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Welcome to Saint Mary’s Church
in the Parish of Witney.

We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable Christianity.

Everyone is welcome at this service. If you usually
receive communion please join us — or please come forward to
receive a blessing.

The "Feast of Creation” — also known as “Feast of Creation in Christ",
"Creation Day” or “Creation Sunday” — is celebrated by many
Christian churches on September 1 or the subsequent Sunday.

Grounded in an ancient liturgical tradition of the Eastern Orthodox
Church, this is a day to praise God as Creator and ponder the great
mystery that everything was created through Christ. And, as a
result, it also inspires us to care for the qift of the created world —
which is why it is also celebrated as a “World Day of Prayer for
Creation”.

This Feast is celebrated for the first time this year, having been
authorised by the Church of England’s General Synod.

If you are interested in becoming a part of what is happening
through the church please speak to one of the welcomers
afterwards. We also have Welcome Packs available with more
information - please ask!

The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) is a simple and secure way for
churches to receive regular donations. It is an established service for
managing Direct Debit donations, designed to support churches to
fund their mission and ministry. Talk to one of the church wardens to
find out more or for help signing up, or pick up a leaflet at the North
door.

This service is live-streamed. If you do not want to appear on
the stream please speak to the Welcomers or Duty Wardens.



As the sacristy bell sounds all stand
The Procession

For the beauty of the earth,

For the beauty of the skies,

For the love which from our birth
Over and around us lies:

Lord of all, to thee we raise

This our sacrifice of praise.

For the beauty of each hour,

Of the day and of the night,

Hill and vale, and tree and flower,

Sun and moon and stars of light: [Refrain]

For the joy of human love,

Brother, sister, parent, child,

Friends on earth and friends above,

For all gentle thoughts and mild: [Refrain]

For each perfect gift of thine,

To our race so freely given,

Graces human and divine,

Flowers of earth and buds of heaven: [Refrain]

For thy Church that evermore
Lifteth holy hands above,

Offering up on every shore

This pure sacrifice of love: [Refrain]

Words: Folliott Sandfort Pierpoint (1864)
Tune: DIX



The Greeting

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All Amen.

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

The service is introduced.
Prayers of Penitence

The priest invites us to confession in these or similar words.

The earth is the Lord’s and all that fills it.

Let us confess our failure

to receive with gratitude God’s gift of creation,

and repent of the ways in which we have caused it harm.

Silence is kept.

You laid the foundations of the earth,
but we have claimed your world as our own.
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

All things were created through you and for you,
but we have not lived as those who belong to you.
Christ, have mercy.

All Christ, have mercy.

You make all things new,
but our hope has grown dim.
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.



All

May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Gloria in Excelsis

We sing together:

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,

we worship you,

we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ,

only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



The Collect

Holy and eternal God,
you are the Maker of heaven and earth,
you are the Word through whom all things were made,
and you are the Spirit, the giver of life:
draw us into the mystery of your love,
That with all creation we may proclaim your praise,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns
with the Father and the Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
All Amen
The Liturgy of the Word

A Reading from the Book of Genesis (7.7-2.3)

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the
earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of
the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the
waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And
God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from
the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters,
and let it separate the waters from the waters.” So God made the
dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the
waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the
dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the
second day.

And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered
together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was
so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God
said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit
trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it



was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of
every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it.
And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the third day.

And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to
separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for
seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of
the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the
two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light
to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky
to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night,
and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the
sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature
that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every
winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God
blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in
the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening
and there was morning, the fifth day.

And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every
kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every
kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every
kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon
the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.

Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image,
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of
the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all
the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth.’

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he
created them; male and female he created them.

God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply,
and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of
the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that



moves upon the earth.” God said, ‘See, | have given you every plant
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of
the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps
on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, | have given every
green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their
multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had
done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it
God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn

You made a universe so full of wonder,

gave us a world to cherish and to hold.

But we have treated it as ours to plunder:

what you gave freely, we have bought and sold.
What you made perfect, we have torn asunder:
do not, O Lord, your healing power withhold.

In generous love, the pattern of your caring,

we have been blessed with more than we could need.
But we have hoarded what was meant for sharing,
corrupting what you gave as fruitful seed;

and still it is your poorest children bearing

the cost of all our selfishness and greed.

We hear the voice that calls our generation,
the urgent cry of beauty scarred by pain.
Our lives must change in this and every nation



so prayer and action shall not be in vain;
we pledge to live in ways of restoration
until your earth is whole and good again.

Words: © Ally Barrett/Jubilate
Tune: FINLANDIA

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (17:22a, 24-28).

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, | see
how extremely religious you are in every way. The God who made the
world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does
not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all
mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all
nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so
that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For “In him we
live and move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets
have said, “For we too are his offspring.”

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

The Gospel

We stand and face the reader as the book of the Gospel as is carried
amongst us. The organ plays through and then we sing twice:
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The Lord be with you
All and also with you.



Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
All Glory to you, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it.

Matthew 16.21-end

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit
The Sermon

The Creed
Let us declare before God the faith of the Church:

All We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
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was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and
glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Intercessions

In the power of the Spirit, and in union with Christ
let us pray to the Father.

The Intercessor may use the response

Lord in your mercy
All Hear our prayer.

And at the end:

11



All

Merciful Father,

Accept these prayers

For the sake of your Son

Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

All stand

All

The Peace
You shall go out in joy and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

The peace of the Lord be always with you,
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

The Offertory Hymn

We stand as the Offertory Hymn is sung and the gifts of bread and

wine are placed upon the Altar.

