
 We warmly welcome everyone  



 2 

Welcome to Saint Mary’s Church  
in the Parish of Witney.  

  
We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable Christianity.    
  
Everyone is welcome at this service.  If you usually 
receive communion please join us – or please come forward to 
receive a blessing. 
  
If you are interested in becoming a part of what is happening 
through the church please speak to one of the welcomers 
afterwards. We also have Welcome Packs available with more 
information – please ask!  
  
The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) is a simple and secure way for 
churches to receive regular donations. It is an established service for 
managing Direct Debit donations, designed to support churches to 
fund their mission and ministry.  Talk to one of the church wardens to 
find out more or for help signing up, or pick up a leaflet at the North 
door.  
 
This service is live-streamed. If you do not want to appear on 
the stream please speak to the Welcomers or Duty Wardens. 
 
Today is our Parish Gift Day – Please do think about what you 
can pledge towards our running costs and write it on the 
enclosed pledge card to be blessed during the Offertory. 
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As the sacristy bell sounds all stand 
The Procession 

Great God, whose scale confounds us,  
(Within our world entire),  
Whose universe surrounds us  
In darkness pricked with fire,  
Oh what a jewel you gave us  
A pearl without a price!  
From self-destruction save us,  
Immersed in pride and vice.  
  
Your system pure, created,  
From our forefathers we  
Inherited, distorted  
In ignorance and greed:  
Mortality renewed, every harvest, every spring  
The resurrection crowned in Christ  
The hope from suffering.  
  
What now if all those gone before  
In faith, in beating wings  
See all their aspirations  
Fall gasping, broken things?  
What shall it profit all mankind  
This progress we extol,  
If it comes not from you O God  
The Saviour of our souls?  
  
This earth is one of trillions such  
Unknown to us, and we  
Now see ourselves as specks of dust  
In vast eternity.  
Yet this small world you gave to us  
Great God, our jewel to guard,  
A sapphire in the darkness, is  
Our window on your Word.  
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May those who follow after us  
Within your system be  
Great God, more humble, more attuned  
To You, more wise than we.  
Grant us your Grace,  
Who spurned Your gift,  
To take it back restored,  
A temple to your purpose, and  
Your love for us, O Lord.  

Words: Andy Sparkes 

Music: KING’S LYNN 

 
The Greeting 

  
       In the name of the Father,  

and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 
   
The service is introduced. 

Prayers of Penitence 
  
The priest invites us to confession in these or similar words. 
  

The earth is the Lord’s and all that fills it. 
Let us confess our failure 
to receive with gratitude God’s gift of creation, 
and repent of the ways in which we have caused it harm. 
 

Silence is kept. 
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 You laid the foundations of the earth, 
 but we have claimed your world as our own. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
All  Lord, have mercy. 
 
  All things were created through you and for you, 

 but we have not lived as those who belong to you. 
  Christ, have mercy. 
All  Christ, have mercy. 
  You make all things new, 

 but our hope has grown dim. 
  Lord, have mercy. 
All  Lord, have mercy. 
 

May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All    Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
We sing together: 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,   
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you,   
we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.    

 

Lord Jesus Christ,   
only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,   
you take away the sin of the world:   
have mercy on us;  
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you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
 

For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,   
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

 
The Collect 

 
Let us pray:  

 

Creator God,  
 you made the goodness of the land,  
 the riches of the sea  
 and the rhythm of the seasons;  
 as we thank you for the harvest,  
 may we cherish and respect  
 this planet and its peoples,  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All Amen 

 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
A Reading from the Book of Deuteronomy (8.7-18) 
 

For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land 
with flowing streams, with springs and underground waters welling 
up in valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig 
trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land 
where you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack 
nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may 
mine copper. You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your God for 
the good land that he has given you. 
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Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to 
keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I 
am commanding you today. When you have eaten your fill and have 
built fine houses and live in them, and when your herds and flocks 
have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you 
have is multiplied, then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the Lord your 
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery, who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid 
waste-land with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water 
flow for you from flint rock, and fed you in the wilderness with manna 
that your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you, and 
in the end to do you good. Do not say to yourself, ‘My power and the 
might of my own hand have gained me this wealth.’ But remember 
the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so 
that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as 
he is doing today. 

