
 



We warmly welcome everyone  
to Saint Mary’s Church 
in the Parish of Witney. 

 
We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable Christianity.    
  
Everyone is welcome at this service. If you usually 
receive communion please join us – or please come forward to 
receive a blessing. 
  
If you are interested in becoming a part of what is happening 
through the church please speak to one of the welcomers 
afterwards. We also have Welcome Packs available with more 
information – please ask!  
  
The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) is a simple and secure way for 
churches to receive regular donations. It is an established service for 
managing Direct Debit donations, designed to support churches to 
fund their mission and ministry.  Talk to one of the church wardens to 
find out more or for help signing up, or pick up a leaflet at the North 
door.  
 
This service is live-streamed. If you do not want to appear on 
the stream please speak to the Welcomers or Duty Wardens. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Procession 
 
As the sacristy bell sounds all stand for the first hymn. 
  

Here from all nations, all tongues, and all peoples,  
countless the crowd but their voices are one; 
vast is the sight and majestic their singing:  
"God has the victory: he reigns from the throne!"  
 
These have come out of the great tribulation;  
now they may stand in the presence of God,  
serving their Lord day and night in his temple,  
ransomed and cleansed by the Lamb's precious blood.  
 
Gone is their thirst and no more shall they hunger;  
God is their shelter, his power at their side:  
sun shall not pain them, no burning will torture;  
Jesus the Lamb is their shepherd and guide.  
 
He will go with them to clear living water  
flowing from springs which his mercy supplies;  
gone is their grief, and their trials are over.  
God wipes away every tear from their eyes.  
 
Blessing and glory and wisdom and power  
be to the Saviour again and again;  
might and thanksgiving and honour for ever  
be to our God: Alleluia! Amen.  
 

Words: Christopher Idle b 1938 
Music: O QUANTA QUALIA 

 
  



The Greeting 
  

       In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
   
The service is introduced. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

Let us confess to God the sins and shortcomings of the world; 
its pride, its selfishness, its greed; 
its evil divisions and hatreds. 
Let us confess our share in what is wrong, 
and our failure to seek and establish that peace 
which God wills for his children. 

 
After a short silence, all say 
 
All Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy, forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 



Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
We sing together: 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to his people on earth. 
 Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you,  
we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory.   
Lord Jesus Christ,  
only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
 receive our prayer. 
  
For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
 
 



The Collect 
Let us pray:  

Almighty Father, 
whose will is to restore all things 
in your beloved Son, the King of all: 
govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, 
and bring the families of the nations, 
divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, 
to be subject to his just and gentle rule; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Amos (5:18-24) 
 
Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! Why do you want the day 
of the Lord? It is darkness, not light; as if someone fled from a lion, 
and was met by a bear; or went into the house and rested a hand 
against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. Is not the day of the Lord 
darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 
I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn 
assemblies. Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain 
offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of 
your fatted animals I will not look upon. Take away from me the noise 
of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. But let 
justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing 
stream. 

 
This is the word of the Lord.  

All    Thanks be to God.  
 

 



The Gradual 
 

Thy kingdom come, O God,  
thy rule, O Christ, begin;  
break with thine iron rod  
the tyrannies of sin.  
 
Where is thy reign of peace  
and purity and love?  
When shall all hatred cease,  
as in the realms above?  
 
When comes the promised time  
that war shall be no more,  
and lust, oppression, crime  
shall flee thy face before?  
 
We pray thee, Lord, arise,  
and come in thy great might;  
revive our longing eyes,  
which languish for thy sight.  
 
Men scorn thy sacred name,  
and wolves devour thy fold;  
by many deeds of shame  
we learn that love grows cold.  
 
O'er lands both near and far  
thick darkness broodeth yet:  
arise, O Morning Star,  
arise, and never set!  

  
Words: Lewis Hensley, 1824-1905  

Music: ST CECILIA  
 



A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians (4.13-18) 
 
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about 
those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who 
have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 
For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means 
precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of 
command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s 
trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the 
clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will 
be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these 
words. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  
All    Thanks be to God. 

 
The Gospel 

 
We stand and face the reader as the book of the Gospels is carried 
among us. The choir sings and we repeat: 
 

The Lord be with you  
All and also with you.  
  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.   
All Glory to you, O Lord.   
 
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 



foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they 
took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 
As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 
slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got 
up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us 
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, 
‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to 
the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy 
it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him 
into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he 
replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for 
you know neither the day nor the hour. 

Matthew 25.1-13 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

All Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

The Creed  
  

Let us declare before God the faith of the Church: 
 
All  We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is,  
seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  



For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
 dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and  
 glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.  

 
Intercessions 

The Intercessor may use the following response: 
 

Lord in your mercy 
 All Hear our prayer. 
 

