is the word of the Lord.  
All    Thanks be to God. 

 
The Gospel 

 
We stand and face the reader as the book of the Gospel as is carried 
amongst us. The organ plays through and then we sing twice: 
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The Lord be with you  

All and also with you. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.   
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority 
are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?’ Jesus 
said to them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these 
things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of 
human origin?’ And they argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From 
heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not believe him?” But if 
we say, “Of human origin”, we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard 
John as a prophet.’ So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ And 
he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things. 
‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and 
said, “Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will 
not”; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the 
second and said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did 
not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The 
first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, 
but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after 
you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

 
Matthew 21.23-32 
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
All Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
We sit 

The Sermon 
 

The Creed 

  
Let us declare before God the faith of the Church:  

  
All  We believe in one God,   

the Father, the Almighty,   
maker of heaven and earth,   
of all that is,   
seen and unseen.   
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,   
the only Son of God,   
eternally begotten of the Father,   
God from God, Light from Light,   
true God from true God,   
begotten, not made,   
of one Being with the Father;   
through him all things were made.   
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,   
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary   
and was made man.   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;   
he suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day he rose again   
in accordance with the Scriptures;   
he ascended into heaven   
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
 dead,   
and his kingdom will have no end.   
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We believe in the Holy Spirit,   
the Lord, the giver of life,   
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,   
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and  
 glorified,   
who has spoken through the prophets.   
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
We look for the resurrection of the dead,   
and the life of the world to come.   
Amen.   
 

Intercessions 
In the power of the Spirit, and in union with Christ 
let us pray to the Father. 

 
The Intercessor may use the response 
 

Lord in your mercy 
 All Hear our prayer. 
 
And at the end: 
 

Merciful Father, 
All Accept these prayers 

For the sake of your Son 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

 
All stand 

The Peace  
 
You shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you, 

All    and also with you. 
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Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 

The Offertory Hymn 
 
We stand as the Offertory Hymn is sung and the gifts of bread and 
wine are placed upon the Altar.   
You can give to the work of the Church by signing up to the Parish Giving 
Scheme, or by using these bank details - Witney PCC, Sort Code 20-97-48, Account 
Number 00971626. There is also a card reader by the North Door,  
All that we bring to the altar is a gift from God, and our offering back to God is a sign of 
the offering of our lives in the Lord’s service.  
 

In majesty and splendour 
and robes of light endowed 
is God who spreads the heavens 
and rides upon the cloud, 
with flame and fire His servants, 
As messenger, the wind. 
O honour God with worship. 
Give praise, all humankind. 
 
The earth you set securely 
and covered with a cloak 
of waters over mountains 
which, at your bidding, broke 
and, from the voice of thunder 
down rivers fled the rain 
to where, by your provision, 
the waters shall remain. 
 
To us you give the harvest, 
give animals to feed, 
to every suppliant creature 
the graces that we need. 
The woodland tree is watered, 
where birds may build their nest, 
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while high upon the mountains 
wild creatures find their rest. 
 
You spread the shades of darkness, 
you forge the day - time heat, 
you teach the moon the seasons, 
the sun to rise and set. 
For beast you make the night time 
till dawn to hunt their prey; 
for us, the light till evening 
to labour through the day. 
 
The bounds of your creation 
they cannot be apprised, 
and countless are the wonders 
your wisdom has devised. 
Yet what are we without you? 
You hide your face we die: 
so while life lasts we worship 
and praise you, God most high. 

Words: Michael Perry (1942-1996) 
Tune: AURELIA 

© Mrs B Perry/Jubilate Hymns 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 
 Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation; 
 by your goodness the world was formed and filled with plenty. 
 As we set before you this bread and wine, 
 Teach us gratitude for your gifts 
 And make us faithful stewards of your creation 
All Blessed be God for ever. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you 

All And also with you 
Lift up your hearts 

All We lift them to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
All It is right to give thanks and praise 

 
It is indeed right and good, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
For by your word the heavens were made, 
and all their host by the breath of your mouth. 
You formed us in your image, the crown of your creation, 
and entrusted us with the works of your hands. 
In your great goodness you sent your Son, 
the firstborn of all creation, 
who holds all things together in himself, 
and through whom you make all things new. 
You have given us the first-fruits of the Spirit, 
as creation itself waits with eager longing 
to obtain the glorious freedom of the children of God. 
And so, with angels and archangels 
and with all that you have made, 
we join the song of your glory, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes 
In the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
and according to your holy will,  
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  

 
In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks;  
he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me.  
Great is the mystery of faith  
 

All Christ has died:  
Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again.  

 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you.  
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Send the Holy Spirit on your people  
and gather into one in your kingdom  
all who share this one bread and one cup,  
so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother of God,   
and all the saints,  
may praise and glorify you for ever,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  
for ever and ever.  

All Amen.  
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so 
we pray: 

 
All    Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread  
  

The Priest breaks the consecrated host  
 
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  

All Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

Agnus Dei 
 
All Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Grant us peace. 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 

All   Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word 
and I shall be healed. 

 
All who are used to receiving Communion are welcome to do so here 
– please make your way to the altar as directed by the Sidesperson.  
If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are warmly invited to 
come forward for a blessing – please approach the president carrying 
this booklet. Gluten free wafers are available on request. 
 

The Communion Hymn 
 

Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of our God. 
He whose Word cannot be broken 
formed thee for His own abode. 
On the Rock of Ages founded, 
what can shake thy sure repose? 
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With salvation's walls surrounded, 
thou may'st smile at all thy foes. 
 
See, the streams of living waters, 
springing from eternal love, 
well supply thy sons and daughters 
and all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint while such a river 
ever flows their thirst to assuage? 
Grace, which like the Lord, the Giver, 
never fails from age to age. 
 
'Round each habitation hov'ring, 
see the cloud and fire appear 
for a glory and a cov'ring, 
showing that the Lord is near. 
Thus deriving from their banner 
light by night and shade by day, 
safe they feed upon the manna 
which He gives them on their way. 
 
Savior, since of Zion's city 
I through grace a member am, 
let the world deride or pity, 
I will glory in Thy name. 
Fading is the worldling's pleasures, 
all his boasted pomp and show; 
solid joys and lasting treasures 
none but Zion's children know. 

    
Words: John Newton (1725-1807)  
Music: AUSTRIAN HYMN (Haydn)  
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Post Communion Prayer 
 
Let us pray: 

 
Lord, we pray that your grace 
may always precede and follow us, 
and make us continually to be given to all good works; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
 
All Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

 
We sit for the notices  

The Notices 
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The Blessing 
Please stand for the Blessing 
 

The Lord be with you. 
All    And also with you. 

 
May God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,   
the source of all goodness and growth,   
pour his blessing upon all things created,   
and upon you his children,   
that you may use his gifts to his glory   
and the welfare of all peoples;   
and the blessing of God almighty,   
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,   
be among you and remain with you always.  

All    Amen.  
 

The Dismissal 
 Tend the earth, 
 care for God’s good creation, 

and bring forth the fruits of righteousness. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ, Amen. 
 

The Recessional Hymn 
 
Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty, 
Hold me with thy powerful hand: 
Bread of heaven, 
Feed me till I want no more. 
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Open now the crystal fountain 
Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
Lead me all my journey through: 
Strong Deliverer, 
Be thou still my strength and shield. 
 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death, and hell's Destruction 
Land me safe on Canaan's side: 
Songs of praises 
I will ever give to thee.  

 
WORDS: William Williams (tr. Peter Williams) 

MUSIC: CWM RHONDDA 
 
Let us bless the Lord 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
Everyone is welcome to stay for coffee after the Eucharist. 
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