 
This is the word of the Lord.  

All    Thanks be to God.  
Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 25) 

 
The choir sings and we repeat 
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You have visited the land and watered it; 
greatly have you enriched it. 
God's watercourses are filled; 
you have prepared the grain. R. 

 
Thus have you prepared the land: drenching its furrows, 
breaking up its clods, 
softening it with showers, 
blessing its yield. R. 

 
The fields are garmented with flocks 
and the valleys blanketed with grain. 
They shout and sing for joy. R. 

 
A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians (9.6-15). 
 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 
Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And 
God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that 
by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in 
every good work. As it is written, ‘He scatters abroad, he gives to 
the poor; his righteousness endures for ever.’ 

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will 
supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of 
your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for your great 
generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; for 
the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints 
but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. Through the 
testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the 
confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your 
sharing with them and with all others, while they long for you and 
pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has 
given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
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This is the word of the Lord.  
All    Thanks be to God. 

 
The Gospel 

 
We stand and face the reader as the book of the Gospel as is carried 
amongst us. The organ plays through and then we sing twice: 

 
The Lord be with you  

All and also with you. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.   
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. 
For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. Consider 
the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse 
nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you 
than the birds! And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to 
your span of life? If then you are not able to do so small a thing as 
that, why do you worry about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they 
grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 
glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the 
grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into 
the oven, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! And 
do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, 
and do not keep worrying. For it is the nations of the world that strive 
after all these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 

Luke 12.22-30 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

All Praise to you, O Christ.  
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We sit 
The Sermon 

 
The Creed 

  
Let us declare before God the faith of the Church:  

  
All  We believe in one God,   

the Father, the Almighty,   
maker of heaven and earth,   
of all that is,   
seen and unseen.   
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,   
the only Son of God,   
eternally begotten of the Father,   
God from God, Light from Light,   
true God from true God,   
begotten, not made,   
of one Being with the Father;   
through him all things were made.   
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,   
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary   
and was made man.   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;   
he suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day he rose again   
in accordance with the Scriptures;   
he ascended into heaven   
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
 dead,   
and his kingdom will have no end.   
We believe in the Holy Spirit,   
the Lord, the giver of life,   
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,   



 11 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and  
 glorified,   
who has spoken through the prophets.   
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
We look for the resurrection of the dead,   
and the life of the world to come.   
Amen.   
 

Intercessions 
 
In the power of the Spirit, and in union with Christ 
let us pray to the Father. 

 
The Intercessor may use the response 
 

Lord in your mercy 
 All Hear our prayer. 
 
And at the end: 
 

Merciful Father, 
All Accept these prayers 

For the sake of your Son 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

 
All stand 

The Peace  
 
The harvest of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you, 
All    and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
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The Offertory Hymn 
 
We stand as the Offertory Hymn is sung and the gifts of bread and 
wine are placed upon the Altar.   
You can give to the work of the Church by signing up to the Parish Giving 
Scheme, or by using these bank details - Witney PCC, Sort Code 20-97-48, Account 
Number 00971626. There is also a card reader by the North Door,  
All that we bring to the altar is a gift from God, and our offering back to God is a sign of 
the offering of our lives in the Lord’s service.  
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation; 
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation: 
Come ye who hear, 
Brothers and sisters draw near, 
Praise him in glad adoration. 
 
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
Shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth: 
Hast thou not seen 
All that is needful hath been 
Granted in what he ordaineth? 
 
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work, and defend thee; 
Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee; 
Ponder anew 
All the Almighty can do, 
He who with love doth befriend thee. 
 
Praise to the Lord, who, when tempests their warfare are 
waging, 
Who, when the elements madly around thee are raging, 
Biddeth them cease, 
Turneth their fury to peace, 
Whirlwinds and waters assuaging. 

 
Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that hath life and breath come now with praises before him! 
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Let the Amen 
Sound from his people again: 
Gladly for ay we adore him. 
 