You can give to the work of the Church by signing up to the Parish Giving
Scheme, or by using these bank details - Witney PCC, Sort Code 20-97-48, Account
Number 00971626. There is also a card reader by the North Door,

All that we bring to the altar is a gift from God, and our offering back to God is a sign of
the offering of our lives in the Lord’s service.

Take my life, and let it be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;

take my moments and my days,
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands, and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;

take my feet, and let them be

swift and beautiful for thee.

12



All

Take my voice, and let me sing
always, only, for my King;

take my lips, and let them be
filled with messages from thee.

Take my silver and my gold;

not a mite would | withhold;

take my intellect, and use

ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.

Take my will, and make it thine:
it shall be no longer mine;

take my heart: it is thine own;

it shall be thy royal throne.

Take my love; my Lord, | pour
at thy feet its treasure-store;
take myself, and | will be
ever, only, all for thee.

Words: Frances Ridley Havergal (1874)
Tune: NOTTINGHAM (Mozart)

Prayer over the Gifts

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation;

by your goodness the world was formed and filled with plenty.
As we set before you this bread and wine,

Teach us gratitude for your gifts

And make us faithful stewards of your creation

Blessed be God for ever.

13



All

All

All

All

Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give thanks and praise

It is indeed right and good,

always and everywhere to give you thanks,

holy Father, almighty and eternal God,

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.

For by your word the heavens were made,

and all their host by the breath of your mouth.

You formed us in your image, the crown of your creation,
and entrusted us with the works of your hands.

In your great goodness you sent your Son,

the firstborn of all creation,

who holds all things together in himself,

and through whom you make all things new.

You have given us the first-fruits of the Spirit,

as creation itself waits with eager longing

to obtain the glorious freedom of the children of God.
And so, with angels and archangels

and with all that you have made,

we join the song of your glory,

for ever praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory,
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes

In the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
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All

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,

and according to your holy will,

these qifts of bread and wine

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith

Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup

and we thank you for counting us worthy

to stand in your presence and serve you.

15



Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother of God,
and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.
All  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so
we pray:

All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from euvil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread

The Priest breaks the consecrated host

All

All

All

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
Grant us peace.

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Happy are those who are called to his supper.

Lord, | am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word
and | shall be healed.

All who are used to receiving Communion are welcome to do so here
— please make your way to the altar as directed by the Sidesperson.
If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are warmly invited to
come forward for a blessing — please approach the president carrying
this booklet. Gluten free wafers are available on request.

The Communion Hymn

Let all creation dance

in energies sublime,

as order turns with chance,

unfolding space and time;

for nature's art in glory grows,

and newly shows God's mind and heart.

17



All

All

Our own amazing earth,

with sunlight, cloud and storms,

and life's abundant growth

in lovely shapes and forms

is made for praise, a fragile whole,

and from its soul heaven's music plays.

Lift heart and soul and voice:

in Christ all praises meet,

and nature shall rejoice

as all is made complete.

In hope be strong, all life befriend,
and kindly tend creation's song.

Words: Brian Wren (b. 1936)
Music: ST. JOHN (Havergal)

Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray:

God our creator,
by your gift the tree of life was set
at the heart of the earthly paradise,
and the bread of life at the heart of your Church:
may we who have been nourished at your table on earth
be transformed by the glory of the Saviour’s cross
and enjoy the delights of eternity;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
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Send us out

in the power of your Spirit
to live and work

to your praise and glory.
Amen.

We sit for the notices

All

All

The Notices
Act of Commitment for the Care of Creation

As the whole of creation looks with eager longing for the
redemption of humankind, let us pledge ourselves anew to
serve our Creator God, the Father who is the maker of all things,
the Son through whom all things are made, and the Holy Spirit,
the giver of life, who renews the face of the earth.

Let us stand to affirm our commitment to care actively for God’s
creation.

Lord of life and giver of hope,

we pledge ourselves to care for creation,

to reduce our waste,

to live sustainably,

and to value the rich diversity of life.

May your wisdom guide us,

that life in all its forms may flourish,

and may be faithful in voicing creation’s praise.

May the commitment we have made this day be matched by our

faithful living.
Amen. Amen. Amen.
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The Blessing

Please stand for the Blessing

All

All

All

All

All

All

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

May God the Father, whose glory is proclaimed on the heavens,
awake in you a delight and wonder in this good creation.
Amen.

May God the Son, the Word made flesh, through whom all
things were made, fill you with his risen life.
Amen.

May God the Holy Spirit, who hovered over the waters of
creation and formed the world from chaos, form you in the
likeness of Christ and renew the face of the earth.

Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

The Dismissal

Tend the earth,

care for God’s good creation,

and bring forth the fruits of righteousness.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ, Amen.
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The Recessional Hymn

O Lord my God, when | in awesome wonder
Consider all the works thy hand hath made,

| see the stars, | hear the mighty thunder,
Thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed.
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee,
"How great thou art! How great thou art!"
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee,
"How great thou art! How great thou art!"

When through the woods and forest glades | wander,
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;

When | look down from lofty mountain grandeur

And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze, [Refrain]

And when | think that God, his Son not sparing,
Sent him to die, | scarce can take it in,

That on the cross my burden gladly bearing

He bled and died to take away my sin. [Refrain]

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!

Then | shall bow in humble adoration

And there proclaim: "My God, how great thou art!" [Refrain]

Words: Carl Boberg, tr. Stuart K. Hine (1949)
Music: HOW GREAT THOU ART

Let us bless the Lord
All Thanks be to God.

Everyone is welcome to stay for coffee after the Eucharist.
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