Most Merciful God 
All Accept these prayers 

For the sake of your Son 
Our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 



 All stand 
The Peace  

To crown all things there must be love, 
to bind all together and complete the whole. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you.  
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  

The Offertory Hymn 
 
We stand as the Offertory Hymn is sung and the gifts of bread and 
wine are placed upon the Altar.   
 

You can give to the work of the Church by signing up to the Parish Giving 
Scheme, or by using these bank details - Witney PCC, Sort Code 20-97-48, 
Account Number 00971626. There is also a card reader by the North Door, 
The bread, wine and money are all gifts from God and our offering of them back to 
God is a sign of the offering of our lives in the Lord’s service.  
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say,  
‘Come unto me and rest;  
lay down, thou weary one, lay down  
thy head upon my breast: 
 I came to Jesus as I was,  
weary and worn and sad; 
 I found in him a resting-place, 
 and he has made me glad.  
 
I heard the voice of Jesus say,  
‘Behold I freely give  
the living water, thirsty one;  
stoop down and drink and live:’  
I came to Jesus, and I drank  
of that life-giving stream;  
my thirst was quenched,  
my soul revived, and now I live in him.  



I heard the voice of Jesus say  
I am this dark world’s light;  
look unto me, thy morn shall rise,  
and all thy day be bright: 
 I looked to Jesus, and I found  
in him my star, my sun;  
and in that light of life I’ll walk 
 till travelling days are done.  

Words: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889 
Music: KINGSFOLD, English Country Songs 1893 

 
Prayer over the Gifts 

 
To you we come, Father of lights, 
with angels and saints, 
where heaven and earth unite. 
May Jesus meet us in the breaking of the bread. 

All Amen. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 
 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you 
 Lift up your hearts 
All We lift them to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
All It is right to give thanks and praise 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should always sing of your glory, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
For you are the hope of the nations, 
the builder of the city that is to come. 
 
 



Your love made visible in Jesus Christ 
brings home the lost, 
restores the sinner 
and gives dignity to the despised. 
In his face your light shines out, 
flooding lives with goodness and truth, 
gathering into one in your kingdom 
a divided and broken humanity. 
Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation 
we glorify your name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes 
In the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
and according to your holy will,  
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  
  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  
  
In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks;  
he gave it to them, saying:  
 



Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me.  
  
Great is the mystery of faith  

All Christ has died:  
Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again.  
  
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you.  
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people  
and gather into one in your kingdom  
all who share this one bread and one cup,  
so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother of God,   
and all the saints,  
may praise and glorify you for ever,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  
for ever and ever.  

All Amen.  
 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 
All    Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread  

  
The Priest breaks the consecrated host  

 
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  

All Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

Agnus Dei 
 
All Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Grant us peace. 

 



Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world; 
happy are those who are called to his supper 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word 
 and I shall be healed. 
 
All who are used to receiving Communion are welcome to do so here 
– please make your way to the altar as directed by the Sidesperson. 
If you do not wish to receive Communion, you are warmly invited to 
come forward for a blessing – please approach the president carrying 
this booklet. Gluten free wafers are available on request. 

 
The Communion Hymn 

 
Make me a channel of your peace.   
Where there is hatred let me bring your love.   
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord   
And where there's doubt, true faith in you.  
  
Oh, Master grant that I may never seek  
So much to be consoled as to console   
To be understood as to understand   
To be loved as to love with all my soul.   
  
Make me a channel of your peace  
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned   
In giving to all men that we receive   
And in dying that we're born to eternal life.  
  
Oh, Master grant that I may never seek  
So much to be consoled as to console   
To be understood as to understand   
To be loved as to love with all my soul.   
  
Make me a channel of your peace  
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned   



In giving to all men that we receive   
And in dying that we're born to eternal life.  

  
Words: Sebastian Temple, 1928–1997  

from a Prayer attributed to St Francis of Assisi 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Let us pray 
 
God of peace, 
whose Son Jesus Christ proclaimed the kingdom 
and restored the broken to wholeness of life: 
look with compassion on the anguish of the world, 
and by your healing power 
make whole both people and nations; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 

All Amen 
 
All Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

 
We sit for the notices  
 

The Notices   
 

The Blessing 
Please stand for the Blessing 
 



The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you 
 

May Christ who makes saints of sinners, 
who has transformed those we remember today, 
raise and strengthen you that you may transform the world; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All    Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ. Amen. 

The Recessional Hymn 
 
Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: 
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 
 
Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us: 
Lord of the word, receive Your people's praise. 
 
Lord, for our land in this our generation, 
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care: 
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, for our world when we disown and doubt him, 
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain, 
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him: 
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 



Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us - 
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne, 
past put behind us, for the future take us: 
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 

 
Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith (1926–2024) 

Music: LORD OF THE YEARS, Michael Baughen, b. 1930 
 

 
Let us bless the Lord 

All Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