Words: Joachim Neander (1650-1680), tr. Catherine Winkwoth 
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN 

 
Prayer over the Gifts 

 
Bless, O Lord, these fruits of the harvest,   
which we bring before you in thanksgiving.   
Grant that, as we receive the produce of the earth   
to sustain our lives,   
so our hearts would be fruitful in your love.   
Through Christ our Lord.   

All Amen. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you 

All And also with you 
Lift up your hearts 

All We lift them to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
All It is right to give thanks and praise 

 
It is indeed right and good   
to give you thanks and praise,   
almighty God and Father,   
through Jesus Christ your Son.   
Through him you have created us in your own image,   
and made us stewards of your good creation.   
Through him you teach us to exult in the birds of the air,   
the lilies of the field,    
the precious and life-giving crops of the earth.   
Through him you free us from the slavery of sin,   
giving him to die upon the cross   
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and to rise again for our salvation.   
Through him, you begin your work of new creation,   
as we look for a new heaven and a new earth   
in which your righteousness dwells.   
Therefore, we join with angels and archangels,   
and give voice to every creature under heaven,   
for ever praising you and singing:   
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes 
In the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
and according to your holy will,  
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  
In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks;  
he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me.  
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Great is the mystery of faith  
All Christ has died:  

Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again.  

 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you.  
Send the Holy Spirit on your people  
and gather into one in your kingdom  
all who share this one bread and one cup,  
so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother of God,   
and all the saints,  
may praise and glorify you for ever,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  
for ever and ever.  

All Amen.  
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so 
we pray: 

 
All    Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
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your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread  

  
The Priest breaks the consecrated host  

 
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  

All Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

Agnus Dei 
 
All Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Grant us peace. 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 

All   Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word 
and I shall be healed. 
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All who are used to receiving Communion are welcome to do so here 
– please make your way to the altar as directed by the Sidesperson.  
If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are warmly invited to 
come forward for a blessing – please approach the president carrying 
this booklet. Gluten free wafers are available on request. 

 
The Communion Hymn 

 
Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer, 
for all things living thou madest good: 
harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 
 
Bless thou the labour we bring to serve thee, 
that with our neighbour we may be fed. 
Sowing or tilling, we would work with thee; 
harvesting, milling for daily bread. 
 
Father, providing food for thy children, 
thy wisdom guiding teaches us share 
one with another, so that rejoicing 
with us, our brother may know thy care. 
 
Then will thy blessing reach every people; 
freely confessing thy gracious hand. 
Where thy will reigneth no one will hunger; 
thy love sustaineth; fruitful the land.    

 
Words: Albert F. Bayly  

Music: BUNESSAN 
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Post Communion Prayer 
 
Let us pray: 
Lord of the harvest,  
with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation  
and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom:  
by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us  
and make us generous and wise stewards  
of the good things we enjoy;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen 
All Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

 
We sit for the notices  

The Notices 
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The Blessing 
Please stand for the Blessing 
 

The Lord be with you. 
All    And also with you. 

 
May God our creator, 
who clothes the lilies and feeds the birds of the air, 
bestow on you his care 

and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All    Amen.  
 

The Dismissal 
 Freely you have received, freely give. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ, Amen. 

 
The Recessional Hymn 

 
Hope of our calling: hope through courage won; 
By those who dared to share all Christ had done. 
Saints of today, Christ’s banner now unfurled, 
We bring his gospel to a waiting world. 
 
Hope of our calling: hope with strength empowered, 
Inspired by all that we have seen and heard; 
This call is ours, for we are chosen too, 
To live for God in all we say and do. 
 
Hope of our calling: hope with grace outpoured, 
From death’s despair the gift of life restored; 
Our call to serve, to wash each others’ feet, 
To bring Christ’s healing touch to all we meet. 
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Hope of our calling: hope by faith made bold; 
To sow God’s righteousness throughout the world; 
Bring peace from conflict, fruitfulness from weeds, 
The kingdom’s harvest from the kingdom’s seeds. 
 
Hope of our calling: Spirit-filled, unbound, 
Old joys remembered and new purpose found, 
Our call refreshed by sacrament and word, 
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 

WORDS: Ally Barrett 
MUSIC: WOODLANDS 

 
Let us bless the Lord 

All Thanks be to God. 
 
Everyone is welcome to stay for coffee after the Eucharist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


